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T H I S whole chapter is a continuation of the digression which the 
apostle had occasionally entered into i n the 11th verse of the pre­
ceding chapter. For upon the consideration of the greatness of the 

• mystery and difficulty of the doctrine which he designed to instruct 
these Hebrews i n , and his fear of their disability or unpreparedness 
(at least of some) to receive i t in a due manner unto their edifica­
tion, he engageth into a new discourse, filled up w i t h reasons and 
arguments to excite them unto a diligent attendance. A n d this he 
so doth, as in the very last words of this chapter to return, by an 
artificial connection of his discourse, unto what he had asserted i n 
the 10th verse of that foregoing. 

There are four general parts of this chapter :—1. The proposition 
of what he intended to do, or discourse concerning; w i t h an oppo­
sition thereunto of what was by h i m to be omitted, verses 1-3. 
2. A n excitation of the Hebrews unto singular diligence in attend­
ing unto the most perfect doctrines of Christianity, and making a 
progress i n the knowledge of Christ. A n d this he doth from the 
consideration of the greatness of the sin and the inevitableness of 
the destruction of apostates. For this sort of persons do commonly 
arise from among such as, having received the t r u t h , and made a 
profession thereof, do not dil igently endeavour a progress towards 
perfection, according to their duty, verses 4-8. 3. A Unifying of 
the severity of this commination i n respect of its application unto 
these Hebrews. For he expresseth his hope that i t did not so belong 
unto them, or that the sin condemned should not be found i n them, 
nor the punishment threatened fall on them. B u t the warning itself 
contained i n the commination was, as he shows, good, wholesome, 
and seasonable. A n d of this his hope and judgment concerning 
the Hebrews he expresseth his grounds, taken from the righteous-
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effectually bless them. This especial inst i tut ion, I acknowledge, was 
after the days of Melchisedec, and the cessation of his office as to 
actual administration; but i t is apparent, and may be proved that 
many, i f not the most, of those sacred institutions which were given 
i n one system unto Moses, were singly and gradually given out by 
inspiration and prophecy unto the church before the g iv ing of the 
law, only at Sinai the i r number was increased, and the severity of 
their sanction heightened. Thus this sacerdotal benediction was but 
a transcript from and expressive of that power and form of blessing 
which Melchisedec as a priest enjoyed and used before. 

A n d from what hath been spoken we may gather the nature of 
this blessing of Melchisedec wherewith he blessed Abraham. For, 
(1.) I t had the nature of a blessing i n general, whereby any one 
man may bless another, i n that i t was euctical and eucharistical 
i t included both prayer for h i m and thanksgiving on his account 
unto God. (2.) I t was authoritative and sacerdotal. H e was " the 
priest of the most high God," and he "blessed A b r a h a m ; " that is 
by virtue of his office. F o r so the nature of the office requireth' 
and so God had i n particular appointed, that the priests should 
bless i n his name. (3.) I t was prophetical, proceeding from an 
immediate inspiration, whereby he declares the confirmation of the 
great blessing promised unto A b r a h a m ; "Blessed be A b r a m . " A n d 
we may see,— 

Obs. X X I . That he who hath received the greatest mercies and 
privileges m this world may yet need their ministerial confirmation. 
— A b r a h a m had before received the blessing from the mouth of God 
himself ; and yet i t was no doubt a great confirmation of his faith 
to be now blessed again i n the name of God by Melchisedec A n d ' 
indeed, such is the estate of a l l the fa i thful , the children of Abraham 
i n this world, that , what through the weakness of the ir fa i th , what 
through the greatness of their temptations and trials, they stand i n 
need of a l l ministerial renovations of the pledges of God's good­
w i l l towards them. W e are apt to t h i n k that i f God should speak 
once unto us, as he did to Abraham, and assure us of the blessing 
we should never need further confirmation whilst we l i v e ; but the 
t r u t h is, he doth so speak unto a l l that believe, i n the word, and yet 
we find how much we want the ministerial renovation of i t unto us. 
Bless God for the ministry , for the word and sacraments; ordinarily 
our fa i th would not be kept up wi thout them. 

Obs. X X I I . I n the blessing of Abraham by Melchisedec all 
believers are v i r tua l ly blessed by Jesus Christ.—Melchisedec was a 
type of Christ, and represented h i m i n what he was and did, as our 
apostle declares. A n d Abraham i n a l l these things bare the person 
of, or represented a l l his posterity according to the faith. Therefore 
doth our apostle, i n the foregoing chapter, entit le a l l believers unto 
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the promises made unto h i m , and the inheritance of them. There 
is, therefore, more than a bare story in this matter. A blessing is i n 
i t conveyed unto a l l believers, in the way of an ordinance for ever. 

Obs. X X I I I . I t is God's inst i tut ion that makes al l our adminis­
trations effectual.—So d id sacerdotal benedictions become authori ­
tative and efficacious. Innumerable ways and means of blessing 
things and persons have been found out in the Papacy. They w i l l 
bless bells, steeples, churches, and church-yards, utensils, fonts, 
candles, salt, and children by confirmation. There is, i n t r u t h , in 
them al l a want of that wisdom, gravity, and reverence, which ought 
to accompany men i n a l l religious services; but that which renders 
them al l useless, and casts them out of the verge of religion, is, that 
they want a divine institution. 

2. The second sacerdotal act, or exercise of priestly power ascribed 
unto Melchisedec, is that he received tithes of a l l : " To r n , , , 

ill xtti otxarn* 

whom also Abraham gave the tenth of a l l . " As Abra - i 
ham gave them in a way of duty, so he received them (""• 
in a way of office. So the apostle expresseth i t , verse 6, " H e received 
tithes of Abraham, " or t i thed h i m . A n d the word tfavrw-v, " of a l l , " is 
l imited unto the spoils which he took from the enemies, verse 4, " To 
whom Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils." This i n the original 
history is so expressed as to leave i t doubtful both to whom the 
tenths were given, and of what they were: Gen. xiv. 20, h-m 

"^J?1?,—" A n d he gave h i m the tenth of a l l . " The words imme­
diately preceding are the words of Melchisedec, and the story con-
cerneth h i m ; so that i f the relative included in P ' l , " h e gave," do 
answer unto the next antecedent, Melchisedec gave the tenth of al l 
unto Abraham. Nor doth i t appear what the 5>b or " a l l " was that 
is intended; whether his own whole estate, or al l the tithable things 
which he had then wi th h im. B u t al l this ambiguity is removed by 
our apostle, according to the m i n d of the H o l y Ghost, and withal i t 
is declared how great a mystery depended on the r ight understanding 
of those words. I t was Abraham that gave the tenth of all to Me l ­
chisedec; whereby he acknowledged h i m to be the priest of the most 
high God, and the type of the Son of God as incarnate,—every way 
superior unto h i m , who had but newly received the promises. A n d 
the tenth which he gave was only of the spoils that he took from the 
enemies, as a token and pledge in particular that the victory and 
success which he had against the kings was from God. 

This receiving of tithes by Melchisedec was a sacerdotal act. For, 
(1.) The tenth thus given was firstly given unto God ; and he who 
received them, received them as God's officer, i n his name. Where 
there was none in office so to receive them, they were immediately 
to be offered unto God in sacrifice, according unto their capacity. 
So Jacob vowed the tenth unto God, Gen. xxv i i i . 22 ; which he was 
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himself to offer, there being no other priest to receive i t at his hand : 
and no doubt but he did i t accordingly, when God minded h i m to pay 
his vow at Bethel, Gen. xxxv . 1-6. A n d , (2.) The things that were 
fit of this sort were actually to be offered in sacrifice unto God. This 
Saul knew, when he made that his pretence of sparing and bringing 
away the fat cattle of the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. 15. A n d I no way 
doubt but that these tenths that Abraham gave, at least such of 
t h e m as were meet for that service, although i t be not expressed, were 
offered i n sacrifice unto God by Melcbisedec. For whereas he was 
a k i n g , he stood in no need of any contribution from A b r a h a m ; nor 
was i t honourable to receive any t h i n g in way of compensation for his 
munificence in br inging forth bread and wine ,—which were to sell 
his kindness and spoil his bounty ; nor would Abraham have deprived 
the k i n g of Sodom and others of any of their goods, to give them 
unto another. Wherefore he received them as a priest, to offer 
what was meet in sacrifice to God; whereon, no doubt, according to 
the custom of those times, there was a feast, wherein they°ate 
bread together, and were mutua l ly refreshed. (3.) This matter was 
afterwards precisely determined in the law, wherein al l tithes were 
appropriated unto the priests. I observe these things, only to show 
that the apostle had jus t ground to infer from hence the sacerdotal 
power of Melcbisedec, and his pre-eminence i n that office above 
Abraham. For every t h i n g in the Scripture is significant, and hath 
its especial design, the whole being inlaid w i t h t ru th by infinite 
wisdom, whether we apprehend i t or no. W i t h o u t this l ight given 
by the H o l y Sp ir i t himself, how should we have conceived that this 
g iv ing the tenth of the spoils to Melchisedec was designed to prove 
his greatness and dignity above Abraham and a l l the Levit ical priests 
on that account, as the great type and representative of Jesus Christ? 
A n d indeed a l l the mysteries of sacred t r u t h which are contained i n 
the Old Testament, are seen clearly only in the l i ght of the N e w ; and 
the doctrine of the Gospel is the only rule and measure of the inter­
pretation of the writings of the Old Testament. Wherefore, although 
the writings of both are equally the word of God, yet the revelation 
made immediately by Jesus Christ is that which ought to be our 
guide in the whole. A n d they do but deceive themselves and others, 
who, in the interpretation of mystical passages and prophecies of 
the Old Testament, do neglect the accomplishment of them and 
l i g h t given unto them in the New, tak ing up wi th Jewish t rad i ­
tions, or vain conjectures of their o w n ; — s u d i as the late writings of 
some highly pretending unto learning are stuffed withal . A n d we 
may see from hence, (1.) H o w necessary i t is for us, according to the 
command of our Saviour, to "search the Scriptures," John v. 3 9 ; — 
tfiw&v, to make a scrupulous inquiry , a di l igent investigation, ' to 
find out things hidden, or parcels of gold ore. So are we directed 
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to "seek for wisdom as silver, and to search for her as for h id trea­
sures," Prov. i i . 4. There are precious, useful, significant truths in 
the Scripture, so disposed of, so la id up, as that i f we accomplish not 
a di l igent search we shall never set eye on them. The common 
course of reading the Scripture, and the common help of expositors, 
— w h o for the most part go in the same track, and scarce venture 
one step beyond those that are gone before t h e m , — w i l l not suffice, i f 
we intend a discovery of these h id treasures. This diligent search 
was attended unto by the prophets themselves under the old testa­
ment, w i t h respect unto their own prophecies, which they received 
by inspiration, 1 Pet. i . 10, 11. God gave out those deep and sacred 
truths by them which they comprehended not, but made diligent 
inquiry into the mind of the H o l y Ghost in the words which them­
selves had spoken. W h a t belongs unto this dil igent search shall be 
elsewhere declared. (2.) That the clear revelations of the New Tes­
tament ought to be our,principal rule i n the interpretation of difficult 
passages in the Old. W h a t our apostles in these cases had by i m ­
mediate inspiration and direction, that we must look for from what 
is recorded in their wr i t ings ; which is sufficient for us, and w i l l not 
fail us. 

There is great inquiry usually made on this place, whether tithes 
be due by the l i ght of nature, or at least by such a moral-positive 
command of God as should be perpetually obligatory unto all wor­
shippers unto the end of the world. This many contend for, and 
the principal reasons which they plead from the Scripture are these: 
1. That tithes were paid before the law as well as under the law; 
and what was so observed in the worship of God,—namely, that 
being in usage before the law, and confirmed by the law,—is or ig i ­
nally of the law of nature, and could have no other fountain. 2. Our 
L o r d Jesus Christ himself, speaking of tithing mint and cummin, 
npproveth of i t , aff irming that those things ought not to be omitted, 
though the most inferior instance that could be given of the duty. 
3. H e seems in l ike manner to have respect thereunto, when he 
commands to " g i v e unto Ccesar the things that are Ccesar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's," which were the t i thes ; the 
law concerning them being thereby confirmed, which proves i t not 
to be ceremonial. A n d this some men judge to be a certain argu­
ment of that which is moral and unalterable,—namely, the appointed 
usage of i t before the law, under the law, and under the gospel after 
the expiration of the law of ceremonies, or " the law of command­
ments contained in ordinances." A n d i t seems so to be, i f there be 
the same reason of the law or command i n a l l these seasons; for 
otherwise i t is not so. For instance, i t is supposed that the eating 
of blood was forbidden before the law, and assuredly i t was so under 
the law, and is so in the New Testament, Acts xv . : which yet proves 
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i t not to be morally evil and perpetually forbidden; for i t is not so 
upon the same grounds and reasons. For in that place of Gen. ix. 4, 
" B u t flesh with the life thereof, that is, the blood thereof, shall ye 
not eat," blood is not absolutely forbidden, but i n some cases, and 
w i t h respect unto a certain end. I t was not to be eaten whilst i t 
was yet hot and warm i n the flesh; which prohibit ion God gave to 
prevent that savage custom which yet afterwards got ground among 
men, of eating flesh, l ike ravenous beasts, whilst the .blood was yet 
warm in i t . Under the law i t was forbidden, because God had taken 
i t to be the principal part of sacrifices, and far the most significant, 
Lev. xv i i . 5, 6, 11,14. A n d i n the 15th of the Acts i t is only occa­
sionally forbidden for a season, to avoid scandal and offence. So that 
i f i t should be supposed that the matter of the prohibit ion before the 
law, under the law, and i n that synod at Jerusalem, were the same, 
yet the reasons of i t being various, i t doth not prove a morality in 
the law, or such as should be everlastingly obligatory. B u t where 
not only the subject-matter, but the formal reason of the command 
is the same, there i t is of natural equity, and unalterable; and so i t 
is said to be in the case of tithes. 

I shall not enter into any long digression about this controverted 
subject. I t is such as wherein the various interests of men have 
engaged their utmost diligence, on the one hand and on the other. 
B u t this I am sure enough of, that unless they were paid by them 
that give them with more conscience and regard unto duty than 
generally they seem to be, not one in a thousand having respect in 
the payment of them to any t h i n g but the c iv i l law of the l a n d ; and 
unless they were turned unto a better account w i t h them by whom 
they are received than generally they do; i t is to no great purpose to 
dispute upon what grounds or by what r ight they are due unto any. 
A n d without solicitousness concerning offence, I shall take leave to 
say, that i t is no safe plea for many to insist on, that tithes are due 
and divine, as they speak,—that is, by a b inding law of God,—now 
under the gospel. For be the law and inst i tut ion what i t w i l l , 
no th ing is more certain than that there is noth ing due under the 
gospel, by virtue of God's command or inst i tut ion w i t h respect 
unto his worship, unto any who do not whol ly give up themselves 
unto the ministry, and " l a b o u r in the word and doctrine;" unless 
they be such as are disenabled by age and infirmities, who are 
not to be forsaken a l l the days of their lives. For men to live i n 
pleasure and idleness, according to the pomp, vanities, and grandeur 
of the world, neither rising early, nor going to bed late, nor spend­
i n g their t ime and strength i n the service of the church, according to 
the duties required of a l l the ministers thereof in the gospel, to sing 
unto themselves that tithes are due to them by the appointment and 
law of God, is a fond imagination, a dream that w i l l fill them w i t h 
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perplexity when they shall awake. B u t as unto the question in 
hand, I shall briefly give m y thoughts about i t i n the ensuing obser­
vations and propositions:— 

B y " t i thes " is understood either the express law of tithing, or pay­
ing the tenth of a l l our substance and of the whole increase of the 
ear th ; or only the dedicating of a certain portion of what we have 
unto the uses of the worship and service of God. 1. I f this latter be 
intended, i t is w i t h me past a l l doubt and question that a bountiful 
part of our enjoyments is to be separated unto the use and service 
of the worship of God, particularly unto the comfortable and honour­
able supportment of them that labour i n the ministry. A n d i t is no 
small part of that confusion which we suffer under, that Christians, 
being i n a l l places compelled to pay the tenth by c ivi l laws unto 
some or other, whether they w i l l or no, are either discouraged, or 
disenabled, or t h i n k themselves discharged from doing that which 
God certainly requireth at their hands i n a way of duty? However, 
this w i l l be no excuse for any, for generally they have yet left unto 
them that whereby they may discharge their duty in an acceptable 
manner; and I cannot but wonder how some men can satisfy their 
consciences i n this matter, i n such circumstances as I shall not now 

' name. 

2. I f the strict legal course of tithing be intended, i t cannot be 
proved from this text, nor from any other instance before the law; for 
Abraham gave only the tenth of the spoils, which were not tithable 
by law. For i f the places taken or destroyed i n war were anathe­
matized, as Jericho was, and also Amalek, no portion was to be re­
served, under a pretence of sacrifice or any other sacred use; as Saul 
found to his cost. A n d i f they were not anathematized, al l the spoils 
were left entirely unto the people that went to war, without any 
sacred decimation. So the Reubenites and the Gadites, at their 
return over Jordan into their own land, carried a l l their r ich spoils 
and cattle w i t h them, no t i the being mentioned, Josh. x x i i . 8 ;— 
although there is no question but many of them offered their free­
w i l l offerings at the tabernacle. A n d when God would have a sacred 
portion out of the spoils, as he would have i n the wilderness, out of 
those that were taken from the Midianites, to manifest that they fell 
not under the law of tithes, he took not the tenth part, but one por­
t ion of five hundred from the soldiers, and one of fifty from the 
people, N u m b . x x x i . 28^30. Wherefore the g iv ing of the tenth of 
the spoils was not from the obligation of any law, but was an act of 

free-will and choice i n the offerer. B u t yet there was so great an 
equity herein also,—namely, that God should have an acknowledg­
ment in the fruits of those successes which he gave i n war, that 

out of the spoils of his and his people's enemies David made his pro­
vision for the bui lding of the temple. A n d the captains of the host 
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that went against Mid ian , after a tr ibute was raised for the Lord out 
of the spoils according unto the proportions mentioned, when they 
found the goodness of God in the preservation of their soldiers, whereof 
there was not one lost, they made a new voluntary oblation unto 
God out of their spoils, N u m b . x x x i . 48-50. A n d as for the i n ­
stance of Jacob, who vowed unto God the tenth of a l l , i t is so far 
from proving that the tenth was due by virtue of any law, that i t 
proves the contrary. For had i t been so, i t could not have been the 
matter of an extraordinary vow, whereby he could express his obe­
dience unto God. 

3. The precise law of t i t h i n g is not confirmed in the gospel. For 
that saying of our Saviour's approving the t i t h i n g of m i n t and 
cummin, evidently respects that legal inst i tut ion which was then in 
force, and could not be violated without sin. A n d by his approba­
t ion of that law, and of the duty i n observance of i t , he did no more 
confirm i t , or ascribe an obligatory power unto i t under the gospel, 
than he did so unto a l l those other ceremonial institutions which 
both he himself observed as a man made under the law, and en­
jo ined others so to do. They al l continued in f u l l force " u n t i l the 
t ime of reformation," which gave them their bounds and l imits , Heb. 
ix . 10, and ended w i t h his resurrection. H is other saying, of " g iv­
ing unto Cajsar the things that are Csesar's, and unto God the things 
that are God's," respects our whole moral obedience unto God, and 
not this or that particular institution. The meaning of i t is, that we 
are to pay or perform unto God al l whatever he requireth of us in a 
way of obedience; but what that is i n particular, is not here deter­
mined. A n d other mention of tithes i n the gospel there is none. 

4. Whereas by the l i ght of nature, al l rules of reason and posi­
t ive institutions, a portion of what God is pleased to give unto every 
man is to be returned unto him, in the way of his worship and ser­
vice, wherein i t may be used according unto his appointment ; and 
whereas before the g iv ing of the law sundry holy men fixed on the 
tenth part, as that which was meetest to be so dedicated unto God, 
and that, as is probable, not without some especial conduct of the 
H o l y Spir i t , i f not upon express revelation; and whereas this was 
afterwards expressly confirmed under the law by positive inst i tut ion, 
the equity whereof is urged i n the gospel; i t is the best direction 
that can be given unto any what proportion of their estate should be 
set apart unto this purpose. Here in , I confess, so many circum­
stances are in particular cases to be considered, as that i t is impos­
sible any one certain rule should be prescribed uuto al l persons. 
B u t whereas withal there is no need i n the least to furnish men w i t h 
pleas and excuses for the non-performance of their duty, at least 
as unto the necessary degrees of i t , I shall not suggest any t h i n g 
unto them which may be used to that purpose. I shall therefore 
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leave this rule in its fu l l latitude, as the best direction of practice i n 
this matter. 

5. O n these suppositions i t is that the apostle, treating of this 
matter, makes no use of the r ight or law of t i th ing , though directly 
unto his purpose i f i t had not been abrogated. For intending to 
prove that the ministers of the gospel ought to be liberally sup­
ported in their work w i t h the earthly things of them unto whom 
they do administer the things of God, he argueth from the l ight of 
nature, the general equity of other cases, the analogy of legal inst i ­
tutions, the rules of justice, w i t h the especial institution of Christ i n 
the gospel, but makes no mention of the natural or legal r ight of 
t i t h i n g , 1 Cor. ix. 7-14. A n d farther I shall not at present divert 
on this subject. A n d we may observe, t h a t , — 

Obs. X X I V . Whatsoever we receive signally from God i n a way 
of mercy, we ought to return a portion of i t unto h i m in a way of 
d u t y . — T h a t this was the practice of the saints of old might easily 
be proved by an induction of instances, from this act of Abraham 
(yea, from the sacrifice of Abel ) down to the vow of Jacob, the dedi­
cations of David , Solomon, and others, i n their respective places and 
generations. The l i ght of nature also counted i t as a duty amon" 
a l l the civilized heathens. The offerings and sacred dedications of 
nations and private families are famous on this account. A n d i t 
was laid as a lasting blemish on good Hezekiah, that he rendered not 
unto the L o r d according to the mercy which he had received. 

A n d we may do well to consider, 1. That no man hath any great 
or signal success i n any affair or occasion', more than others, or more 
than at other times, but there w i l l be in his mind an ascription of 
i t unto one cause or another. This the nature of things makes 
necessary, nor can i t be avoided, Hab. i l l . 2. That whatever a 
man doth secretly ascribe such success unto, that he makes i n 
some sense his god. " T h e y sacrifice unto their net, and burn i n ­
cense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fat, and 
their meat plenteous," Hab. i . 16. They ascribed their successes 
unto their own strength, endeavours, and means that they used. 
Hereby they deified themselves as far as i n them lay ; and therefore 
these thoughts are called sacrificing and burning incense, which 
were expressions of religious worship. A n d i t is 1 1 0 better wi th us, 
when, i n our successes i n our trades and affairs, we secretly applaud 
our own endeavours and the means we have used as the only causes 
of them. 3. I t is a great sign that a man hath not engaged God in 
the gett ing of any th ing , when he w i l l not entitle h i m unto any 
portion of what is gotten. There are two evils common in the world 
i n this case. Some w i l l make no acknowledgment unto God, i n the 
especial consecration of any part of their substance unto h i m ' where 
i t is lawful ly g o t t e n ; and some w i l l make great dedications of 
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what hath been gotten by robbery, spoils, oppression, and violence. 
Many public works of munificence and charity, as they are called, 
have had no other original. This is but an endeavour to entitle 
God unto injustice, and draw h i m to a copartnership w i t h them, by 
g iv ing h i m a share i n the advantage. God " h a t e t h robbery for 
burnt-offering," I s a Ix i . 8 ; and " he smiteth his hand at men's dis­
honest ga in , " Ezek. xx i i . 13. H e w i l l have nothing to do w i t h such 
things, nor accept of any portion of them or from them, however 
he may overpower things in his providence unto his glory. Both 
these ways are fu l l of evil , though the latter be the worst. 4. No 
man hath any ground to reckon that he can settle what he hath 
unto himself or his, where this chief rent unto God is left unpaid. 
H e w i l l at one time or other make a re-entry upon the whole, take 
the forfeiture of i t , and t u r n the ungrateful tenant out of posses­
sion. A n d , among other things, this makes so many estates indus­
triously gotten so speedily moulder away as we see tbey do i n the 
world. 5. God hath always his receivers ready to accept of what is 
tendered, namely, his poor, and those that attend the ministry of 
his house. 

Seventhly, The apostle pursues his design and argument from the 
name and t i t l e of the person spoken of, w i t h their interpretat ion: 
" First being, by interpretation, K i n g of righteousness, and after that 
also K i n g of Salem, that is, K i n g of peace." A n d we shall consider 
herein, 1. The names themselves, w i t h their interpretation. 2. The 
grounds or reasons of the apostle's arguing from this interpretation. 
3. W h a t is intended in them, or what he would have us learn from 
them. 4. Their order, which he particularly observes. 

1. H e respecteth (1.) H i s proper name— that is, Melchisedec; for 
M .^<«3U . t h e f a n c y o f s o m e , that Sedec was a place or city where 

first he reigned, as he did afterwards at Salem, is very 
fond. For then he must be utter ly without a name belonging unto 
his person; which the apostle doth not observe, as he would° have 
done one way or other, had any such unusual t h i n g offered i t ­
self unto h i m . Besides, had i t been so, he would not have been 
called Melchisedec, but rather Melee Sedec, as he is said to be Melee 
Salem. is a " k i n g ; " and by the interposition of yod to smooth 
the composition, the former segol is turned into pathach, and the 
latter into shevah, whence Melchi ariseth. Some would have this 
yod to be a pronoun affix; and then the meaning of the word is 

" m y k i n g ; " and on this supposition, t a k i n g for 
P^V, Sedek for Saddik, they would render i t , " m y 
righteous k i n g . " B u t there is nothing more ordinary, 

in the composition of names, than the interposition of yod parago-
r icum, to soften the sound and pronunciation of them. So is i t i n 
Adonizedek, Adonibezek, Abimelech, A h i t u b , Abishua, Abishag, 
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Abishalom, and sundry others. Wherefore Melchi is nothing but 
the name Melee, a " k i n g , " a l i t t le varied, to fit i t unto the°com-
position intended. PJX is " righteousness." A n d so the whole name 
is properly interpreted and rendered by our apostle /W,X S 1 ) ; d,x.a,o-

<swm, a " k i n g of righteousness." 
(2.) H is title is, xbp ^ p , '< the k i n g of Salem;" of which place we 

have spoken before. This is, by interpretation, saith 
our apostle, (3aei\ivi tip^ng, the " k i n g of peace." Some , l s " , u ' ' " "*-
t h i n k that herein occurs a greater difficulty than did i n 
the interpretation of his name. For " Salem," say they doth 
not signify "peace," but D W , « Shalom." Salem is only as much 
as " pacificus," peaceable; n o t " pax," or peace itself. B u t yet neither 
ought this to give us any trouble. For instances may be given i n 
this language wherein the same word is used sometimes substan­
tively, sometimes adjectively; as, for instance, T I N , and -px , and 

are. A n d upon the matter the signification is the same. " Rex 
pacificus" and " r e x pacis" do both denote h i m that is the maker 
and author of peace. So God on that account is called the " God 
of peace," Rom. xv. 33, x v l 20 ; 1 Thess. v. 23 ; 2 Thess. i i i . 16; Heb. 
xm. 20. Wherefore, as we ought to acquiesce in the authority of 
the apostle, who knew better than us al l the signification of these 
names, so that he gives is proper, according unto our best conception 
of these things. 

2. I t may be inquired what ground the apostle had to argue from 
the signification of those names, which seems to be but a curious 
and in f i rm k i n d of argumentation; and we find by experience, that 
whilst some have followed and imitated, as they supposed, this ex­
ample, they have fallen into woful mistakes. 

Ans. (1.) The apostle takes i t for granted in general, that every 
t h i n g in the story of Melchisedec was mystical and figurative. This 
he did on good grounds, because the only reason of its introduction 
was to give a representation of the person and priesthood of Christ. 

(2.) I t was usual, under the old testament, to have names given 
unto children by a spir it of prophecy; as to Noah, Peleg, and others, 
yea, i t may be most of the patriarchs. I t was so also to have men's 
names changed upon some great and solemn occasions: as A b r a m 
was called A b r a h a m ; Sarai, Sarah; Jacob was called Israe l ; and 
Solomon, Jedidiah. A n d whereas this was sometimes done by 
divine authority, as in the instances mentioned, whence i t was highly 
significant; so the people, in imitat ion thereof, did often give other 
names to themselves, or others, on some occasion wherewith thev 
were affected. Hence i t is that we find the same persons so fre"-
quently called by divers names; which gives no l i t t l e difficulty i n 
genealogies. B u t where this was done by divine warranty, i t was 
doctrinal, and prophetically instructive. So was i t i n that great 
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name given unto our Lord Jesus Christ himself, namely, Immanuel • 
which the evangelist remembers, and gives us the interpretation' 
thereof, Matt . i . 2 3 . Now, whether this name was given to Melchi ­
sedec from his nat iv i ty by a spirit of prophecy, as is most pro­
bable, or whether his name was changed by God himself when he 
was publicly called unto his office, is uncertain, and no way needful 
to be inquired i n t o ; but certain i t is, that this name was given h i m 
by divine direction, and that for the very end for which i t is here 
used and applied by our apostle. A n d no countenance can hence 
be taken unto their curiosity who seek for mysteries out of names 
and their numbers, which, for aught they know, had a casual imposi­
t ion, or that which resoected some particular occasion whereof they 
are utter ly ignorant. 

(3 . ) As for the name of the place where he reigned, or Salem, i t 
was also given unto i t on the same ground, to be presignificative of the 
work that was to be effected by H i m whom he typed out. Most 
probably at that t ime God first gave that name unto that place-
for that i t was not the Salem by Sychem we have before declared' 
A n d I am persuaded that God himself, by some providence of his 
or other int imation of his mind , gave that name of Peace first unto 
that city, because there he designed not only to rest in his typical 
worship for a season, but also i n the fulness of t ime there to ac­
complish the great work of peace-making between himself and 
mankind . Hence i t was afterwards, by the same guidance, called 
Jerusalem, or a Vision of Peace, because of the many visions and 
prophecies concerning the spiritual and eternal peace which was to 
be wrought and published i n that place; as also from al l those holy 
institutions of his worship which there represented the means where­
by that peace was to be wrought, namely, the sacrifice of Christ 
himself, the only real and proper priest of the church. 

Wherefore our apostle doth just ly argue from the signification of 
those names, which were given both to the person and place by 
divine authority and guidance, that they might teach and fore-signify 
the things whereunto by h i m they are applied. 

3. The interpretation of the names being proper, and the argu­
ment from thence in this case useful, as to the signification of them 
i t must be inquired how this man was " k i n g of righteousness and 
peace. Most suppose that no more is intended but that he was a 
righteous and peaceable k ing , one that ruled righteously and lived 
peaceably. A n d i t is true that absolutely i n himself, and as unto 
his own personal qualifications, he was so, and no more, nor could be 
more. B u t these names have respect to his relative state, and were 
given h i m as a type of Christ. H e was a " k i n g of righteousness and 
peace as he was " without father and without mother ; " that is to 
represent Christ i n his office. Really, he was a righteous and peace-
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able k i n g ; typically, he was the " k i n g of righteousness and peace." 
Now, " the k i n g of righteousness" is h im who is the author, cause, and 
dispenser of righteousness unto others ; as God is said to be " The 
L O R D our Righteousness." A n d so is " t h e k ing of peace" also; in 
which sense God is called " the God of peace." Thus was i t wi th 
Melchisedec as he was the representative of Jesus Christ. 

4. The last th ing that the apostle observes from these names and 
titles, is their order, wherein i t is natural that the name of a man 
should precede the t i t le of his r u l e : " First , K i n g of righteousness, 
and afterwards K i n g of peace." Righteousness must go first, and 
then peace w i l l follow after. So i t is promised of Christ and his 
kingdom, that " in his days shall the righteous flourish ; and abun­
dance of peace so long as the moon endureth," Ps. l x x i i . 7. First 
they are made righteous, and then they have peace. A n d Isa. xxx i i . 
17 , " The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and peace for ever." This is the order of 
these things. ^ There is no peace but what proceedeth from, and is 
the effect of righteousness. So these things with respect unto Christ 
are declared by the psalmist, Ps. Ixxxv. 9 - 1 3 . W h a t we are taught 
hence is,—• ° 

Obs. X X V . That the Lord Jesus Christ is the only k i n g of righte­
ousness and peace unto the church. See Isa. xxx i i . 1, 2, i x . 6".— 
H e is not only a righteous and peaceable k ing , as were his types, 
Melchisedec and Solomon; but he is the author, cause, procurer' 
and dispenser of righteousness and peace to the church. So is i t 
declared, Jer. x x i i i . 5, 6, " B e h o l d the days come, saith the L O U D , 
that I w i l l raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a K i n g shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice i n the 
earth. I n his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely : and this is his name whereby he shall be called, The L O R D 
our Righteousness." H e is righteous, and reigneth righteously; but 
this is not a l l , he is " The L O R D our Righteousness." 

Eighth ly , The apostle proceeds yet unto other instances in the 
description of Melchisedec, wherein he was " made l ike unto the Son 
of God: " Verse 3, " W i t h o u t father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of l i fe . " The things here 
asserted, being at the first view strange and uncouth, would ad­
minister occasion unto large discourses, and accordingly have been 
the subject of many inquiries and conjectures ; but i t is no way unto 
the edification of those who are sober and godly, to engage into any 
long disputes about those things wherein a l l learned, sober exposi­
tors are come to an issue and agreement, as they are in general in 
this matter. For i t is granted that Melchisedec was a man, really 
and t ru ly so, and therefore of necessity must have had a l l these 
things ; for the nature of man, after h i m who was first created, who 
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ye also had beginning of life and end of days, doth not exist w i t h ­
out them. Wherefore these things are not denied of h i m absolutely 
but i n some sense, and w i t h respect unto some especial end. Now 
this is w i th respect unto his office; therein, or as he bare that office 
he was " without father, without mother / ' etc. A n d how doth i t 
appear that so i t was w i t h h i m ? I t doth so because none of them 
is recorded or mentioned i n the Scripture, which yet di l igently re­
c o rded them concerning other persons ; and in particufar, those 
who could not find and prove their genealogies were by no means 
to be admitted unto the priesthood, Ezra i i . 61-63. A n d we may 
therefore by this rule inquire into the part iculars :— 

1. I t is said of h im i n the first place, that he was " without father 
•A^™, W l t h ° u t m ° t l>er," whereon part of the latter clause, 
•AMir»f. name ly , " without beginning of days," doth depend. B u t 

how could a mortal man come into the world without 
father or mother ? « Man that is born of a woman," is the descrip-

•Ay,„.xt t l 0 n ° f 6 V e r y m a n ; w h a t t h e re fore can be intended ? The 
yvr.,. next word declares he was &yma).6ynTos,—" wi thout de-

^ scent," say we. B u t ymaXoyla is a"generation, a descent 
a pedigree, not absolutely, but "rehearsed, described, recorded " r , , . ' 
aX,ynroi is he whose stock and descent is entered upon record A n d 
so on the contrary, dy^aUy,^ is not he who hath no descent, no 
genealogy, but he whose descent and pedigree is nowhere entered 
recorded reckoned up. Thus the apostle himself plainly expressed 
his word, verse 6 -O M y . « « X ^ . w s % whose descent 

is not counted ; that is, reckoned up i n record. Thus was Melchi ­
sedec without father and mother, i n that the Spir i t of God, whoso 
tZ ^ ? n , % r C u° r d e d S e n e a l ° S i e s ^ other patriarchs and 
S a < Zf; Td t h f f ° r n ° ] 6 S S a n e D d t h a n to m a " i f e s t the 

t r u t h and faithfulness of God in his promises, speaks nothing unto 
this purpose concerning him. H e is introduced as i t were one fa l l ­
ing Irom heaven, appearing on a sudden, reigning i n Salem and 
officiating the office of the priesthood unto the mosf high G o T 

2. On the same account is he said to be " w i t h o u t beginning of 
«>- f a ? s a n d e n d o f l i f e " For as he was a mortal man he 

x), i/ufS., had both. H e was assuredly born, and did no less cer-
tamly die, than other m e n ; but neither of these is 
recorded concerning him. W e have no more to do wi th 

h i m , to learn from h im, nor are concerned i n h i m , but only as he is 
described m, the Scnpture, and there is no mention therein of the 
beginning of his days, or the end of his life. Whatever, therefore 
he m.ght have in hunself, he had none to us. Consider a l l the othe 
patriarchs mentioned in the writ ings of Moses, and you shall find 
heir descent recorded, who was their father, and so upwards unto 

the first m a n ; and not only so, but the t ime of their b i r t h and death 
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the beginning of their days and the end of their lives, is exactly re­
corded. For i t is constantly said of them, such a one lived so W 
and begat such a son; wh,ch fixeth the time of b ir th . Then of 2 

end o" Hs" ? 1 8 S a T , h e l i V , e d S ° ^ ; W h l c h determines r e 
end of his days These things are expressly recorded. B u t con-
ermng Melchisedec none of these things are spoken. N o m n on 

is made of father or mother, no genealogy is recorded of what st k 

So ffif J 6 W H ; . " t h 6 r e a C C 0 - k o f l ' i s b i r th or death 
So that all these things are wanting unto h im in this historical nar-
ation where.n our faith and knowledge are alone concerned Some 

s t e ^ T L T w o f d t : - ^ * ^ ** ^ °< ^ 
(1.) Whereas the observation of the apostle is bui l t upon the 

sdence of Moses i n the h i s t o r y , - w h i c h was sufficient for h im what ! 
ever was the cause and reason of that s i lence , -we may b o u i r e 
whence i t was. Whence was i t , I say, that Mose's should f n Z „ ™ 
so grea and excellent a person as Melchisedec without any men 

on of his race or stock, of his parents or progenitors, of his r le a n d 

fa 11, contrary unto his own custom in other cases, and contrary unto 
al l rules of useful history? For to introduce so great a person n 

any story, and on so great an occasion, without g iv ing a n y T c c o ^ t 
of h im or of any of his circumstances, whereby his c o L r n m e n t i n 
o ^ r f h S ^ ^ ^ k D 0 T O ' i S » ~ r a r y u n t o >ZZ 

Ans. [I] Some of the Jews absurdly imagine that i t was because 
his parents were not only obscure, but that he was born o7forn a-
iron, and so he had no r ight of genealogy. B u t this is faithTfool-
jsh and w,cked imagination. For i t is not to be supposed God would 
have advanced a person known to be of such an extract and or I n 

k i n d W " ° f t h e / n e f l 0 ° d ' a n d t h a t 0 f t h e » « t excellen 
k i n d that ever was under the old testament. For beinc ] o w and 
mean m he world, i t is neither disadvantage nor d i s p a r t 
the best of men were so, and al l the chief patriarchs were but shen-' 

would J " ' ^ 1 8 a ° f i n f a ^ i D t h e w o r l d > - G o d 
would not ra,se such an one to administer peculiarly unto h im and 
that as a type of his own Son, who was to be incarnate 

2.J borne say that there is no singular thing herein, but that i t 
» done according to the custom of Scripture, which rela es onyt le 
genealogies of the patriarchs who were of that lineage from when e 
Christ did come ; but when i t makes mention of any others, though 
they be never so eminent, i t reckoned not up their genealogy Thu 
i t dealet h w, h Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses; and w . t l f j o > so 
great and holy a person, concerning whom i t says no more but that 

I here was a man i n the land of Uz, whose name was Job " A n d 
some things may be allowed herein; but the instances are no way 
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parallel. For Jethro, he was a stranger unto the church, and there 
is a fu l l account concerning h i m , so far as i t is either necessary or 
useful that we should in point of story know any t h i n g of h i m . A n d 
the story of Job is a separate story, wherein himself only and family 
were concerned; and we have therein his country, the number and 
names of his children, w i t h the years of his life, and t ime of his 
death. B u t as we have none of these things in the account of M e l ­
chisedec, so he is introduced as one in whom the church of God was 
publicly concerned. Wherefore,— 

[3 . ] The true cause of the omission of al l these things was the same 
w i t h that of the inst i tut ion of his priesthood, and the introduction 
of his person in the story. A n d this was, that he might be the more 
express and signal representative of the Lord Christ in his priesthood. 
For to this end i t was not only needful that he should be declared 
to be a priest, as the Messiah was to be, but also in that declaration 
al l those circumstances were to be observed wherein the nature of 
the priesthood of Christ might be any way prefigured. A f ter this, the 
church being reduced into a standing order for succession, i t was 
obliged necessarily for many generations unto a priesthood which 
depended solely on their genealogy and pedigree both by father and 
mother, Ezra x. 18, 19; Neh. v i i . 63-Go. Wherefore, whereas the 
priesthood of our Lord Christ was to depend on no such descent, 
(" for i t is evident that our L o r d sprang of Judah, whereof Moses 
spake nothing concerning priesthood,") i t was necessary that i t should 
be original ly represented by one who had no genealogy, seeing that, 
as unto his office, he himself was to have none. A n d therefore] 
when the church of Israel was in the highest enjoyment of the 
Levit ical priesthood,—whose office depended wholly on their gene­
alogy, yea, so far as that on a supposition of a defect or change thereof, 
not only the priesthood itself, but al l the sacred worship also which 
i t was designed to officiate, must utter ly cease,—yet the H o l y Ghost 
then thought meet to mind them that a priest was to come without 
respect unto any such descent or genealogy, i n that he was to be 
"af ter the order of Melchisedec," who had none, Ps. ex. 4. This is the 
true and only reason why, in the story of Melchisedec as the priest 
of the most high God, there is no mention made of father, mother, 
genealogy, beginning of life, or end of days. 

A n d we may herein consider the sovereign wisdom of the H o l y 
Ghost, in bringing forth t r u t h unto l i ght according as the state and 
condition of the church doth require. A n d first, he proposeth only 
a naked story of a person that was a type of Christ, and that ob­
scurely and sparingly. Something the men of the age wherein he 
lived m i g h t learn by his ministrations, but not much. For that 
which was principally instructive in h i m for. the use of the church 
was not of force u n t i l a l l his circumstances were forgotten; and the 
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church was now to be instructed, not so much by what he was, as 
by what was recorded of h i m : wherein the Scripture superseded'all 
tradit ion that m i g h t be of h i m i n the world ; yea, the contrivance of 
any tradit ion concerning his parents, b i r t h , and death, had been con­
trary to the m i n d of God, and what instruction he intended the 
church by h im. Afterwards, when, i t may be, all thoughts of any 
U S G or design of this story in Moses were lost, and the church was 
fu l ly satisfied i n a priesthood quite of another nature, the H o l y 
Ghost, in one word of prophecy, instructs the church, not only that 
the things spoken concerning Melchisedec were not so recorded for 
his sake, or on his own account, but w i t h respect unto another priest 
which was afterwards to arise, by h i m represented,—which gave a 
new consideration, sense/and design to the whole story,—but more­
over gives i t to know that the priesthood which i t then enjoyed was 
not always to continue, but that another of another nature was to be 
introduced, as was signified long before the institution of that priest­
hood which they enjoyed, Ps. ex. 4. A n d though this was sufficient 
for the use and edificatiou of the church i n those days, yet i t was 
left greatly in the dark as to the ful l design and meaning of these 
things. A n d therefore i t is evident that at the comiug of our 

• Saviour, and the accomplishment of this type, the church of the 
Jews had utter ly lost a l l knowledge and understanding of the mys­
tery of i t , and the promise renewed in the psalm. For they thought 
i t strange that there should be a priest that had no genealogy,°no 
solemn consecration nor investiture, w i t h his office. Wherefore our 
apostle, entering upon the unfolding of this mystery, doth not only 
preface i t w i t h an assertion of its difficulty, or how hard i t was to 
be understood aright, but also, by a long previous discourse, variously 
prepareth their minds unto a most dil igent attention. A n d the 
reason of i t was, not only because they had ut ter ly lost the under­
standing that was given i n these things formerly, but also because 
the true understanding of them would put an end at that t ime unto 
that priesthood and worship which they had adhered unto. Where­
fore u n t i l this t ime the church was not able to bear the true under­
standing of this mystery, and now they could no longer be without 
i t . Hence i t is here so ful ly and particularly declared by our apostle. 
A n d we may observe,— 

Obs. X X V I . That the church never did in any age, nor ever shall 
want that instruction by divine revelation which is needful unto its 
edification in faith and obedience.—This i t had in al l ages, accord­
ing unto that gradual progression which God gave unto l ight and 
t r u t h in the explication of the great mystery of his grace, which was 
h id in h i m from the foundation of the world. A n instance hereof 
we have in the things which concern this Melchisedec, as we have 
observed. The church had never need to look after the traditions 

Revival Books 
Reserved Rights 

www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


336 A N E X P O S I T I O N O F T I I E [ C H A P . VII . VER. 1-3. E P I S T L E T O T H E H E B R E W S . 

of their fathers, or to betake themselves unto their own inventions-
their instruction by revelation was always sufficient for the state and 
condition wherein they were. Much more, therefore, is i t so now 
when the sum and perfection of a l l divine revelations is given in 
unto us by Jesus Christ. 

Obs. X X V I I . I t is a great honour to serve in the church, by doing 
or suffering, for the use and service of future generations.—This was 
the honour of Melchisedec, that he was employed i n a service the 
true use and advantage whereof was not given in unto the church 
u n t i l many generations after. A n d I add suffering unto doing 
because i t is well known what glories have sprung up in future a<res' 
upon the past sufferings of others. ° ' 

Obs X X V I I I . The Scripture is so absolutely the rule, measure, and 
boundary of our faith and knowledge in spiritual things, as that 
what i t conceals is instructive, as well as what i t expresseth.—This 
the apostle manifests in many of his observations concerning M e l ­
chisedec, and his inferences from thence. B u t I have, as I remem­
ber, discoursed somewhat hereof before. 

(2.) Our next inquiry is, wherein Melchisedec was typical of 
Christ, or what of a l l this belongeth unto the fol lowing assertion 
that " h e was made l ike unto the Son of G o d ; " that is, so described 
as that he m i g h t have a great resemblance of h im. 
_ Ans. I t is generally thought that he was so in the whole and 
in every particular mentioned distinctly. Thus he is said to be 
" without father, and without mother" (no mention is made of them) 
because the Lord Christ was in some sense so also. H e was w i t h ­
out father on earth as to his human nature ; w i t h respect whereunto 
God says that he w i l l "create a new t h i n g in the earth, a woman 
shall compass a man, " Jer. x x x i . 22,—or conceive a man without 
natural generation. A n d he was without mother as to his person 
or divine nature, being the " only begotten of the Father , " by an 
eternal generation of his own person. B u t yet i t must not be denied 
but that , on the other side, he had both father and mother,—a 
father as to his divine, and a mother as to his human n a t u r e j ' b u t 
as to his whole person, he was wi thout father and mother. Again 
whereas he is said to be " w i t h o u t genealogy," i t is of somewhat 
a difficult application ; for the genealogy of Christ was / 3 , ' C X . 6 

? . « « « . - , or n r f w The " r o l l of his pedigree" is declared by 

two of the evangelists, the one dr iv ing of i t up to Abraham, the 
other unto A d a m ; as i t was necessary, to manifest the t r u t h of his 
human nature and the faithfulness of God in the accomplishment of his 
promises. I t may be, therefore, respect is had unto these words of 
the prophet, Isa. l i i i . 8, rsrtt* <p Vift W h o g h a J 1 d e c ] a r e h i g g e n e . 
ration ?" there was somewhat in his age and generation, by reason of 
his divine pre-existence unto a l l , that was ineffable. 
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Again, he is said to be " without beginning of days and end of 
l i fe . " A n d this also is spoken by our apostle w i th respect unto the 
narration of Moses, wherein mention is made neither of the one nor 
of the other. A n d i t belongs unto his conformity unto the Son of 
God, or that wherein he represented h i m ; for as unto his divine per­
son, the Lord Christ had neither the one nor the other, as the apostle 
proves, Heb. i . 10-12, from Ps. cii. 25-27. B u t on the other side, as 
to his human nature he had both, he had both beginning of days and 
end of l i fe ; both which are upon solemn record. Wherefore i t should 
seem that i f there be a likeness i n these things on the one account, 
there is none on the other, and so no advantage in the comparison. 

Considering these difficulties in the application of these particu­
lars, some do judge that these instances do not belong unto the 
analogy and resemblauce between Christ and Melchisedec, but are 
introduced only in order unto what ensues, namely, he " abideth a 
priest for ever," wherein alone the similitude between him and Christ 
doth consist. A n d so, they say, we find things quoted in the Scrip­
ture at large, when only some one passage in i t may be used directly 
unto the business i n hand. B u t although this wi l l be difficultly 
proved,-—namely, that any testimony is cited i n the Scripture 
whereof any principal part of i t belongs not unto the matter de­
signed to be confirmed,—yet i t may be granted that i t is so some­
times, when the sense of the whole context is to be taken i n . But 
there was no reason, on this ground, that the apostle should make 
so many observations on what was not spoken at a l l , which in an 
ordinary way ought to have been mentioned, i f the whole of what 
he so observed was not at a l l to his purpose. 

Wherefore i t must be granted, as that which the plain design of 
the apostle exacteth of us, that Melchisedec even in these things i n 
the story ,—that he was " without father, without mother, without 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life,"—was 
a type and representative of Christ. B u t i t is not of the person of 
Christ absolutely, nor of either of his natures distinctly, that our 
apostle treateth, but merely w i t h respect unto his office of priesthood. 
A n d herein a l l the things mentioned do concur in h i m , and make 
a lively representation of h im. I t was utterly a new doctrine unto 
the Hebrews, that the Lord Christ was a priest, the only high priest 
of the church, so as that al l other priesthood must cease. A n d their 
chief objection against i t was, that i t was contrary unto the law, and 
inconsistent w i t h i t ; and this because he was not of the line of the 
priests, neither as to father, or mother, or genealogy, nor had any to 
succeed him. B u t in this type of his the apostle proves that al l this 
was to be so. For, [1. ] I n this respect he had neither father nor 
mother from whom he might derive any r ight or t i t le unto his 
office; and this was for ever sufficient to exclude h i m from any i n -
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terest in the priesthood as i t was established by law. [2 1 H e had 
no genealogy upon the priestly line; and that which is recorded of 
h i m on other accounts is so far from having respect unto his ri<rht 
unto the priesthood of the law, that i t directly proves and demon­
strates that he had none. For his genealogy is evidently of the 
tribe of Judah, which was excluded legally from that office; as we 
have, besides the inst itut ion, an instance in k i n g Uzziah 2 Chron 
xxv i . 1 6 - 2 1 , from Exod. xxx. 7, 8 ; N u m b , x v i i i . 7. Hence our 
apostle concludes, that had he been on the earth ,—that is under 
the order of the law,—he could not have been a priest; there bein<r 
others who, by virtue of their descent, had alone the ri»ht there­
unto, Heb. v i i i . 3, 4. Wherefore God in these things instructed the 
church that he would erect a priesthood which should no way de­
pend on natural generation, descent, or genealogy; whence i t inevit­
ably follows, that the state of the priesthood under the law was to 
cease, and to give place unto another,—which our apostle principally 
designs to prove. [3 . ] I n this respect also the L o r d Christ was 
" wi thout beginning of days and end of l i fe ." For although in his 
human nature he was both born and died, yet he had a priesthood 
which had no such beginning of days as that i t should be traduced 
from any other to h im, nor shall ever cease or be delivered over from 
h i m unto any other, but abides unto the consummation of al l things 

I n these things was Melchisedec made l ike unto Christ, whom 
'A^fc.iaf,i. t h e a P o s t l e here calls the Son of God; " made l ike unto 

T . S eT,fs T ' f t h ° ° f ( ' 0 d " 1 h a V ° f o r m c r l y observed, that in 
™ 0 " " - this epistle the apostle makes mention of the Lord 
Christ under various appellations, on various occasions, so that in 
one place or another he makes use of al l the names whereby he is 
signified i n the Scripture. Here he calls h i m " t h e Son of G o d - " 
and that, 1. To intimate that although Melchisedec was an excel­
lent person, yet was he infinitely beneath h im whom he represented 
even the Son of God. H e was not the Son of God, but he had the 
honour i n so many things to be made l ike unto him. 2. To de­
clare how a l l those things which were any way represented i n M e l ­
chisedec, or couched i n the story, or left unto inquiry by the veil of 
silence drawn over them, could be fulfi l led in our high pr iest ;—and 
i t was from hence, namely, that he was the Son of God. B y ' v i r t u e 
hereof was he capable of an always l iv ing , abiding, uninterrupted 
priesthood, although as to his human nature he once died, i n the 
discharge of that office. ' 

This description being given of the person treated of, which makes 
Mm, ;. , i s

 U P t h e s u b J e c t o f t h o proposition, i t is affirmed concern-
..V T " W C l n ? l l i m t h a t h o " abideth a priest for ever." For any 

t h i n g we find in the story, of his death, or the resigna­
tion of his office, or the succession of any one unto h i m therein, " he 

V E I L 1-3.] E P I S T L E T O T U B I I E l i R E W S . 339 

abideth a priest for ever." Some, I find, have been venturing at 
some obscure conjectures of the perpetuity of the priesthood of M e l ­
chisedec i n heaven B u t I cannot perceive that they well under­
stood themselves what they intended. N o r did they consider that 
the real continuance of the priesthood forever i n the person of M e l ­
chisedec, is as inconsistent w i t h the priesthood of Christ as the con­
tinuance of the same office in the line of Aaron. B u t t i l i n g a r e s o 

related concerning h i m i n the Scripture, as that there is no mention 
of the ending of the priesthood of his order, nor of his own personal 
administration of his office, by death or otherwise. Hence is he 
said to " ab ide a priest for ever." This was that which our apostle 
principally des.gned to confirm from hence, namely, that there was 
i n the Scripture, before the institution of the Aaronical priesthood 
a representation of an eternal, unchangeable priesthood, to be i n ­
troduced ,n the church; which he demonstrates to be that of Jesus 
Lhnst . 

I t may not be amiss, in the close of this exposition of these verses 
summarily to represent the several particulars wherein the apostle 
would have us to observe the likeness between Melchisedec and 
U i r i s t ; or rather, the especial excellencies and properties of Christ 
that were represented in the account given of the name, reign, per­
son, and offices of Melchisedec; as,— 

J . H e was said to be, and he really was, and he only, first the 
king of righteousness, and then the king of peace; seeing he alone 
brought in everlasting righteousness and made peace with God for 
sinner* A n d in his kingdom alone are these things to be found 

2. H e was really and tru ly the priest of the most high God; and 
properly he was so alone. H e offered that sacrifice, and made that 
atonement, which was signified by a l l the sacrifices offered by holy 
men from tho foundation of the world. 

3 H e blesseth all the faithful, as Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, w a s blessed by Melchisedec. I n h i m were they to be 
blessed, by h i m are they b lessed, - through h i m delivered from the 
curse, and a l l the fruits of i t ; nor are they partakers of any blessing 
but I rom him. ° 

4. H e receiveth all the homage of his people, all their grateful 
acknowledgments of tho love and favour of Cod in the conquest of 
their spiritual adversaries, and deliverance from them, as Melchisedec 
received the tenth of the spoils from Abraham. 

5. H e was really without progenitors or predecessors unto his 
office; nor would I exclude that mystical sense from the intention 
oi the place, that he was without father as to his human nature and 
without mother as to his divine. 

6. H e was a priest without genealogy, or derivation of his pedi­
gree from the loms of Aaron, or any other that ever was a priest 
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i n the world ; and moreover, mysteriously, was of a generation which 
none can declare. 

7. H e had, in his divine person, as the high priest of the church, 
neither beginning of days nor end of life, as no such t h i n g is re­
ported of Melchisedec; for the death which he underwent,°in the 
discharge of his office, being not the death of his whole person, but 
of his human nature only, no interruption of his endless office did 
ensue thereon. For although the person of the Son of God died, 
whence God is said to " redeem his church w i t h his own blood/ ' 
Acts xx. 2 8 ; yet he died not in his whole person: but as the Son of 
man was i n heaven whilst he was speaking on the earth, John i i i . 
13 ,—namely , he was so i n his divine nature ; so whilst he was dead 
on the earth in his human nature, the same person was alive in his 
divine. Absolutely, therefore, nor i n respect of his office, he had 
neither beginning of days nor end of life. 

8. H e was really the Son of God, as Melchisedec i n many cir­
cumstances was made l ike to the Son of God. 

9. H e alone abideth a priest for ever; whereof we must particu­
larly treat afterwards. 

The doctrinal observations that may be taken from these verses 
are ,— 

Obs. X X I X . W h e n any were of old designed to be types of 
Christ, there was a necessity that things more excellent and glorious 
should be spoken or int imated of them than did properly°belong 
unto them.—So, many things are here observed of Melchisedec 
which were not properly and l i teral ly fulfi l led in h im. A n d so 
there are likewise of David and Solomon, i n sundry places. A n d 
the reason is, because the things so spoken were never intended of 
them absolutely, but as they were designed to represent the L o r d 
Christ, unto whom alone they did t r u l y belong. A n d in the exposition 
of such typical prophecies, the utmost diligence is to be used i n dis­
tinguishing aright what is absolutely spoken of the type only, and 
what is spoken of i t merely as representing Christ himself. 

Obs. X X X . A l l that m i g h t be spoken, so as to have any pro­
bable application in any sense unto things and persons typically 
coming short of what was to be fulfilled i n Christ, the H o l y Ghost,' 
in his inf inite wisdom, supplied that defect, by ordering the account 
which he gives of them so as more m i g h t be apprehended and 
learned from them than could be expressed.—And where the glory 
of his person, as vested wi th his office, could not be represented by 
positive applications, i t is done by a mystical silence, as i n this 
story of Melchisedec. A n d the most eminent and glorious things 
assigned unto types, as such, have a more glorious signification i n 
Christ than they have i n them. See to this purpose our exposition 
on chap. i . 5. 

V E I L 4, 5.] E r i S T L E TO T H E HEBREWS. 341 

Obs. X X X I . That Christ, abiding a priest for ever, hath no more 
a vicar, or successor, or substitute i n his office, or any deriving a 
real priesthood from h i m , than had Melchisedec ; whereof we shall 
speak afterwards. 
_ Obs. X X X I I . The whole mystery of divine wisdom, effecting al l 
inconceivable perfections, centred in the person of Christ, to make 
h i m a meet, glorious, and most excellent priest unto God in tho be­
half of the church.—This i t is the principal design of the whole 
gospel to demonstrate, namely, to declare that all the treasures of 
divine wisdom and knowledge are h i d i n Jesus Christ, Col. i i . 3. 
The constitution of his person was the greatest mystery that ever 
infinite wisdom effected, 1 T i m . i i i . 16 . A n d thereby did God 
gloriously represent himself and al l his infinite perfections unto us 
Heb. i . 3 ; Col. i . 14 , 1 5 ; 2 Cor. iv. 6. H a d he not had the divine 
nature, he could not have been the " express image " of God in 
himself ; and had he not been man, he could not have represented 
h i m unto us. Nor can any t h i n g be more mysteriously glorious than 
the furniture of his person as mediator, w i t h all fulness of power, 
wisdom, and grace, for the accomplishment of his work, John i . 1 6 ; 
Col. i . 1 8 , 19 , i i . 9 ; Ph i l . i i . 5 - 1 1 . The work that he wrought, in 
offering himself a sacrifice and making atonement for sin, hath the 
highest, inconceivable impression of divine wisdom upon i t , 1 John 
i i i . 1 6 ; Acts xx. 2 8 ; Rev. v. 9 ; Eph. v. 2 ; — a n d so also hath the 
grace that is from thence administered by h i m and from h im, unto 
Jews and Gentiles, Eph. i i i . 8 - 1 1 . A n d instances of the l ike k i n d 
may be mult ip l ied . A n d we may consider thence, first, into what 
condition of sin and misery we were fallen by our apostasy from 
God, whence nothing would or could recover us but this blessed 
work of the whole mystery of divine wisdom; and then the unspeak­
able riches and excellencies of that wisdom, love, and grace, which 
provided this way for our recovery. 

V E R S E S 4, 5. 

The proceed of these verses is unto the application of what was 
before discoursed. For having proved that Christ, the promised 
Messiah, was to be a " p r i e s t after the order of Melchisedec," from 
Ps. ex.,.and given a description both of the person and office of this 
Melchisedec, from the historical narration of them as laid down by 
Moses; he makes application of the whole unto his present pur­
pose : and from the consideration of sundry particulars in his 
description, he confirms i n general the argument which he had in 
hand. For that which principally he designeth to prove is, that a 
more excellent priesthood than that of Aaron being introduced, ac­
cording to the purpose and promise of God, i t followed necessarily 
that that priesthood, w i t h a l l the worship, rites, and ceremonies 
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which belonged unto i t , was to cease and be taken out of the way ; 
for as this new, promised priesthood was inconsistent w i t h i t , and 
could not be established without the abolition of i t , so i t brought a 
far greater benefit and spiritual advantage unto the church than i t 
before enjoyed. A n d we are not to wonder that the apostle insists 
so much hereon, and that w i t h a l l sorts of arguments, especially 
such as the Old Testament furnished h i m w i t h a l ; for this was the 
hinge on which the eternal salvation or destruction of that whole 
church and people at that t ime did t u r n . For i f they would not 
forego their old priesthood and worship, their r u i n was unavoidable; 
— C h r i s t would either be rejected by them, or be of no profit unto 
them. Accordingly things fell out thus w i t h the most of t h e m ; — t h e y 
clave absolutely unto their old institutions, and, rejecting the Lord 
Christ, perished i n their unbelief. Others contended for the con­
tinuance of their priesthood and worship, for which they supposed 
they had invincible reasons, although they admitted the profession 
of Christ and the gospel therewithal. B u t our apostle, knowing 
how inconsistent these things were, and how the retaining of that 
persuasion would keep them off at present from believing the ne­
cessity, usefulness, glory, and advantages, of the priesthood of Christ, 
and the spir i tual worship of the gospel, as also dispose them unto 
apostasy for the future, laboureth by a l l means to eradicate this 
pernicious, fundamental error out of their minds. U n t o this end 
doth he so di l igently insist on a l l the instances, and particulars of 
them, whereby God of old did int imate unto their forefathers the 
introduction of this alteration, wi th the advantage of the church 
thereby. A n d I mention these things, that we may see the reason 
the apostle d id so scrupulously, as i t were, insist on a l l the ensuing 
particulars, which otherwise we may not so easily discern the necessity 
o f ; and wi tha l to show, 1. H o w hard i t is to dispossess the minds of 
men of inveterate persuasions in r e l i g i o n ; 2. The great care and 
diligence they ought to use and exercise who have the care of the 
souls of men committed unto them, when they discern them in 
apparent danger of ruin . 

That the old priesthood was to be removed, and the new one 
mentioned to be introduced, he proves i n the. first place by the 
greatness of the person who was first chosen of God to prefigure 
and represent the L o r d Christ in his office of priesthood. For i f he 
were so excellent i n his person and office, as deservedly to be pre­
ferred above Aaron and al l his successors, then he who was pre­
figured and represented by h i m must be so also; yea, be so much 
more, as that which is typed out and signified is, and always must 
be, more excellent than the type and sign, which are of no use but 
w i t h respect thereunto. 

I n these verses he chooseth out his first instance, i n what he had 

V E H . 4, 5.] E P I S T L E TO T H E H E B R E W S . 343 

observed before out of the narrative of Moses concerning the great­
ness and excellency of Melchisedec, in that he received tithes of 
Abraham. H i s design is to prove h i m more excellent and greater 
than a l l the Levit ical priests. B u t herein he takes a step backward, 
and begins w i t h Abraham himself, from whom both people and 
priests confessedly derived a l l their privileges. A n d he produceth 
his instance i n the case of tithes, whereon, as i t is known, the whole 
Levit ical priesthood did depend. A n d this the apostle knew ful l 
well , that i f once he proved h i m greater than Abraham, he should 
not need, w i t h that people, to prove h i m above any of his posterity, 
but they would immediately give over the contest. So i n their ex­
ceptions unto our Saviour's testimony concerning himself, they 
acknowledge they could proceed no higher. " A r t thou , " say they, 
" greater than our father Abraham ? whom makest thou thyself to 
be?" John v i i i . 53. B u t yet our apostle, not content herewith, to 
obviate a l l pretences, proves distinctly afterwards that the whole 
order of the Levit ical priests were inferior unto him. 

Ver. 4, 5.— Qtupuri b"s, irqXly.og olrog, u xai dixuTT/V ' AZpau/j, 'ihux.iv 

ix ru» axpoDiviuv 6 iraTpidpyr\g. Ka! oi fiiv ix ruv uiSn Azu'i rfjv iepariiav 

XafiQdvovrcg ivroXrjf 'i-^outriv dxofttxarouii rov Xaov xa.ru TIV vi/tov, TOUT' 

ittri, roxig dhiXfoiig auruv, xa'iirip i^iXriXvDirag ix r>jg iitspvog 'AZpad/j,-

Otupihi 5s, " c o n s i d e r a t e , " " spectate . " S y r . , "'?>?, " v i d e t e . " V u l g . L a t . , 
" i n t u e m i n i . " " C o n s i d e r , " " behold, " " c o n t e m p l a t e . " Serious consideration 
w i t h diligent intuition is intended. J InTw'xoj wro;. " Q u a n t u s h i e ; " " s i t , " V u l g . 
L a t . " F u e r i t " is supplied by o t h e r s ; as by us, " how great this m a n was . ' ' 
S y r . , N3y 3"i N^3 ; " q U a m magnus h i e . " A«ar) jv Ix r » ciy-pohviav. B e z a , " de-
cimas s p o l i o r u m ; " " decimas do spoliis h o s t i u m ; " " de s p o l i i s ; " V u l g . L a t . , " deci-
nias de prcrcipuis , " of " t h e chiefest t h i n g s . " T h e S y r i a c makes a dist inct ion : 
K ? 1 ' ^ : " t i t h e s and first-fruits.'" 

Ver. 4.—Consider then how great this man was, unto 
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of 
the spoils. 

The duty of the Hebrews, upon the proposition of the state of 
Melchisedec, before insisted on, is here pressed on them. A n d the 

EXPOSITION.—To meet the objection, that no stress can be laid on the c i r ­
cumstance that Melchisedec received tithes, inasmuch as the Levi t ica l priests also 
received them, the apostle, according to E h r a r d , argues, I . F r o m the fact that they 
received the priesthood in virtue of descent,—TYIV itpuriictii ?\cefi£avo'jT£:: 2. F r o m 
their r i g h t to tithes by statute, whereas A b r a h a m gave tithes to Melchisedec 
voluntarily: 3. F r o m the limitation of the Levi t ica l r ight to the the chosen 
people, while that of Melchisedec stretched beyond his tribe, and was recognised 
by A b r a h a m : and, 4. Descent from A b r a h a m , while it secured tithes for the 
L e v i t c s , involved those who were not L e v i t e s in the burden of paying, " though 
they came out of the loins of A b r a h a m . " E h r a r d sums the whole up in a mathe­
matical formula : Melchisedec > > [ A b r a h a m > (Levi tes > not L e v i t e s ) ] . — E n . 
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words contain both a respect unto the preceding discourse, a duty 
prescribed, the object of that duty, and the reason of a, qualification 
therein expressed, amplified by the t i t le , state, and condition of one 
person concerned. 

1. The note of respect unto the preceding discourse is i n the 
^ particle ii; which we render " n o w , " "consider now, 

then, or therefore." ' B u t do you consider. The things 
before laid down are, as of importance i n themselves, so of your 
especial concernment.' 

2. The especial duty which he prescribes unto them, w i t h respect 
eiufun ii. U n t o t h e t n i n g s proposed by h i m concerning the ex­

cellency of Melchisedec and his office, is, that they would 
" consider" i t . 

H e doth four times i n this epistle call the Hebrews unto this 
especial duty of an intense consideration of the things proposed 
unto them, as we have translated his words, and that not unduly, 
chap. i i i . 1, x. 24, x i i . 3, and in this place. Chap. i i i . 1, x. 24, we 
have the same word i n the original, xaravoieaTt; whose importance 
hath been declared on chap. i i i . 1. Chap. x i i . 3, the word is amXo-

yleuefo, which signifies " to call things unto a due reckoning and 
account," so as to conform our minds unto t h e m ; which is our great 
duty w i t h respect unto the patient sufferings of Christ, there i n ­
tended. The word here used signifies " d i l i g e n t l y to behold," " c on ­
template on , " or " to look i n t o " the things proposed unto us. H e 
had before warned them that what he had to discourse on this 
subject was difficult and hard to be understood; but withal , such 
was its use and excellency, that neither would he refrain from de­
claring of them, nor ought they to spare any pains in a dil igent 
inqu i ry into them. H a v i n g therefore la id down the matter of fact, 
and stated the whole subject which he designed to treat upon, he 
adds their duty w i t h respect thereunto. A n d this, i n the first 
place, is, that they would " needfully and di l igently look into 
them. " 

Obs. I . I t w i l l be fruitless, and to no advantage, to propose or 
declare the most important truths of the gospel, i f those unto whom 
they are proposed do not di l igently inquire into t h e m . — A n d here 
those unto whom tho dispensation of the gospel is committed are 
pressed wi th no small difficulty, as our apostle professeth that he 
was in this very case. For whereas i t is incumbent on them, i n that 
declaration of the whole counsel of God which is enjoined them, 
to insist upon sundry things that are deep, mysterious, and hard to 
be understood; when their hearers, for want of a good foundation of 
knowledge in the principles of religion, or through carelessness i n 
attending unto what is delivered, do not come unto a due perception 
and understanding of them, i t is very grievous to see their own 
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labours and others' profit disappointed. Wherefore, i f men t h i n k 
they have nothing to do but as i t were to give the hearing unto 
such as endeavour to carry them on to perfection, they w i l l lose a l l 
the advantage of their ministry. This duty, therefore, is here pre­
scribed by the apostle wi th respect unto this t r u t h , to obviate this 
slothful frame. A n d we may on this occasion briefly name the things 
that are required thereunto; as, 1. Sense of a concernment in them. 
Unless this be well fixed on the mind , men w i l l never di l igently 
attend unto them, nor duly consider them. I f , upon the proposal 
of sacred truths that appear hard to be understood, they begin to 
th ink that this belongs not unto them, i t is for others who are more 
exercised than they, i t is not l ike ly they would ever endeavour to 
apprehend them aright. A n d this very frame keeps many on a low 
form of knowledge a l l their days. Possibly, also, this neglect is i n ­
creased in many by the spreading of a late foolish apprehension, 
that we are upon the matter to look after nothing but the doctrines 
and precepts of morality that are in the Scr ipture ; but as for the 
more spiritual mysteries of grace, we are not concerned in them. 
Where this principle is once imbibed, men w i l l rest and satisfy them­
selves in the most profound ignorance; and not only so, but despise 
all such as endeavour to be wiser than themselves. But , 2. U n t o a 
due apprehension of these things, there is not only required a sense 
of our concernment, but also a delight in them. I f the l ight be not 
pleasant unto us, as well as useful, we shall not value i t nor seek 
after i t . When such mysterious truths as that here insisted on by 
our apostle are proposed unto men, i f they have no delight in such 
things, they w i l l never be at the cost and pains of inquir ing into 
them w i t h necessary diligence. Curiosity, indeed, or a humour to 
pry into things we have not seen, and which we cannot see in a due 
manner, because not revealed, is everywhere condemned by our 
apostle, who warns us a l l to be " wise unto sobriety," and not above 
what is written. B u t there is a secret delight and complacency of 
m i n d i n every beam of spiritual l i ght shining in its proper divine 
revelation, when the soul is disposed aright unto the reception of i t . 
W i t h o u t this i n some measure, we shall not " follow on to know," 
nor thrive i n knowledge. 3. Study, meditation, and prayer, w i th 
the dil igent use of al l other means appointed for the search and 
investigation of the t r u t h , do close this duty. W i t h o u t these things 
in hearers, ministers lose a l l their labour in the declaration of the most 
important mysteries of the gospel. This the apostle, as to the pre­
sent case, designs to obviate in the frequent prescription of this duty. 

That which the apostle proposeth in the first place, and 
i n general, as the object of this inquiry and consideration, n»*<'*« 
is UrjXUos olrog, "Quantus iste erat." The word respects 
greatness and excellency i n any k i n d : " N u n c quantus Achilles," 
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Quantus erat Jul ius Cccsar," and the l ike. A n d this greatness of 
Melchisedec respected neither the endowments of his person, nor the 
largeness of his dominion, nor his riches or weal th ; in which sense 
some are said to be great in the Scripture, as Job, Earzi l lai , and 
others: but i t regards alone his dignity w i t h respect unto his office and 
his nearness unto God on that account. That which these Hebrews 
insisted on, as their chief and fundamental privilege i n Judaism, and 
which they were most unwi l l ing to forego, was the greatness of their 
predecessors, w i th their nearness unto God i n favour and office. I n 
the first way, as to divine love and favour, they gloried in Abraham 
and opposed the privilege of being his children on al l occasions unto 
the person and doctrine of Christ, John v i i i . S3, 53. A n d in the 
latter, they thought Aaron and his successors to be preferred above 
a l l the world. A n d whilst they were under the power and influence 
of these apprehensions the gospel could not but be ungrateful unto 
them, as depriving them of their privileges, and rendering their con­
d i t i on worse than i t was before. To undeceive them in this matter 
and to demonstrate how unspeakably a l l those in whom they trusted 
came short of the true high priest of the church, he calls them to 
consider the greatness of h i m whose only eminence consisted in 
being a type or representative of h im. Wherefore the greatness of 
Melchisedec, here proposed unto earnest consideration, is ' that which 
he had m representing Jesus Christ, and his nearness unto God on 
that account. A n d i t were well that we were a l l really convinced 
that all true greatness consists in the favour of God, and our near­
ness unto him, on the account of our relation unto Jesus Christ 
We neither deny nor undervalue any man's wealth or power hereby 
L e t those who are rich and wealthy i n the world be accounted and 
called great, as the Scripture sometimes calls them so; and let those 
who are high in power and authority be so esteemed—we would 
derogate nothing from them which is their duo: but yet the great­
ness of them al l is but particular, w i t h respect unto some certain 
things, and therefore fading and perishing; but this greatness and 
honour, of the favour of God and nearness unto h i m , on the account 
ol relation unto Jesus Christ, is general, abiding, yea, eternal. 

_ The proof of the apostle's assertion, included in that interroqa-
tion, " H o w great this man was," follows in an instance of what 'ho 
had before observed and proposed unto them, " U n t o whom even 

j , . l } i e P a t r i a r c h Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils,"— 
tS x«i Htxurriv tiuxe: Sizarr,,, that is piplda, " t h e tenth 

_ part . " The conjunction x a ; is emphatical ; and although 
i n the original i t is j o ined w i t h ilK^», yet in construction i t is to 
be understood w i t h " A b r a h a m " - n o t , " u n t o whom Abraham gave 
even the t e n t h ; " but, " unto whom even Abraham gave the tenth " 
as i t is in our translation. ' 
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The proof of the greatness of Melchisedec from hence consists i n 
three things : 1. I n the nomination of the person that was subject 
unto h i m , or " Abraham." 2. I n the qualification of his person; he 
was " t h e patriarch." 3. I n what he d i d ; " h e gave h i m the tenth 
part of the spoils." 

1. As to the person himself he was the stock and root of the whole 
people, their common father, i n whom they were first 
separated from the other nations to be a people of them- ' ^ " ^ 
selves. A n d herein they had a singular reverence for h i m , as gene­
ral ly a l l nations have for the first founders of their political s°tate; 
who among the idolatrous heathens were commonly deified, and 
made the objects of their religious adoration. B u t moreover, i t was 
he who first received the promise and the covenant, w i t h the token 
of i t , and by whom alone they put i n their claim unto a l l the p r i ­
vileges and advantages which they gloried i n above a l l nations in 
the world. This Abraham, therefore, they esteemed next unto God 
himself. A n d their posterity do now place h i m in heaven above the 
angels, hardly al lowing that the Messiah himself should be exalted 
above h i m , and te l l a foolish story how he took i t i l l that the Mes­
siah should be on the r i ght hand, and he on the left hand of God. 
B u t i t is sufficiently evident from the Gospel, how much in those 
days they boasted of h im , and trusted i n h im. Hence i t is that our 
apostle expresseth i t so emphatically, " even Abraham." 

2. The qualification of his person, and his t i t l e thereon, are added 
i n l ike manner: he was 6 Tarpidp^vs- A " patr iarch" is 
a father; that is, a prince or ruler of a fami ly ,—a r u l i n g ° m r ^ " s -
father. A n d these patriarchs were of three sorts among the Jews. 
Of the first sort was he alone who was the first separated^ progenitor 
of the whole nation. H e was their |Wtn 3 K — t h e first father of 
a l l that great family. Secondly, There were such as succeeded him, 
from whom the whole nation i n l ike manner descended, as Isaac and 
Jacob; who were "he irs w i t h h i m of the same promise," Heb. x i . 9. 
Th i rd ly , Such as were the first heads of their twelve tribes, into which 
the nation was divided; that is, the twelve sons of Jacob, who are called 
patriarchs, Acts v i i . 8, 9. Others that followed them, as Dav id (who 
is also called a patriarch, A c t s i i . 29), were termed so in allusion unto 
them, and being signally the progenitors of a most eminent family 
among them. N o w i t is evident that the first of these on al l ac­
counts is the principal , and hath the pre-eminence over a l l the rest. 
A n d this was Abraham alone. Wherefore i f any one were greater 
than Abraham, and that in his own t ime, i t must be acknowledged 
i t was upon the account of some privilege that was above al l that 
ever that whole nation as descendants "from Abraham were made 
partakers of. B u t that this was so, tho apostle proves by the i n ­
stance ensuing, namely, that he gave to Melchisedec, etc. 

Still Waters Revival Books 
All Rights Reserved 

www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


348 A N E X P O S I T I O N O F T H E [ C H A T . V I I . 

a ' E H * * ! , " h e gave" t h e m ; yet not arbitrar i ly , but in the way of 
" E J » * , . a n e c e s s a i 7 d u t y ; not as an honorary respect, but as a 

religious office. A n d he gave thus foxar„v,_that is 
or "WljO, the " t i t h e p o r t i o n ; " delivering i t up unto his use 

and disposal, as the priest of the most high God. A n d this tenth 
T£v i^t„;m. w a s r S > as the apostle interprets the passage 

i n Moses—of the " spoils of war." ®h is " acervus," 
" a heap of corn," or any useful things; axpcOhw is the " top of the 
heap," the best of i t , from whence the first-fruits were taken for 
sacred services. A n d because i t was the custom of a l l nations after­
wards to dedicate or devote some portion of what they got i n war 
unto religious services, the word itself came to signify " t h e spoils of 
war . " A t first i t was the portion that was taken out of the whole; 
and afterwards the whole itself was signified by i t . Now, although 
Abraham had reserved nothing unto himself of what belonged unto 
the k i n g of Sodom and his companions, yet the army and kings which 
he had newly slain and destroyed having smitten sundry other na­
tions, Gen. xiv. 5-7, and dealt w i t h them as they did w i t h Sodom and 
the other towns,—took a l l their goods and provision, verse 11,—and 
being now on their return home, and laden w i t h prey, i t fell a l l into 
the hand of the conqueror. " The tenth part of the spoils," i n every 
k i n d , m i g h t probably be a very great offering, both for sacrifice and 
sacred dedication in the place where Melchisedec ministered in his 
office. W h a t further concerns the greatness of this man, the apostle 
further declares in the ensuing verses, where i t w i l l fall under con­
sideration^ F r o m this one instance, of Abraham's paying tithes unto 
h i m , i t is in a great measure already evinced. 

B u t how came Melchisedec to be thus great? Is i t because he 
was originally in himself more wise and honourable than any of the 
sons of men? We read no such t h i n g concerning h i m ; which the 
apostle declares to be the rule and measure of a l l our conceptions in 
th is matter. Is i t that he attained this d igni ty and greatness by 
his own industry and endeavours? as the prophet says of some, that 
" their j u d g m e n t and their dignity proceed from themselves," Hab. 
1.7. Nei ther do we find any t h i n g of that nature ascribed unto him. 
The sole reason and cause hereof is, that God raised h i m up and dis­
posed of h i m into that condition of his own good pleasure. A n d wo 
may see i n h im, t h a t , — 

Obs. I I . The sovereign w i l l , pleasure, and grace of God, is that 
alone which puts a difference among men, especially in the church.— 
H e makes men great or small, high or low, eminent or obscure, as i t 
Boemeth good unto h i m . " H e raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
and hf teth up the beggar from the dunghi l l , to set them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of g lory : for the pillars 
of the earth are the L O R D ' S , and he hath set the wor ld upon them, " 
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1 Sam. i i . 8; which is plenti ful ly elsewhere testified unto. Whence 
was i t that the twelve poor fishermen were made apostles, to " sit on 
twelve thrones, judg ing the twelve tribes of Israel , " and becoming 
princes in a l l nations ? W h o made the most glorious apostle of the 
first and fiercest persecutor ? Was i t not H e who " hath mercy on 
whom he w i l l have mercy," and is "gracious unto whom he w i l l be 
gracious?" A n d i t is laid down as a universal rule, that no man 
hath any th ing in this k i n d but what he hath freely received; nor 
doth any man make himself to differ from others, 1 Cor. iv. 7. 'For , 
1. God lays the foundation of a l l spiritual differences among men in 
his sovereign decree of eternal election, Rom. ix. 11-1(5; Eph. i . 4. 
A n d among them that are chosen, he calleth them when and how 
he pleaseth, both unto grace and employment or work. A n d , 2. As 
to grace, gifts, and spiritual endowments, the H o l y Spir i t " divideth 
unto every man as he w i l l , " 1 Cor. x i i . 11. Let every one, then, be 
contented wi th his lot and condition; let every one endeavour to fill up 
the place and state wherein he is fixed, and as he is called to abide 
w i t h God. Let God be owned in a l l his gifts and graces; and our 
souls be humbled i n what we come short of others; and the sove­
reignty of grace admired, i n al l the different effects of i t which we 
behold. 

Obs. I I I . Whereas even Abraham himself gave the tenth of a l l 
to Melchisedec, we may observe, that the highest privilege exempts 
not any from the obligation unto and performance of the meanest 
duty .—Notwithstanding al l those advantages and privileges which 
Abraham was possessed of, on the account whereof he was mighty 
in his own days, and almost adored by his posterity, yet when the 
meanest duty was presented unto h im, he readily complied wi th i t . 
Nor ought i t to be otherwise wi th any. For, 1. Privilege is less 
than duty. A man may have the greatest privileges and yet be re­
jected; but the least sincere duty shall not be unrewarded: for duty 
indeed is our chiefest honour and advantage. A n d for men to pre­
tend to such advancements in the church of God, as that they should 
be exempted thereby from the ordinary labour of the ministry, is 
horr id pride and ingratitude. B u t when spiritual or ecclesiastical 
privileges are pretended to countenance men in a life or course of 
idleness, sloth, pleasure, sensuality, or worliUincss in any k ind , i t is 
a crime that , i t may be, we as yet want a name to express. Where­
fore, 2. Whatever is pretended, that is no privilege which either 
exempts a man from or hinders h i m in and unto the performance of 
any duty whatever. I t is such a privilege as, being well improved, 
w i l l send men to hell. I t w i l l prove no otherwise, let the pretence 
be what i t wi l l . For, 3. There are indeed but two ends of any p r i ­
vileges whereof in this world we may be made partakers; whereof the 
first is to enable us unto duty, and the other is to encourage us (here-
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unto. Hereunto we may add, that when any are h igh ly exalted in 
privileges, so that they have an advantage thereby to give an eminent 
example unto others in the performance of their duties, when these 
ends are not pursued, a l l privileges, promotions, dignities, exaltations, 
are snares, and tend unto the r u i n of men's souls. There are things 
st i l l of this nature, both as unto whole churches and asi into particular 
persons. Some churches are l ike Capernaum as to the outward 
means of grace,—as i t were l i f ted up to heaven. Let them take 
heed of Capernaum's judgment , i n being brought down as low as 
he l l for their abuse of them, or negligence i n their improvement. 
Some persons have eminent endowments; and i f they are not emi­
nent i n service, they w i l l prove to their disadvantage: yea, the highest 
privileges should make -men ready to condescend unto the meanest 
duties. This is that which our Lord Jesus Christ so signally i n ­
structed his disciples i n , r when he himself washed their feet, and 
taught them the same duty towards the meanest of his disciples, 
John x i i i . 11-17. 

Obs. I V . Opportunities for duty, which render i t beautiful, ought 
di l igently to be embraced.—So did Abraham as unto this duty, 
upon his meeting of Melchisedec. Hence the performance of this 
duty became so renowned, and was of the use whereunto i t is here 
applied by our apostle. I t is season that gives every t h i n g its 
beauty. A n d omission of seasons, or tergiversations under them, are 
evidences of a heart much under the power of corrupt lusts or unbelief. 

Obs. V . W h e n the instituted use of consecrated things ceaseth, the 
things themselves cease to be sacred or of esteem.—For what be­
came of a l l these dedicated things after the death of Melchisedec ? 
They were no more sacred, the actual administration of his typical 
priesthood ceasing. O f what use was the brazen serpent, after i t was 
taken from the pole whereon i t was l i f ted up by God's appointment? 
or of what use would the l i f t i n g of - it up be, when i t was not under 
an express command ? W e know i t proved a snare, a means of idola­
t r y , and that was al l . God's inst i tut ion is the foundation and warranty 
of a l l consecration. A l l the men in the world cannot really conse­
crate or dedicate any t h i n g , but by v irtue of divine appointment. 
A n d this appointment of God respected always a l imi ted use, beyond 
which nothing wa3 sacred. A n d every t h i n g kept beyond its appoint­
ment is l ike manna so k e p t ; " i t breeds worms and st inketh . " These 
things are manifest, from the consideration of al l things that God 
ever accepted or dedicated i n the church. B u t ignorance of them is 
that which hath filled the world w i t h horr id superstition. H o w many 
things have we had made sacred which never had warranty from any 
inst i tut ion of God !-—monasteries, abbeys, persons, and lands, altars, 
bells, utensils, wi th other things of the l ike nature very many ; which, 
w hatever use they are of, yet a l l the men i n the world cannot make 
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them sacred. A n d the extending of the sacredness of dedicated 
things beyond their use hath had a no less pernicious event. Hence 
was the useless reservation of the consecrated bread after the sacra­
ment, and afterwards the idolatrous worship of i t . B u t these things 
are here occasionally only mentioned. The apostle adds, i n the con­
firmation of his argument ,— 

Ver. 5.—And veri ly they that are the sons of L e v i , who 
receive the office of the priesthood, have a command­
ment to take tithes of the people according to the law, 
that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the 
loins of Abraham. 

There is i n these words an i l lustration and confirmation of the 
present argument, proving the preference of Melchisedec above 
Abraham, from his g iv ing the t i the or tenth of al l unto h im, and 
consequently receiving the blessing from him. A n d this is taken 
from what was determined i n the law and acknowledged among tho 
Hebrews; w i t h which k i n d of arguments the apostle doth principally 
press them in the whole epistle, as we have showed on many occa­
sions. N o w this is, that the priests, who received tithes by the law, 
were superior i n dignity and honour unto the people from whom they 
did receive them. A n d this was only declared i n the law, for the 
foundation of i t was i n the l i ght of nature, as the apostle expressly 
intimates i n the instance of benediction afterwards. 

There are considerable i n the words, 1. The introduction of this 
new confirmation of his foregoing argument. 2. A description of the 
persons i n whom he instanceth. 3. The action ascribed unto them, 
w i t h its l imitat ion . A n d , 4. The qualification of the persons on 
whom their power was exercised:— 

First , The introduction of his reasoning herein is i n these words, 
Kal O'I/MV. The connection i n the conjunction is p la in ; 
yet not a reason is given of what was spoken before, but a K " " 
continuation of the same argument w i t h further proof is intended. 
A n d he adds the note of observation, ftiv, " v e r i l y ; " as i f he had said, 
' As to this matter of t i t h i n g , and what may thence j u s t l y be inferred 
as to d ignity and pre-eminence, you may consider how i t was under 
the l a w ; and what I propose unto you, you w i l l there find directly 
confirmed.' I t is a great advantage, to press them w i t h whom we 
have to do from their own principles. 

Secondly, The description of the persons in whom he instanceth 
is in these words, " The sons of Levi , who receive the ,, . , . 
office of the priesthood." I t was the priests directly m',)!"uJLZZ 
whom he intended, or the sons of A a r o n ; and he might 
have so expressed i t , ' the priests according to the law.' B u t he varieth 
his expression for sundry reasons that appear in the context :— 
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1. Because all the Levites d id receive tithes by the law, yea, 
tithes in the first place were paid unto them i n common. B u t be­
cause their d ignity among the people was less conspicuous than that 
of the priests, and the design of the apostle is not merely to argue 
from the giving of tithes unto any, but the g iv ing of them unto them 
as priests, as Abraham gave tithes of a l l unto Melchisedec as priest 
of the most high God, he thus expresseth i t , " The sons of Levi , who 
receive the office of the priesthood." For though all the sons of Levi 
received tithes, yet a l l of them did not receive the priesthood; w i t h 
which sort of persons alone he was concerned. 

2. H e doth thus express i t to introduce the mention of Levi , 
whom he was afterwards to mention on the same occasion, and to 
lay the weight of h i m and the whole tribe under the same argu­
ment. 

3. H e minds them, by the way, of another dignity of the priest­
hood, in that not al l the posterity of Abraham, n,o, nor yet of Lev i , 
were partakers thereof, but i t was a privilege granted only to one 
part of them, even the family of Aaron. A n d these are the persons 
i n whom he makes his instance. Thus God distributes d ign i ty arid 
pre-eminence in the church as he pleaseth. N o t a l l the posterity of 
Abraham, but only those of Levi , were set apart to receive tithes; 
and not a l l the posterity of Lev i , but only the family of Aaron, did 
receive the priesthood. A n d this order of his sovereign pleasure 
God required of them a l l to submit unto and acquiesce i n , N u m b , 
x v i . 9, 10 . A n d i t is a dangerous th ing , out of envy, pride, or 
emulation, to transgress the bounds of dignity and office that God 
hath prescribed; as we may see in the instance of Korah. For every 
man to be contented w i t h the station which God hath fixed h i m unto 
by rule and providence, is his safety and honour. W h a t God call-
eth and disposeth men unto, therein are they to abide, and to that 
are they to attend. I t was new to the people, to set the whole tribe 
of Lev i , taken into a particular sacred condition, to attend for ever 
on the worship of God ; yet therein they acquiesced. B u t when the 
priests were taken out of the Levites, and exalted above them, some 
o f them murmured at i t , and stirred up the congregation against 
Aaron , as though he took too much upon h im, and deprived the con­
gregation of their l iberty , which yet was all holy. The end of this 
sedition was known, notwithstanding the specious pretence of i t . 

T h i r d l y , W h a t is ascribed unto these persons ensues i n the words, 
" Have a commandment to take tithes of the people 
according to the law." They had " a command to take 
t i t h e s ; " and they were to do i t " according to the l a w : " 
the one was their warranty, and the other their rule; 
for so are the " commandment" and the " l a w " here to 

evtrii xToo'txac-
TOVV rir \eiev, 

XBtTtc rot va­
por. 

be distinguished. 
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1. They had a " commandment to take t i t h e s ; " — t h a t is, there 
was a command or inst i tut ion enabling them so to do ; for the com­
mand i n the first place respected the people, mak ing i t their duty 
to pay a l l their tithes unto the Levites. God did first take the t i the 
to be his peculiar port ion ; and thereby alienated i t from the people, 
that they had no propriety i n i t . " A n d a l l the t i the of the land , " 
saith he, " is the L O R D ' S , " Lev. xxv i i . 3 0 . Hence those that w i t h ­
held their tithes are said to " rob God," Mai . i i i . 8. A n d wherever 
i t can be manifested that God hath, by an inst i tut ion of his own, 
taken the whole tithes of any place into his own possession, there for 
any to detain them for their own use, i t is sacrilege, and not else. 
B u t God having thus in the land of Canaan taken them into his 
own propriety, he commanded the people to pay them to the priests. 
This command given unto the people to pay them, was a command 
to the priests to receive t h e m ; for what men have a right to do i n 
the church, by God's inst i tut ion, that they have a command to do. 
The r i ght of the priests unto t i t h i n g was such, as that i t was not at 
al l their l iberty to forego i t at their pleasure; yea, i t was their sin so 
to have dona The command which obliged others to pay them, 
obliged them to receive them. A n d they who on slight pretences 
do forego what is due to them w i t h respect unto their office, w i l l on 
as slight, when occasion serves, neglect what is due from them on 
the same account. A n d this fell out frequently w i t h the priests of 
o ld ; they neglected their wages, that they might have countenance 

i n the neglect of their work. A n d we may hence observe, that, 
Obs. V I . Rule, inst i tut ion, and command, wi thout regard unto 

unrequired h u m i l i t y , or pleas of greater zeal and self-denial, unless 
i n evident and cogent circumstances, are the best preservatives of 
order and duty i n the church.—They are so i n every k i n d , espe­
cially i n the disposal of earthly things, such as the maintenance of 
the officers of the church doth consist i n . Neither the people's pre­
tence of poverty, nor the ministers' pretence of h u m i l i t y , w i l l regulate 
this matter as i t ought to be. B u t as i t is the people's duty to provide 
for them, wherein they exercise grace and obedience towards Jesus 
Christ ; so i t is the ministers' duty cheerfully to receive what is their 
due by the appointment of Christ, for they have a command so to 
do. B u t whereas they are not many who are apt to transgress on 
this hand, we shall not need further to press this consideration. 
B u t we may add ,— 

Obs. V I I . As i t is the duty of those who are employed in sacred 
ministrations to receive what the L o r d Christ hath appointed for 
their supportment, and i n the way of his appointment, so i t is 
likewise, without trouble, solicitousness, or complaint, to acquiesce 
therein.—So was i t w i t h the priests of old, they were to receive their 
portion, and to acquiesce in their por t ion ; the neglect of which duty 
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was the sin of the sons of E l i . W e take i t for granted that the 
way of maintenance is changed as to the ministers of holy things 
under the new testament. T h a t the law of maintenance is taken 
away is the highest folly to imagine, i t being so expressly asserted 
by our Saviour himself and his apostle, L u k e x. 7; 1 Cor. ix . B u t 
here i t is thought lies the disadvantage, that whereas the priests 
under the old testament had a certain portion which was legally 
due unto them, and they m i g h t demand i t as their own, i t is now 
referred unto the voluntary contribution of them that have the 
benefit and advantage of their labour. N o w whereas they often­
times, yea, for the most part, are negligent i n their duty, and, 
through love of the present world , very scanty and backward in 
their contributions, ministers cannot be supported i n their work i n 
any measure proportionable unto what the priests were of old. 
Besides, i t should seem unworthy a minister of the gospel, who 
ought to be had in esteem, and is declared by the apostle to be 
" worthy of double honour," to depend on the w i l l , and as i t were 
charity of the people, many of them, i t may be, poor and low them­
selves. A n d these things have taken such impression on the minds 
of the most of them that are called ministers, as that , w i t h the help 
of the secular power, they have wisely provided a new way and law 
of legal t i t h i n g for their subsistence, w i t h a notable overplus of 
other good ecclesiastical lands and revenues: which practice I shall 
neither just i fy nor condemn, let the effects of i t and the day declare 
i t . Only I say, that the inst i tut ion of Christ before mentioned 
stands in no need of this invention or supply to safeguard i t from 
these objections. F o r , — 

(1.) The change made in the way of maintenance, pretended so 
disadvantageous unto ministers of the gospel, is no other but a part 
of that universal alteration, wherein carnal things are turned into 
those that are more spiritual , which was made by the br inging in of 
the kingdom of Christ. A n d i f ministers may complain that they have 
by the gospel lost the former allotment of sacred officers in tithes, 
the people may as well complain that they have no inheritances in 
the land of Canaan. B u t he is unworthy the name of a minister of 
the gospel, who is not satisfied w i t h what our L o r d hath ordained 
in every k ind . A n d as for those who indeed t h i n k better of what 
was of use in Judaism or heathenism than what is warranted by tho 
gospel, I shall not debate the matter w i t h them. Wherefore as yet 
I judge, that the tak ing of the maintenance of sacred ministers from 
the law of a carnal commandment enforcing of i t , and charging i t on 
the grace and duty of the church, is a perfective alteration, becoming 
the spir i tual i ty and glory of the kingdom of Christ. F o r , — 

(2.) Tii is way is the most honourable way, and that which casts 
the greatest respect upon them. Even the princes and rulers of the 
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world have their revenue and supportment from the substance of 
the people. N o w I would only ask, whether i t would not be more 
honourable that the people should wi l l ing ly and of their own accord 
bring in their contribution, than merely pay i t under the compul­
sion of a law? For i n this latter way, no man knoweth whether 
they have the least true honour for their ruler or regard unto his 
office; but i f i t might be done i n the former, al l the world must take 
notice what reverence, regard, and honour they have for the person 
and dignity of their prince. I t is true, generally the men of the 
world are such lovers of themselves, and so l i t t l e concerned in public 
good, that i f they were left absolutely at l iberty i n this matter, their 
governors m i g h t be defrauded of their r ight , and the ends of govern­
ment be disappointed; wherefore, in a l l countries provision is made by 
law for the payment of that tr ibute which yet without law is due. 
But whether i t be meet to bring this order into the church or no, I 
much question. I f i t be so, possibly i t may secure the revenue of 
ministers, but i t w i l l not increase their honour. For however men 
may please themselves w i t h outward appearances of things, true 
honour consists i n that respect and reverence which others pay them 
in their minds and hearts. N o w when this is such, and that on 
the account of duty, that men w i l l freely contribute unto our sup­
portment, I know no more honourable subsistence i n the world. 
' W h a t ! ' w i l l some say, ' t o depend on the w i l l and love of the 
people?—there is nothing more base and unwor thy ! ' Yea, but 
what i f al l the honour that Jesus Christ himself hath, or accepts 
from his people, proceeds from their wills and affections? Moham­
med, indeed, who knew well enough that neither honour, respect, 
nor obedience was due unto h i m , and that he could no way recom­
pense what should be done towards h i m i n that k i n d , provided that 
men should be brought i n subjection unto his name by fire and 
sword. B u t our L o r d Jesus Christ despiseth a l l honour, a l l obe­
dience and respect, that are not voluntary and free, and which do 
not proceed from the wills of men. A n d shall his servants in the 
work of the gospel suppose themselves debased, to receive respect 
and honour from the same principle? W e l l , therefore, because our 
apostle tells us that " our Lord hath ordained that those who preach 
tho gospel shall live on the gospel," and a l l obedience unto his ord i ­
nances and institutions must be voluntary, i f ministers are ashamed, 
and esteem i t unworthy of them, to receive what is so contributed 
in a way of voluntary obedience, let them t ry i f they can prevail 
with themselves to receive i t so for H i m , and in his name, who is 
not ashamed to receive i t , no, i f i t be only a cup of cold water, so i t 
come from a free and w i l l i n g mind , when he despiseth the revenue 
of the whole world upon compulsion. I f they w i l l not do so, their 
best way is to leave his service, and take up w i t h that which is more 
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honourable. For m y part, I do judge that the way of maintenance 
of ministers by voluntary benevolence, i n a way of duty and obe­
dience unto Christ, though i t be not l ike ly the most p lent i fu l , is yet 
the most honourable of a l l others. A n d of this judgment I shall 
be, u n t i l I am convinced of two things : [ 1 . ] That true honour doth 
not consist in the respect and regard of the minds of men unto the 
real worth and usefulness of those who are honoured, but i n out­
ward ceremonies and forced works of regard. [2.J That i t is not 
the duty which every church owes to Jesus Christ, to maintain those 
who labour in the word and doctrine, according to their a b i l i t y ; or 
that i t is any gospel-duty which is influenced by force or compul­
sion. 

(3.) I t must be acknowledged, that this way of voluntary contri ­
bution is not l ike to afford matter for that grandeur and secular 
greatness, those ample revenues, those provisions for ease, wealth, 
and worldly honour, which some t h i n k necessary in this case. B u t 
yet, however, i t must be granted, that a l l those large possessions 
and dominions which some now enjoy under the name ,of church-
revenues, were originally voluntary grants and contributions. For ' 
i t w i l l not be said that the clergy got them by force of arms, or by 
fraud, nor were they their patrimonial inheritance. B u t yet I fear 
there were some undue artifices used to induce men unto such do­
nations and ecclesiastical endowments, and somewhat more of merit 
fixed thereon than t r u t h w i l l allow, besides a compensation therein 
for what might be undergone in purgatory, when men were gone 
out of the world. However, the t h i n g itself i n its whole k i n d , that 
men out of their substance and revenue should design a portion 
unto the service of the church, is not to be condemned. B u t i t 
proved mischievous and fatal , when those who received what was so 
given, being unmeasurably covetous and worldly, fixed no bounds 
unto the charity or superstition of men in this k i n d , u n t i l they had 
overrun the world with* their gains. A n d not only so, but whereas 
there was no pretence of use of such great revenues, i n any way 
pretended to be of divine appointment, they were forced to invent 
and find out ways innumerable, i n abbeys, monasteries, cloisters, 
to be repositories of their overflowing treasure and revenues. But 
when God had appointed to bu i ld his tabernacle of the free-will 
offerings of the people (a type of the gospel-church), when there was 
provision enough of materials brought i n , the l iberal i ty of the people 
was restrained by proclamation, and some perhaps grieved that 
the ir offerings were not received, Exod. xxxv i . 5, 6. Through want 
•of this care to put a stop unto the devotions of men i n these dona­
tions, according unto a jus t measure of the church's necessary use, 
the bounds whereof were broken up and left invisible, by the pride,' 
ambit ion , covetousness, and craft of the clergy, the whole world ran 
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into superstition and confusion. A t present, I grant that the way 
which the gospel appoints is not l ike ly to make provision for pomp, 
grandeur, wealth, revenues, and inheritances, unto them that rely 
upon i t . N o r do I t h i n k that i f the present establishment of a 
superfluous revenue unto the clergy were removed, the world i t ­
self would i n haste r u n into the same state again. Wherefore, 
those who judge these things necessary and desirable, must be per­
mitted, as far as I know, to betake themselves unto the advantage 
the world w i l l afford; i t is acknowledged that the gospel hath made 
no provision of them. 

(4.) I t is indeed supposed, unto the disadvantage of this way, 
that by means thereof ministers do become obnoxious unto the 
people, do depend upon them, and so cannot deal so uprightly and 
sincerely with their consciences as they ought to do, lest they incur 
their displeasure, wherein they are too much concerned. I t were 
easy to manifest w i t h how many more and greater inconveniencies 
the other way is attended, were we now comparing of them. A n d 
in t r u t h i t is a vain t h i n g to look for or expect any such order and 
disposal of these things, as should administer no occasion for the 
wisdom and graces of those concerned ; nor would such a way be at 
al l useful. I say, therefore, that God hath established mutual duty 
to be the rule and measure of a l l things between ministers and 
people. Hereunto i t is their wisdom and grace to attend, leaving 
the success unto God. A n d a minister may easily conclude, that 
seeing his whole supportment i n earthly things, w i t h respect unto 
his ministry, depends on the command of God on the account of the 
discharge of his duty , i f he have respect thereunto in his work, or 
so far as i t is lawful for h i m to have, that the more sincere and up­
right he is therein, the more assured w i l l his supportment be. A n d 
he who is enabled to give up himself unto the work of the ministry 
in a due manner, considering the nature of that work, and what he 
shall assuredly meet withal in its discharge, is not i n much danger 
of being greatly moved w i t h this p i t i f u l consideration of displeasing 
this or that man i n the discharge of his duty . 

(5.) I t is further pleaded, that these things were tolerable at the 
first entrance and beginning of Christ ianity , when the zeal, love, 
and l iberality of its professors, did sufficiently stir them up unto an 
abundant discharge of their d u t y ; but now the whole body of them 
is degenerate f rom their pristine faith and l ove : coldness and indi f -
ferency i n the things of their eternal concernment, w i t h love of self 
and this present evi l world, do so prevail i n them al l , as that, i f 
things were left unto their wil ls and sense of duty , there would 
quickly be an end of a l l ministry, for want of maintenance. This is 
of al l others the most cogent argument i n this case, and that which 
prevails w i t h many good and sober men utter ly to decry the way of 
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ministers' maintenance by a voluntary contribution. I shall briefly 
give m y thoughts concerning i t , and so return from this digression. 
A n d I say,— 

[ I . ] I do not condemn any provision that is made by good 
wholesome, and righteous laws among men, for this end and 
purpose, provided i t be such as is accommodated unto the further­
ance of the work itself. Such provision as i n its own nature is a 
snare and temptation, inc l in ing men unto pride, ambit ion , luxury, 
distance from, and elation above the meanest of the sheep or lambs 
of Christ, or as i t were requir ing a worldly grandeur and secular 
pomp i n their course of life, must plead for itself as i t is able. B u t 
such as may comfortably support, encourage, and help men i n this 
work and discharge of their duty, being made wi thout the wrong of 
others, is doubtless to be approved. Yea, if , i n this degeneracy of 
Christ ianity under which we suffer, any shall, out of love and obe­
dience unto the gospel, set apart any portion of their estates, and 
settle i t unto the service of the church i n the maintenance of the 
ministry , i t is a good work, which, i f done i n fa i th , w i l l be accepted. 

[2 . ] L e t those who are true disciples indeed know, that i t is 
greatly incumbent on them to ro l l away that reproach which is cast 
upon the institutions of Christ by the miscarriages of the generality 
of Christians. H e hath "orda ined that those who preach the gos­
pel shall live on the gospel." A n d the way whereby he hath pre­
scribed this to be effected is, that those who are his disciples should, 
i n obedience unto his command, supply them wi th temporals by 
whom spirituals are dispensed unto them. I f this be not done, a 
reproach is cast upon his institutions, as insufficient unto the end for 
which they were designed. I t is therefore incumbent on a l l who 
have any true zeal for the glory and honour of Christ, to manifest 
the i r exemplary obedience and fruitfulness i n this m a t t e r ; whereby 
i t may appear that i t is not any defect i n the appointment of 
Christ, but the stubborn disobedience and unbelief of men, that is 
the cause of any disorder. 

[3 . ] Seeing there is such a degeneracy among Christians, as that 
they w i l l not be wrought upon unto a voluntary discharge of their 
duty i n this matter, i t may be inquired what hath been the cause, 
or at least the principal occasion thereof. N o w i f this should bo 
found and appear to be, the coldness, remissness, neglect, ignorance, 
sloth, ambit ion, and worldliness, of those who have been their 
guides and leaders, their officers and ministers, i n most ages, i t w i l l 
evince how l i t t l e reason some have to complain that the people are 
backward and negligent in the discharge of their duty . A n d i f i t 
be tree, as indeed i t is, that the care of religion, that i t be preserved, 
thrive , and flourish, not only i n themselves but i n the whole church, 
lias been committed unto those persons, there can be no such apostasy 
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as is complained of among the people, but that the gui l t of i t w i l l lie 
at their doors. A n d i f i t be so, i t is to be inquired whether i t be 
the duty of ministers absolutely to comply w i t h them i n their de­
generation, and suffer them to live i n the neglect of their duty i n 
this matter, only providing for themselves some other w a y ; or 
whether they ought not rather by a l l ways and means to endeavour 
their recovery into their pristine condition. I f i t be said, that 
whatever men pretend, yet i t is a t h i n g impossible, to work the 
people into a due discharge of their duty i n this m a t t e r — I grant 
i t is, whilst that is only or principally intended. B u t i f men would 
not consider themselves or their interest i n the first place, but really 
endeavour their recovery unto faith, love, obedience, and holiness, 
and that by their own example as well as teaching, i t may well bo 
hoped that this duty would revive again i n the company of others-
for i t is certain i t w i l l never stand alone by itself. B u t we must 
proceed w i t h our apostle. 

2. Those sons of L e v i who obtained the priesthood "received 
tithes-according to the l a w ; " that is, as the matter or 
manner of t i t h i n g was determined by the law. For by K " T i T " 
." t ithes" I understand that whole portion which, by 
God's order and command, belonged unto the priests; and this in 
all the concerns of i t was determined by the law. W h a t , when, 
how, of whom, all was expressly established by law. So they re­
ceived tithes according to the l a w , — i n the order, way and manner 
therein determined; for i t is God's law and appointment that gives 
boundaries and measures unto a l l duties. W h a t is done according 
unto them is straight, r ight , and acceptable; whatever is otherwise, 
however i t may please our own wisdom or reason, is crooked, fro-
ward, perverse, and rejected of God. 

But there is an objection that this assertion of the apostle seems 
liable unto, which we must take notice of i n our passage. For 
whereas he affirms that " the Levites who received the office of the 
priesthood took tithes of-their brethren," i t is evident, from the first 
grant and inst i tut ion of t i t h i n g , that the Levites who were not priests 
were the first who immediately received them of the people. See 
Num. xv i i i . 21 -24 . 

Ans. (1.) B y " t i t h e s " the whole consecrated portion according 
unto the law is intended, as we said before. Hereof the portion 
allotted unto the priests out of various offerings or sacrifices was no 
small part, wherein the Levites had no interest, but they belonged 
and were delivered immediately unto the priests. (2.) The Levites 
themselves were given unto the priests, for their service in and about 
holy things, N u m . i i i . 9. Whatever afterwards was given unto the 
Levites, i t was so w i t h reference unto the supportment of the priest­
hood in due order. The tithes, therefore, that were paid to the 

4 
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Levites were i n the original grant of a l l to the priests. (3.) The 
priests t i thed the whole people i n that tenth of a l l which they re­
ceived of the Levites; and that being given unto them, what re­
mained i n the possession of the Levites themselves came, as al l 
other clean things, to be used promiscuously, N u m . x v i i i . 26-32. 

Fourth ly , The privilege of the priests in tak ing the tenth of al l 
J V t , is amplified by the consideration of the persons from Tod* 

rtisjiaf.!,, whom they took them. N o w these were not strangers 
or foreigners, but their own brethren. A n d these also 

were so their brethren as that they had a r i ght unto, and were par­
takers of the same original privileges wi th themselves; which d id not 
exempt them from the duty of paying tithes of a l l unto t h e m : 
" Took tithes of their brethren, though they came out of the loins 
of Abraham." Abraham first received the promises, and was an 
equal common spring of privileges to his whole posterity. The priests 
were not more children of Abraham than the people were. The 
whole people, therefore, being so, and thereby equally interested 
i n al l the privileges of Abraham, or the church of believers, i t js 
manifest how great the honour and pre-eminence of the priests were^ 
i n that they took tithes of them al l . A n d this the apostle declares, 
to strengthen his argument for the greatness and excellency of M e l ­
chisedec, in that he received tithes of Abraham himself. A n d we 
may l earn ,— 

Obs. V I I I . That i t is God's prerogative to give d igni ty and pre­
eminence i n the church among them which are otherwise equal; 
which is to be acquiesced i n . — O u r common vocation by the word 
states us a l l equally i n the same privilege, as a l l the children of 
Abraham were in that respect i n the same condit ion ; but i n this 
common state God makes, by his prerogative, a threefold difference 
among believers; as to grace, as to gifts, as to office. F o r , — 

1. A l though a l l true believers have the same grace i n the k i n d 
thereof, yet some much excel others in the degrees and exercise of 
i t . As one star differeth from another, that is, excelleth another, 
i n glory, so here one saint excelleth another i n grace. This, both 
the examples of the Scripture and the experience of a l l ages of the 
church do testify. A n d this dependeth on the sovereign pleasure 
of God. A s h e is "gracious unto whom he w i l l be gracious," so 
when, and how, and i n what measure he pleaseth. Some shall have 
grace sooner than others, and some that which is more eminent 
than others have: only, he that hath least shall have no lack, as 
to mak ing of h i m meet for the inheritance of the saints i n l i g h t ; 
and he that hath most hath no more than he shall find need of and 
exercise for. B u t so i t is, some God w i l l have as pillars i n his 
house, and some are but as bruised reeds. A n d every one's duty 
i t is for himself, i n his place and condition, to comply w i t h the w i l l 
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of God herein. (1.) Le t not the weak, the feeble of the flock 
those who either really are so or i n their own apprehensions, com­
plain or faint. For, [1 . ] There is no man i n the world that hath so 
l i t t le grace, who hath any, but he hath more than he ever deserved; 
as none hath so much, as that any dram of i t is of his own earning 
A n d as he who hath nothing but what he hath freely received, hath 
nothing to boast of ; so he who hath that which he never deserved, 
hath no reason to complain. [2.] I t is the pleasure of God i t should 
be so I f i t be his w i l l to keep us spiritually poor, so we are thereby 
kept humble, we shall be no losers. I say not this, as though any 
one who hath but a l i t t l e grace, or apprehends himself to have so, 
should, on the pretence that such is the w i l l of God concerning h i m 
and his condition, neglect the most earnest endeavour after more — 
which would be a shrewd evidence that he hath none at a l l ; out 
that those who, i n a diligent use of means for growth and improve­
ment, cannot yet arrive unto such an increase, such an addition of 
one grace unto another, as that their prof it ing may be manifest (which 
falls out on several occasions), may find relief i n the sovereign plea­
sure of God to keep them in their low condition. [3. ] They may do 
well to consider, that indeed there is a great deal of glory in the 
least of true grace. Though there be not so much as i n more grace 
yet there is more than i n a l l things under the sun besides. N o man 
hath so l i t t l e grace, who hath any, as that he is ever able to set a 
sufficient price upon i t , or to be thankfu l enough for i t . [4. ] There 
is, indeed, so much spoken in the Scripture concerning the love 
care, compassion, and tenderness of our L o r d Jesus Christ, towards 
the weak, the sick, the diseased of his flock, that on some accounts 
the state of those humble souls who have yet received but l i t t l e 
grace seems to be most safe and desirable, Isa. x l . 11. L e t not such 
therefore, complain; i t is God alone who is the author of this differ­
ence between them and others. A n d on the same grounds, (2 ) Those 
who are strong, who have much grace, ought not, [1 . ] To boast 
or be l i f ted u p ; for, as we observed before, they have nothing but 
what they have freely received. Yea, i t is very suspicious that what 
any one boasteth of is not grace; for i t is the nature of a l l true 
grace to exclude a l l boasting. H e that , by comparing himself w i th 
others, finds any other issue i n his thoughts, but either to admire 
sovereign grace or to judge himself beneath them, is in an i l l con­
dition or at least in an i l l frame. [2. ] N o r to trust unto what 
they have received. There is none hath so much grace as not 
every moment to need supplies of more. A n d he who, l ike Peter 
trusteth unto that wherein he is above others, w i l l one way or other 
be brought down beneath them al l . [3 . ] L e t such be greatly f r u i t ­
ful or this appearance of much grace w i l l issue i n much darkness. 

Z God dealeth thus w i t h men as to spiritual gifts. A m o n g those 
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who are called, the Sp ir i t d iv idcth unto every one even as he wi l l 
U n t o one he giveth five talents, unto another two, and to a th i rd 
but one. A n d this diversity, depending merely on God's sovereignty, 
is visible i n a l l churches. A n d as this tends i n itself unto their 
beauty and edification, so there may be an abuse of i t unto their 
disadvantage; for besides those disorders which the apostle declares 
to have ensued, particularly i n the church of Corinth, upon the un ­
due use and exercise of spiritual gifts, there are sundry evils which 
may befall particular persons by reason of them, i f their o r d i n a l 
and end be not duly attended unto. For, (1 . ) Those who have re­
ceived these spiritual gifts in any eminent manner may be apt to 
be l i fted up w i t h good conceits of themselves, and even to despise 
their brethren who come behind them therein. This evil was openly 
prevalent i n the church of Corinth. (2 . ) A m o n g those who have 
received them in some equality, or would be thought so to have done 
emulations, and perhaps strifes thereon, are apt to ensue. One can­
not well bear that the gi ft of another should find more acceptance, 
or be better esteemed than his o w n ; and another may be apt to ex­
tend himself beyond his due l ine and measure, because of them. 
A n d , (3 . ) Those who have received them i n the lowest degree may 
be apt to despond, an'd refuse to trade w i t h what they have, because 
their stock is inferior unto their neighbours.' B u t what is a l l this 
to us? May not God do what he w i l l w i t h his own? I f God w i l l 
have some of the sons of Abraham to pay tithes, and some to receive 
them, is there any ground of complaint? U n t o h i m that hath the 
most eminent gifts, God hath given of his own, and not of ours; he 
hath taken nothing from us to endue h i m witha l , but supplied h i m 
out of his own stores. Whoever, therefore, is unduly exalted w i t h 
them, or envies because of them, he despiseth the prerogative of 
God, and contends w i t h h i m that is mighty . 

3. God dist inguished persons w i t h respect unto office. H e makes 
and so accounts, whom he w i l l fa i thful , and puts them into the minis ­
t ry . This of old K o r a h repined against. A n d there are not a few who 
free themselves from envy at the ministry, by endeavouring to br ing 
i t down into contempt. B u t the office is honourable; and so are they 
by whom i t is discharged in a due manner. A n d i t is the prerogative 
of God to call whom he pleaseth thereunto. A n d there is no greater 
usurpation therein than the constitution of ministers by the laws, 
rules, and authority of men. For any to set up such i n office as 
he hath not gifted for i t , nor called unto i t , is to sit i n the temple 
of God, and to show themselves to be God. W e may also hence 
observe, t h a t , — 

Obs. I X . N o privilege can exempt persons from subjection unto 
any of God's institutions, though they were of the loins of Abraham, 
l e t , — 

E P I S T L E TO T H E H E B R E W S . 

V E R S E S 6 - 1 0 . 

3 6 3 

I n the five following verses the apostle pursues and concludes that 
part of his argument, from the consideration of Melchisedec, which 
concerned the greatness and glory of H i m who was represented by 
h im, and his pre-eminence above the Levit ical priests. For i f M e l ­
chisedec, who was but a type of h im , was i n his own person in so 
many instances more excellent than they, how much more must H e 
be esteemed to be above them who was represented by him? for he 
whom another is appointed to represent, must be more glorious than 
he by whom he is represented. This part of his argument the 
apostle concludes i n these verses, and thence proceeds unto another 
great inference and deduction from what he had taught concerning 
this Melchisedec. A n d this was that which struck into the heart 
of that controversy which he had i n hand, namely, that the Levit ical 
priesthood must necessarily cease upon the introduction of that 
better priesthood which was fore-signified by that of Melchisedec. 
A n d these things, whatsoever sense we now have of them, were 
those on which the salvation or damnation of these Hebrews did 
absolutely depend. For unless they were prevailed on to forego 
that priesthood which was now abolished, and to betake themselves 
alone unto that more excellent one which was then introduced, they 
must unavoidably perish; as, accordingly, on this very account i t fell 
out w i t h the generality of that people, their posterity persisting i n 
the same unbelief unto this day. A n d that which God made the 
crisis of the l i fe or death of that church and people, ought to 
be di l igently weighed and considered by us. I t may be, some find 
not themselves much concerned in this laborious, accurate dispute of 
the apostle, wherein so much occurs about pedigrees, priests, and 
tithes, which they t h i n k belongs not unto them. B u t let them 
remember, that i n that great day of tak ing down the whole fabric of 
Mosaical worship, and the abolition of the covenant of Sinai, tho 
life or death of that ancient church, the posterity of Abraham, 
the friend of God, to whom u n t i l this season an enclosure was made 
of a l l spir itual privileges, Rom. ix. 4, depended upon their receiving 
or rejecting of the t r u t h here contended for. A n d God in l ike man­
ner doth oftentimes single out especial truths for the tr ia l of tho 
faith and obedience of the church in especial seasons. A n d when 
he doth so, there is ever after an especial veneration due unto them. 
B u t to r e t u r n : — 

U p o n the supposition that the Levit ical priests did receive tithes 
as well as Melchisedec, wherein, they were equal; and that they 
received tithes of their brethren, the posterity of Abraham, which 
was their especial prerogative and d i g n i t y ; he yet proveth, by four 
arguments, that the greatness he had assigned unto Melchisedec, 
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and his pre-eminence above them, was no more than was due unto 
h i m . A n d the first of these is taken from the consideration of his 
person from whom he received tithes, verse 6; the second, from the 
action oibenediction which accompanied his receiving of tithes, verse 
7; the t h i r d , from the condition and state of his own person, compared 
with all those who received tithes according to the law, verse 8; and 
the fourth, from that which determines the whole question, namely, 
that Lev i himself, and so, consequently, a l l the whole race of priests 
that sprang from his loins, did thus pay tithes unto him. verses 
9, 10. 

V E R S E 6. 

'O it /j,) ymaXoyovpivos e£ auruv didixdruxe rkv 'AGpaa/J., xal rh 
\ypna. ra; imyyiXlag luXoyrixi. 

T h e E t h i o p i c translation omits these words , ' 0 3s ftvj •/tvici'hrtyovftiiio; J | ttvruv 
i e l t K x r u x i TOV ' AGpuxfi. H e takes up the name " A b r a h a m " in the foregoing 
verse, " who came forth out of the loins of A b r a h a m ; " and adds unto them what 
folio ws in this, " who received the promises } " possibly deceived by & maimed 
transcript of the original . 

Mtj ytuea'hoyovfiti/O!:. S y r . V" 1 1 ?? "^?? y r o vb-j y«T ssn « he who is not written 
in the genealogies : " properly e n o u g h ; for the apostle speaks of the genealogies 
that were w r i t t e n a n d on record in the book of Genesis , wherein there is none of 
Melchisedec ; and it is the w r i t i n g by divine inspiration that his argument is 
founded on. A n s w . " Genealogisatus , " " g e n e a l o g i z e d . " " I s cujus genus non 
recensetur ex i l l i s , " " w h o s e stock is not reckoned from t h e m ; " or as B e z a , " a d 
illos non r e f e r t u r . " V u l g . L a t . , " cujus generat ionon a n n u m e r a t u r in e i s ; " that 
is, as the R h e m i s t s , " h e whose generation is not numbered among t h e m . " O u r s , 
" w h o s e descent is not counted from t h e m ; " putt ing " p e d i g r e e " in the m a r g i n . 
rtn«.\oyoifitiios is , " is cu jus o r t u s , " " g e n e r a t i o , " " n a t i v i t a s r e c e n s e t u r ; " whose 
" or ig ina l , " " nat iv i ty , " " stock, " race , is reckoned u p , " or " r e c o r d e d . " 

' E £ a v T u v , " f r o m t h e m , " " f r o m a m o n g t h e m . " "Vulg. L a t . , " i n e i s , " for 
" i n t e r eos, " " a m o n g t h e m ; " " w h o s e generation is not numbered among t h e m . " 
T h e meaning is , he was not of their stock or r a c e ; he s p r a n g not of them, nor 
arose from among t h e m . 

AsJsxaraxe , " decimas t u l i t , " " sumpsi t , " " exegit , " " accepit , " " d e c i m a v i t . " 
Asuartua is " dec imo, " or " decimam partem e x c e r p o ; " " to take out the tenth 
p a r t : " W ™ voKifiiav iocttrtvaiii/ evfcdfiisiof Tore, P l u t . i n C a m i l l o ; " ex spoliis 
hostium decimas excerpere . " AIKXTOU, w i t h an accusative case, as here, is " to 
receive tithes of a n y ; " a n d aTroJfxai-o'nj, in the same construction, is of the same 
signification: verse 5, 'AirohxccTovv rov A«oV B u t absolutely it signifies " to pay 
tithes, " or , " t o give t i thes , " not to receive t h e m : L u k e xvi i i . 12, ' Airofcx-xTa 
irarra, oaa KTauctt—"I tithe a l l that I possess ; " that is, give tithe out of it . 

Ver. 6 . — B u t he whose descent is not reckoned from them, 
received tithes from Abraham, and blessed h i m that 
had the promises. 

A description there is in these words of Melchisedec, by a nega­
t ion of a certain respect, useful to be observed unto the design 
of the apostle; and then an assertion upon a supposition thereof. 
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1. H e was a person whose descent, pedigree, nativity, traduction of 
stock and lineage, was not reckoned from among them. 
H e had before observed absolutely, that he was not i.^S"* 
at a l l genealogized: verse 3, uymaXoynros,—"without < , " T" ' -
descent." A n d how this was necessary, to shadow out the eternity 
of the priesthood of Christ, we have declared. For i f he had had any 
genealogy, or had stood in need thereof, i t had been to show from 
whom he derived his priesthood, and unto whom i t was transmitted; 
whereas he had no such circumstances, nor was to have, as to the 
end of his call and office. Hence i t follows, i n particular, that he 
could not derive his descent from Levi . Morally he could not, 
because so he had none at a l l ; and naturally he could not, for i n 
his days L e v i was only yet in the loins of A b r a h a m : so that i n 
no respect he could descend from h im. B u t the apostle hath a 
peculiar intent ion i n this verse; for whereas he designed to prove 
the greatness of Melchisedec from his receiving tithes, he intends 
here to declare on what right and title he d id so. For there were 
but two ways whereby any one d id or might take tithes of a n y : 
(1.) B y virtue of the law, or inst itution of God in the law. This 
way none could do so but he who legally derived his descent from 
Levi. (2.) B y virtue of some especial grant or personal privilege, 
either before or above the law. Whereas, therefore, Melchisedec, as 
is here declared, had no interest i n the former, i t must be w i t h 
respect unto the latter that he had this r i g h t ; which argues his 
dignity. So God may, and doth sometimes, communicate of his 
favour and privileges thereby, by especial exemption, and not by an 
ordinary rule or constitution. I do not at a l l know, nor can i t be 
proved, that God is now, by his word, or law, or constitution, obliged 
to give no ministry unto the church but by virtue of an orderly out­
ward call according to the rule. I t is true, we are obliged to keep 
ourselves unto the rule and law in the call of ministers, so far as we 
are able; but whether God hath bound himself unto that order, I 
very much question. Yea, when there is any great and signal work 
to be done in the church ,—it may be, such as the church cannot or 
w i l l not call any unto, even such a reformation of persons as may 
prove a dissolution of its const i tut ion,—if God raise, gi ft , and provi ­
dentially call, any unto that work, assisting them i n i t , I should not 
doubt of the lawfulness of their ministry, as granted unto them by 
especial privilege, though not communicated by external rule and 
order. I t is good, ordinari ly , to be genealogized into the ministry 
by established rule ; but God can, by virtue of his own sovereignty, 
grant this privilege unto whom he pleaseth. A n d let not°any 
imagine that such a supposition must needs immediately open a 
door unto confusion; for there are invariable rules to t ry men and 
their ministry by at al l times, whether they are sent of God or no. 
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The doctrine which they teach, the ends which they promote, the 
lives which they lead, the circumstances of the seasons wherein they 
appear, w i l l sufficiently manifest whence such teachers are. 

2. H a v i n g thus described Melchisedec, and manifested on what 
account the things mentioned were ascribed or did belong unto h im, 
he mentions the things themselves, which were t w o : (1.) That he 
"received tithes of Abraham." (2.) T h a t " he blessed h i m . " I n 
both which he demonstrates his greatness and d i g n i t y : (1.) By the 
consideration "of the person of whom he received tithes ; i t was Abra­
ham himself. (2.) By an especial circumstance of A b r a h a m ; i t 
was " he who had received^ the promises," from whence the whole 
church of Israel claimed their pr iv i l eges :— 

(1.) H e "received tithes of Abraham. " The Levit ical priests re-
^ ^ r ceived tithes of those who came out of the loins of Abra-

rh-AtflY" n a m ; which was an evidence of their dignity by God's 
appointment : but he received them of Abraham h i m ­

self ; which evidently declares his superiority above them, as also 
herein above Abraham himself. A n d the apostle, by insisting -on 
these things so particularly, shows, [1. ] H o w difficult a matter i t is 
to dispossess the minds of men of those things which they have long 
trusted unto, and boasted of. I t is plain, f rom the Gospel through­
out, that al l the Jews looked on this as their great privilege and ad­
vantage, that they were the posterity of Abraham : whom they con­
ceived on a l l accounts the greatest and most honourable person that 
ever was i n the world. Now, although there was much herein, yet 
when they began to abuse i t , and trust unto i t , i t was necessary that 
their confidence should be abated and taken down. B u t so difficult 
a matter was this to effect, as that the apostle applies every argu­
ment unto i t that hath a real force and evidence i n i t , especially 
such things as they had not before considered; as i t is plain they were 
utter ly ignorant in the instructive part of this story of Melchisedec. 
A n d we see, in l ike manner, when men are possessed w i t h an i n ­
veterate conceit of their being " t h e church," and having a l l the 
privileges of i t enclosed unto them, although they have long since 
forfeited openly a l l r ight thereunto, how difficult a t h i n g i t is to 
dispossess their minds of that pleasing presumption. [2 . ] That every 
particle of divine t r u t h is instructive and argumentative, when i t is 
r ight ly used and improved. Hence the apostle presseth a l l the cir­
cumstances of this story, from every one of them g iv ing l i g h t and 
evidence unto the great t r u t h which he sought to confirm. 

(2.) That i t might yet further appear how great Melchisedec was, 
m ( who received tithes of Abraham, he declares who A b r a -

w°*yy*\Z* ' i a m was, i n an instance of his great and especial p r i ­
vilege. I t was he who " had the promises." This he 

singles out as the greatest privilege and honour of Abraham, as 
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i t was indeed the foundation of a l l the other mercies which he en­
joyed, or advantages that he was intrusted withal . The nature of 
this promise, w i t h the solemn manner of its g iv ing unto Abraham, 
and the benefits included in i t , he had at large declared, chap. v i . 
13-16. Hereby Abraham became " the father of the fa i th fu l , " " t h e 
heir of the wor ld , " and " t h e friend of God ;" so that i t exceedingly 
illustrates the greatness of Melchisedec, in that this Abraham paid 
tithes unto h i m . 

The medium of the argument i n this instance is liable ordy unto 
one exception, namely, ' T h a t Abraham was not the first that re­
ceived the promises; so that although he was not, yet there might 
be others greater than Melchisedec, who never made any acknow­
ledgment of his pre-eminence. For the promise was given unto 
Adam himself, immediately after the f a l l ; as also unto Noah, in the 
covenant made w i t h h i m ; and to others also, who, before Abraham, 
died i n the faith. ' Ans. I t is true, they had the promise and the 
benefit of i t ; but yet so as in sundry things Abraham was preferred 
above t h e m al l . For, [1. ] H e had the promise more plainly and 
clearly given unto him, than any of his predecessors in the faith. 
Hence he was the first of whom i t is said, that " he saw the day of 
Christ, and rejoiced;" as having a clearer view of his coming, and 
of salvation by h i m , than any that went before h i m . [2. ] The pro­
mise was confirmed unto h i m by an oath, which i t had not been unto 
any before. [3. ] The promised Seed was in i t peculiarly confined 
unto his family or posterity. See Heb. i i . 16. [4. ] His receiving of 
the promise was that which was the foundation of the church in his 
posterity, which he had peculiarly to deal wi thal . H e had, there­
fore, the pre-eminence above a l l others in this matter of receiving the 
promises. 

B u t i t may yet be said, ' That Abraham had not received the pro­
mises then, when he was blessed of Melchisedec, so that i t was no 
argument of his pre-eminence at that t ime. ' But , [1 . ] H e had before 
received the same promise, for the substance of i t , which was after­
wards more solemnly confirmed unto h im, on the t r ia l of his faith in 
offering his only son, Gen. x i i . 2, 3, x i i i . 15, 16. [2 . ] H e was then 
actually instated in a r ight unto all that further confirmation of the 
promises which he received on various occasions ; and what followed 
added not unto the d ignity of his person, but served only unto the 
confirmation of his faith. So " Melchisedec blessed h i m who had 
the promises." A n d we may observe,—• 

Obs. I . W e can be made partakers of no such grace, mercy, or 
privilege i n this world, but that God can, when he pleaseth, make 
an addit ion thereunto. " H o who had received the promises" was 
afterwards " blessed."—We depend upon an inf inite Fountain of 
grace and mercy, from whence i t is made out unto us by various de-

evival Books 
Reserved 

www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


368 A N E X P O S I T I O N O F T H E [ C H A P . V I I . 

grees, according to the good pleasure of God. Neither w i l l he give 
unto us, nor are we capable to receive, i n this world, the whole of 
what he hath provided for us, i n the enjoyment whereof our final 
blessedness doth consist. Wherefore, as i t is required of us to be 
thankfu l for what we have, or to walk worthy of the grace we have 
received, yet we may live i n constant expectation of more from h i m ; 
and i t is the great comfort and relief of our souls that we may so do. 

Obs. I I . I t is the blessing of Christ, typed in and by Melchise­
dec, that makes promises and mercies effectual unto us .—He is 
himself the great subject of the promises, and the whole blessing of 
them cometh forth from h i m alone. A l l besides h im, a l l without 
h i m , is of or under the curse. I n h i m , from h i m , and by h i m only, 
are a l l blessings to be obtained. 

Obs. I I I . Free and sovereign grace is the only foundation of all 
privi leges .—All that is spoken of the d ignity of Abraham is resolved 
into this, that " he received the promises." 

V E R S E 7. 

B u t what i f Abraham was thus blessed by Melchisedec, doth this 
prove that he was less than he by whom he was blessed ? I t doth 
so, saith the apostle, and that by virtue of an unquestionable gene­
ra l r u l e : — 

Ver. 7 — Xuplg Se irdertt avTiXoylaf, r j iXarrov M roZ xpiirrovos tv\o-
ytrrai. 

Xapls li MTihoyUi. E r a s m . , " porro nemo n e g a t ; " « absque ulla , omni 
contradiet ione ; " " a n d without all contradict ion . " 

T h e words * W ™ a n d * , £ / T ™ , " l e s s " and " g r e a t e r , " are in the neuter gender 
and so rendered in most translations, " i l l u d quod minus est, a maiore only the 
S y n a c reduceth them to the masculine, W» "WW i n spana TO i n ' " h e who 
is the less is blessed of him who is g r e a t e r , " o r ' " m o r e excellent than h e ; " which 
is the sense of the words. 

Ver. 7 . — A n d , without al l contradiction, the less is blessed 
of the greater 

The words prevent an objection, which is supposed, not expressed • 
and therefore are they continued w i t h those foregoing by the con-

A , junct ion di, as carrying on what was before asserted by 
a further i l lustration and confirmation of i t A n d 

there is i n them, 1. The manner of the assertion; and, 2. The vro-
position i t s e l f : — * 

1. The manner of i t is i n these words, x « , / f *dm avr,Xo7la{~ 
xu,U«i. " W i t h o u t , " beyond, above, " a l l reasonable contradic-

r« i,r,x.. t i o n . " A t r u t h this is that cannot, that w i l l not be 
T - i • • P l n s a i d > w h i c h n o n e w i l l deny or oppose; as that 
which is evident i n the l ight of nature, and which the order of the 
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things spoken of doth require. A l l truths, especially divine truths, 
are such as ought not to be contradicted ; aud which no contradic­
tion can evert, or change their natures, that they should not so be. 
But against some of them,—not for want of t r u t h , but either from 
want of evidence i n themselves or from want of l ight i n them unto 
whom they are proposed,—contradictions may arise, and they may 
be called into dispute or question. Thus i t hath fallen out wi th a l l 
truths which we receive by mere supernatural revelation. The 
darkness of the minds of men, unable clearly to discern them and 
perfectly to comprehend them, w i l l raise disputes about them, and 
objections against them. B u t some truths there are which have 
such an evidence i n themselves, and such a suitableness unto the 
principles of reason and natural l ight , that no colour of opposition 
can be made unto them. A n d i f any, out of brutish affections or 
prejudices, do force an opposition unto them, they are to be ne­
glected and not contended withal . Wherefore that which is here 
intimated is, that there are some principles of t r u t h that are so 
secured i n their own evidence and l ight, as that, being unquestion­
able in themselves, they may be used and improved as concessions, 
whereon other less evident truths may be confirmed and established. 
The due consideration hereof is of great use i n the method of teach­
ing, or i n the vindication of any questioned truths from oppo­
sition. I n a l l teaching, especially in matters that are controverted, 
i t is of great advantage to fix some unquestionable principles, whence 
those which are less evident or more opposed may be deduced, or 
be otherwise influenced and confirmed. Neglect hereof makes 
popular discourses weak in their application ; and those wherein 
men contend for the t r u t h , in f i rm in their conclusions. This course, 
therefore, the apostle here useth, and resolveth his present argu­
ment into such an unquestionable principle as reason and common 
sense must admit of. 

2. The proposition thus modified, is, That " the less is blessed of 
the greater ; " that is, wherein one is orderly blessed by T < 

another, he that is blessed is therein less than, or be- t s D k J " t ' . 

neath i n d ignity unto, h i m by whom he is blessed, as i t ™"i 
is expressed in the Syriac translation. Expositors gene- T°"' 
rally on this place distinguish the several sorts of benedictions that 
are i n use and warrantable among men, that so they may fix on 
that concerning which the rule here mentioned by the apostle w i l l 
hold unquestionably. B u t as unto the especial design of the apostle, 
this labour may be spared : for he treats only of sacerdotal benedic­
tions ; and w i t h respect to them, the rule is not only certainly true, 
but openly evident. B u t to illustrate the whole, and to show how 
far the rule mentioned may be extended, we may reduce al l sorts of 
blessings unto four heads:— 
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( 1 . ) There is benedictio jwtestativa; that is, such a blessing as 
consists in an actual efficacious collation on, or communication of 
the matter of tho blessing unto, the person blessed. Thus God 
alone can bless absolutely. H e is the only fountain of al l goodness, 
spiritual , temporal, eternal, and so of the whole entire matter of 
blessing, containing i t al l eminently and v ir tual ly i n himself. A n d 
he alone can efficiently communicate i t unto, or collate i t on any 
others; which he doth as seemeth good unto h i m , "according to the 
counsel of his own w i l l . " A l l w i l l grant, that w i t h respect hereunto 
the apostle's max im is unquestionable;—God is greater than man. 
Yea, this k i n d of blessing ariseth from, or dependeth solely on, that 
infinite distance that is between the being or nature of God and 
the being of al l creatures. This is God's blessing, nODin r a i d , — a n 
" a d d i t i o n of good," as the Jews call i t ; a real communication of 
grace, mercy, privileges, or whatever the matter of the blessing be. 

(2.) There is benedictio authoritative/,. This is when men, in the 
name, that is, by the appointment and warranty, of God, do declare 
any to be blessed, pronouncing the blessings unto them whereof 
they shall be made partakers. A n d this k i n d of blessing was of old 
of two sorts: [ 1 . ] Extraordinary, by virtue of especial immediate 
inspiration, or a spirit of prophecy. [2.] Ordinary, by virtue of 
office and inst i tut ion. I n the first way Jacob blessed his sons; 
which he calls a declaration of " what should befall them i n the last 
days," Gen. x l ix . 1. A n d such were a l l the solemn patriarchal bene­
dictions ; as that of Isaac, when he had infal l ible direction as to the 
blessing, but not in his own m i n d as to the person to be blessed, 
Gen. xxv i i . 27-29. So Moses blessed the children of Israel in their 
respective tribes, Deut. x x x i i i . 1. I n the latter, the priests, by v ir ­
tue of God's ordinance, were to bless the people w i t h this authori ­
tative blessing : " A n d the L O R D spake unto Moses, saying, Speak 
unto Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless 
the children of Israel, saying unto them, The L O R D bless thee, and 
keep thee; the L O R D make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee ; the L O R D l i f t up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace. A n d they shall put m y name upon the children of 
I s r a e l ; and I w i l l bless them," N u m . v i . 2 2 - 2 7 . The whole 
nature of this k i n d of blessing is here exemplified. I t is founded 
i n God's express inst i tut ion and command. A n d the nature of i t 
consists i n " put t ing the name of God upon the peop le ; " that is, 
declaring blessings unto them i n the name of God, praying blessings 
for them on his command. Wherefore the word " bless " is used i n 
a twofold sense in this i n s t i t u t i o n : Verse 23, " Y e shall bless the 
children of Israel ," is spoken of tho priests; verso 27, " I w i l l bless 
t h e m , " is spoken of God. The blessing is the same,—declared by 
the priests, and effected by God. They blessed declaratively, he ejjh-
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cienthj. A n d the blessing of Melchisedec i n this place seems to 
have a mixture i n i t of both these. For as i t is plain that he 
blessed Abraham by virtue of his sacerdotal office,—which our 
apostle principally considered,—so I make no question but he was 
peculiarly acted by immediate inspiration from God i n what he did. 
And i n this sort of blessing the apostolical max im maintains its evi­
dence i n the l i ght of nature. 

(3.) There is benedictio charitativa. This is, when one is said 
to bless another by praying for a blessing on h i m , or using the 
means whereby he may obtain a blessing. This may bo done by 
superiors, equals, inferiors, any or all persons mutual ly towards one 
another. See 1 Kings v i i i . 14 , 55, 50 ; 2 Chron. v i . 3 ; Prov. xxx. 
11. This k i n d of blessing, i t being only improperly so, wherein the 
act or duty is demonstrated by its object, doth not belong unto this 
rule of the apostle. 

(4.) There is benedictio reverentialis. Hereof God is the object. 
So men are said often to "bless God," and to "bless his holy name:" 
which is mentioned i n the Scripture as a signal duty of a l l that fear 
and love the Lord . Now this blessing of God is a declaration of 
his praises, w i t h a holy, reverential, thankful admiration of his ex­
cellencies. B u t this belongs not at a l l unto the design of the 
apostle, nor is regulated by this general maxim, but is a particular 
instance of the direct contrary, wherein, without controversy, the 
greater is blessed of the less. I t is the second sort of blessings 
that is alone here intended; and that is mentioned as an evident 
demonstration of the dignity of Melchisedec, and his pre-eminence 
above Abraham. 

Obs. I V I t is a great mercy and privilege, when God w i l l make 
use of any i n the blessing of others w i t h spiritual mercies .—It is 
God alone who originally and efficiently can do so, who can actually 
and infa l l ib ly collate a blessing on any one. Therefore is he said 
to " bless us w i t h a l l spir itual blessings in heavenly things," Eph. 
i . 3. There is no one blessing but he is the sole author and worker 
of i t . B u t yet, also, he maketh use of others, severally, in various 
degrees of usefulness, for their communication. A n d this he doth, 
both to fill up that order of a l l things i n dependence on himself, 
wherein he w i l l be glorified ; and also to make some partakers in 
his especial grace and favour, by using them i n the collation of good 
things, yea, the best things, on others. For what greater privilege 
can any one be made partaker of, than to be an instrument in the 
hand of God in the communication of his grace and goodness? A n d 
a privilege i t is whose exercise and improvement must be accounted 
for. I speak not, therefore, of them whose benedictions are euctical 
and charitative only, i n their mutua l prayers ; but of such as are i n 
some sense authoritative. Now, a man blesseth by the way of 
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authority, when he doth i t as an especial ordinance, as he is called 
and appointed of God thereunto. Peculiar inst i tut ion gives pecu­
liar authority. So parents bless their children and households, and 
ministers the c h u r c h : — 

1. Parents bless their children in the name of the Lord several 
ways: (1.) By instruction; the discharge whereof was the glory 
and honour of Abraham i n the sight of God himself, Gen. xvi i i . 
17-19. For whereas the knowledge and fear of God are the greatest 
blessing that any one i n this world can be made partaker of, he hath 
ordained that parents shall be instrumental i n the communication 
of them unto their chi ldren; suitably unto that general law of nature 
whereby they are obliged i n a l l things to seek their good. This 
being the end of the instruction which God hath appointed them 
to attend unto, they do therein bless them i n the name of the Lord. 
A n d i f parents did t r u l y consider how they stand i n the stead of 
God i n this matter, how what they do is peculiarly i n his name and 
by his authority, they would, i t may be, be more di l igent and con­
scientious in the discharge of their duty than they are. A n d i f 
children could but understand that parental instruction is an inst i ­
tuted means of God's blessing them w i t h the principal blessing, and 
that whereon a l l others, as unto them, do much depend—where-
unto the f i fth commandment is express,—they would w i t h more 
diligence and reverence apply themselves unto the reception of i t 
than is usual among them. (2.) They do i t by their example. 
The conversation and holy walking of parents is God's ordinance 
whereby he blesseth their children. This is the second way of i n ­
struction, without which the former w i l l be insufficient, yea, insig­
nificant. L e t parents take what pains they please i n the teaching 
and instructing of their families, unless their personal walk be holy° 
and their lives f ru i t fu l , they w i l l do more for their destruction than 
their edification. The least disorder of life persisted in , is of more 
prevalency to turn aside children from the ways of God, from the 
l i k i n g and practice of them, than a mul t i tude of instructions are to 
persuade to their embracement. For, besides that we are al l naturally 
more prone to evil than good, and a far less occasion or means w i l l 
hasten us down a precipice than raise us and bear us up in the dif f i ­
cult course of holy obedience, instances of a life inconsistent wi th 
instructions, or not answering them, beget secret thoughts i n the 
minds of them who are instructed that a l l the pains taken therein 
are hypocritical ; than which apprehension noth ing is more effectual 
to alienate the minds of any from the ways of God. B u t when 
men s teachings of their families are exemplified by the holiness and 
friutfulncss of their own lives, then are they an ordinance of God 
ior the blessing of them. To pray, to read, to catechise, to instruct, 
and then to lead a life of frowardness, passion, worldly-mindedness 
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vain communication, and the l ike , is to pu l l down w i t h one hand 
what we set up w i t h the o ther ; or rather, w i t h both our hands to 
pu l l down our own houses. (3.) By prayer for them. So David 
blessed his household, 2 Sam. vi . 20. For besides the duty of prayer 
absolutely considered, there is i n those prayers, by the appointment 
of God, an especial plea for and application of the promises of the 
covenant unto them which we ourselves have received. So i t is 
expressed i n the prayer of David , 2 Sam. v i i . 29 : " Therefore now 
let i t please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that i t may con­
tinue for ever before thee: for thou, 0 Lord G O D , hast spoken i t : 
and wi th thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for 
ever." A n d I do not understand how those who do not believe i n 
the especial interest of their children in the covenant of grace, can 
bless them i n the name of the Lord i n a due manner. These are 
some few heads of parental benediction; which whether the duty 
thereof be answered i n that oommon custom which some even con­
fine al l parental blessings unto, in an open neglect of a l l the duties 
mentioned, and others of an alike nature, is not hard to determine. 

2. Ministers bless the church. I t is part of their ministerial 
duty, and i t belongs unto their office so to do: (1.) They do i t by 
putting the name of God upon the church. This was the way 
whereby the priests blessed the people of old, N u m . v i . 27. A n d 
this p u t t i n g the name of God upon the church, is by the r ight and 
orderly celebration of a l l the holy ordinances of worship of his ap­
pointment. For the name of God and of Christ is upon them a l l ; 
wherefore, i n the orderly celebration of them the name of God is 
put upon the church, and i t is brought under the promise of the 
meeting and blessing of God; as he hath spoken concerning every 
thing whereon he hath pi aced his name. This is an especial way of 
authoritative blessing, which can no way be discharged but by virtue 
of ministerial office. Only, let ministers take heed that they put 
not the name of a false god upon the church, by the introduction 
of any t h i n g i n religious worship which is not of God's appointment. 
(2.) They bless the church, i n the dispensation and preaching of 
the word unto the conversion and edification of the souls of men. 
So speak the apostles concerning their preaching of the word, Acts 
hi. 26, " U n t o you first, God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent 
him to bless you, i n turn ing away every one of you from his i n i q u i ­
ties." This sending of Christ after his resurrection, was the sending 
of h i m i n the ministry of the apostles and others, by the preaching 
of the gospel. A n d the end hereof is, to bless them unto whom i t 
is preached. A n d i t is known that a l l the principal spiritual bless­
ings of God in this world are communicated unto the souls of men 
by the ministry of the word, and ministerial administration of the 
sacraments, as the only outward causes and means thereof. Here in 
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do ministers bless the people i n the name and author i ty of God. 
(3.) They do i t by the particular ministerial applications of the 
word unto the souls and consciences of men. This authority hath 
Christ given unto them. Saith he, " Whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto t h e m ; and whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained," John xx. 23. I know what use hath been made of 
these words; that is, how they have been abused to give counte­
nance unto the necessity of private confession of a l l sins unto the 
priests, and of their power of absolution or remission thereon. B u t 
yet the real intent ion of the words, and the t r u t h that is i n them, 
must not be waived or overlooked. I t is not, therefore, the mere 
preaching of the word, and therein a doctrinal declaration of whose 
sins are remitted and whose sins are retained, according to the 
gospel, which men are respectively interested i n by their faith or 
unbelief, that is here intended (the commission g iv ing power where-
unto is of a more general nature) : but an especial application of the 
word unto the consciences of men w i t h respect unto their sins is 
included therein. A n d this is done two ways: [1 . ] W i t h respect 
unto the judgment of the church; [2 . ] W i t h respect unto the judg­
ment of God. The first is that b inding or loosing which the Lord 
Christ hath given power for unto the ministers and guides of the 
church, as to the communion thereof, M a t t , x v i i i . 18. For by the 
ministerial application of the word unto the souls and consciences of 
men, are they to be continued in or excluded from the communion 
of the church; which is called the b inding or loosing of them. The 
other respects God himself, and the sense which the conscience of a 
sinner hath of the gu i l t of sin before h i m . I n this case the minis­
ters of the gospel are authorized, i n the name of Christ, to remit 
their sins; that is, so to apply the promises of mercy and grace unto 
their souls and consciences, as that , being received by faith, they 
may have peace w i t h God. So are they authorized to remit or 
retain sins, according to the tenor and terms of the gospel. N o t 
that the remission of sins absolutely doth depend on an act of office, 
but the release of the conscience of a sinner from the sense of gu i l t 
doth sometimes much depend upon i t , r i gh t ly performed ; that is, 
by due application of the promises of the gospel unto such as be­
lieve and repent. (4.) H o w they bless the church by prayer and 
example, may be understood from what hath been spoken concern­
i n g those things w i t h respect unto parents. The author i ty that is 
i n them depends on God's especial inst i tut ion , which exempts them 
from and exalts them above the common order of m u t u a l charitative 
benedictions. (5.) They bless the people declaratively; as a pledge 
whereof i t hath been always of use i n the church, at the close 
of the solemn duties of its assemblies, wherein the name of God is 
put upon i t , to bless the people by express mention of the blessing 

of God, which they pray for upon them. B u t yet, because the same 
thing is done in the administration of a l l other ordinances, and 
this benediction is only euctical, or by the way of prayer, I ' s h a l l 
not plead for the necessity of i t . A n d we may yet infer two things 
from hence :— b 

Obs. V . That those who are thus appointed to bless others in the 
name of God, and thereby exalted unto a pre-eminence above those 
that are blessed by his appointment, ought to be accordingly re­
garded by a l l that are so blessed by t h e m . — I t is well i f Christians 
do r ight ly consider what their duty is unto them who are appointed 
as a means to communicate al l spiritual blessings unto them. A n d , — 

Obs. V I . L e t those who are so appointed take heed lest, by their 
miscarriage, they prove a curse unto them whom they ought to 
bless.—For i f they are negligent in the performance of their duties 
in the things mentioned, much more i f therewithal they p u t the 
name of any false god upon them, they are no otherwise. 

V E R S E 8. 

The eighth verse carrieth on the same argument, by a particular 
application unto the matter i n hand of the things which he had in 
general observed before in Melchisedec; for whereas the apostle had 
before declared, that he was " without father, without mother, w i t h ­
out beginning of days or end of l i f e , " he now shows how all this con­
duced unto his purpose. 

Ver. 8 . — K a l u&i fih dixdrag airodvijaxoiiref anOpwroi \a./j.£dvovgiv, ixt.7 
bi, fAapTvpo'jfjLtvoe Sri Zr\. 

"'Antpavoi. S y r . , by a usual idiotism of that language, " t h e sons of m a n . " 
" Aa-o^«o»TK, " qui m o r i u n t u r , " " who d i e . " V u l g . L a t . , " homines morientes , " 
" dying m e n ; " of w h i c h difference we must speak afterwards. Maprvpoi^og 
»'T' £>> generally, " de quo testatum est, quod v i v a t . " V u l g . L a t . , " i b i autem 
contestatur quia v i v i t ; " w h i c h the R h e m i s t s render, " b u t there he hath witness 
that he l i v e t h : " both obscurely. A r i a s , " testatione dictus quia v i v i t ; " to no ad­
vantage. Mctprvpovpiivos is properly, " i s de quo t e s t a t u r ; " as E r a s m u s , B e z a , 
Castalio, S c h m i d t , render it . T h e A r a b i c concurs with the V u l g a r . T h e S y r i a c , 
by way of paraphrase, " he of whom the S c r i p t u r e witnesseth that he l i v e t h . " 1 

Ver. 8 . — A n d here m e n v e r i l y t h a t d ie receive t i t h e s ; b u t 
t h e r e he o f w h o m i t is wi tnessed t h a t l i e l i v e t h . 

There is in the words a comparison and opposition between the 
Levitical priests and Melchisedec, i n this matter of receiving tithes, 
which i n general was common to them both. A n d we may con-

1 E X P O S I T I O N . — M a p r . on £>), can be nothing else than a concise representation 
ol the idea, M»jts dpxw ipipuv, piyrt £uris t s A o j txau : and is therefore to be ex­
plained thus : — " O f w h o m only his life is recorded, not his d e a t h " (Iileek); or, in 
other words, it is not the individual Melchisedec who has the testimony that lie 
hveth, but it is again the typical figure of h i m , as it appeared to the eye of the 
psalmist [ P s . c x . J in the framework of G e n . x i v . — Ebrard.— E D . 
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sider i n them, 1. The circumstances of the comparison. 2. The 
general agreement of both sorts, which is the ground of the com­
parison. 3. The parts of the antithesis, or opposition, or dissimil i ­
tude between t h e m : — 

1. The circumstances of the comparison are t w o : (1 . ) The manner 
of its introduction, or the earnestness of the assertion, 
in the particle I t is as much as " q u i d e m " or 

" e q u i d e m , " " t r u l y , " " v e r i l y ; " which is omitted in our translation, 
though elsewhere the same particle is so rendered. ' This, more­
over, is the state of the case i n this matter / A n d the insertion of i t 
is proper unto an affirmation upon a concession, as this here is. 
(2.) The determination of the time, or place, or manner of the oppo­

sition, in these adverbs Si&s and ixu, " here" and there." 
rii8i usually refers unto place; and some t h i n k that the 

apostle hath respect unto Jerusalem, the seat of the Levit ical priest­
hood, and the land of Canaan, which alone was t i thable according 
to the l a w ; for the Jews do judge, and that r ight ly , that the law of 
legal t i t h i n g extended not itself beyond the bounds of the land of 
Canaan,—a sufficient evidence that i t was positive and ceremonial. 
I n opposition hereunto, exit, " there," must signify some other place, 
or any place where the priesthood of Melchisedec hath its significa­
t i o n ; that is, i n Christian religion. B u t the t r u t h is, i f <53«, "here , " 
signifies a certain and determinate place, that opposed in sxiT, " there , " 
must be Salem, where Melchisedec dwelt ; which was not only after­
wards t ithable, as w i t h i n the bounds of Canaan, but most probably 
was Jerusalem itself, as we have declared. This conjecture, there­
fore, is too curious; nor do we need to tie up ourselves unto the pre­
cise signification of the word &ht, although that also be sometimes 
used w i t h respect unto t ime as well as place. Wherefore these 
words, " here" and " t h e r e , " do express the several different states 
under consideration. " Here , " is i n the case of the Levit ica l priest­
hood; and " t h e r e " respects the case of Melchisedec, as stated, 
Gen. xiv. 

2. The foundation of the comparison, that wherein both agreed, 
is in this, that they received tithes. I t is expressed of the one sort 
only, namely, the Levit ical priests,—they received t i thes ; but i t is 
understood of the other also, whereon the word is repeated and i n ­

serted in our translation, " B u t there hereceiveth them." 
liil**™' Xxf*~ Atx-urag \a/x.£dvou<fi, " They do receive t i thes," in the pre­

sent tense. B u t i t may be said, there was none that 
then did so, or at least "de j u r e " could do so, seeing the law of t i t h i n g 
was abolished. Wherefore an enallage may bo allowed here of the 
present t ime for that which was past; " they do," that is, " t h e y did 
so" whilst the law was in force. B u t neither is this necessary; for, 
as I have before observed, the apostle admits, or takes i t for granted, 
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that the Mosaical system of worship was yet continued, and argueth 
on that concession unto the necessity of its approaching abolition. 
A n d yet we need not here the use of this supposition; for the words 
determine neither t ime nor place, but the state of religion under 
the law. According unto the law are tithes to be paid unto, and 
received by such persons. This, therefore, is agreed, that both the 
Levitical priests and Melchisedec received tithes. 

3. The opposition and difference lies i n the qualification and pro­
perties of them by whom they are received. For, (1 . ) Those on the 
one side, that is, of the Levitical priesthood, were dirod-

vfoxovrts clvdpuToi, "homines qui mor iuntur , " or "homines fAn^""'r'i 

morientes , "—"men that die," " d y i n g men ;" that is, men ^ P ^ " ' 
subject unto death, mortal men, who lived and died in the discharge 
of their office, according unto the common laws of mortal ity. A n d 
the observation of Schlichtingius on these words is, as far as I can 
understand, useless unto his own design, much more to the apostle's: 
" Notandum vero quod non mortalibus hominibus, sed morientibus 
tantum Melchisedecum auctor opponat, nec immortalem eum esse, 
sed vivere d i c i t ; v i ta autem non mortal i tat i sed m o r t i proprie oppo-
mtur . " Something is aimed at i n way of security unto another 
opinion, namely, that a l l men were created in a state of mortal ity, 
without respect unto sin. B u t nothing is gotten by this subtilty! 
For by dying men the apostle intends not men that were actually 
dying, as i t were at the point of death; for i n that condition the 
priests could neither execute their office nor receive tithes of the 
people. Only he describes such persons as i n the whole course of 
their ministry were liable unto death from the common condition 
of mortal ity , and i n their several seasons died accordingly. Where­
fore " dying men," or men subject to death, and " mortal men," are 
in this case the same. A n d although life as to the principle of i t be 
opposed unto death, yet as unto a continual duration, the th ing here 
intended by the apostle, i t is opposed unto mortal i ty , or an ob-
noxiousness unto death. For a representation is designed of h i m 
who was made a priest, " not after the law of a carnal command­
ment, but after the power of an endless l i fe . " Wherefore, saith tho 
apostle, ' those who received tithes after the law were al l of them 
mortal men, that had both beginning of days and end of life. ' So 
the death of Aaron, the first of them, and i n h i m of al l his suc­
cessors, is recorded i n the Scripture. 

(2.) I n opposition unto this state of the Levitical priests, i t is affirmed 
that IxtT, i n the case of Melchisedec, paprvpovpivos on Zy, 

— " i t is witnessed that he l i ve th . " H o w " h e l iveth , " 
and how i t is " witnessed unto that he l i v e t h , " we must 
inquire. For i t is apparently Melchisedec of whom in the first 
place, as the type, these things are spoken; and yet we know that 

on 
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really and in his own person he was dead long before. B u t there 
are several things on the account whereof i t is said that " i t is wi t ­
nessed that he l ivetb . " For, [ 1 . ] Whatever the Scripture is silent 
in as to Melchisedec, which i t usually relates of others in the like 
state, our apostle takes for a contrary testimony unto h i m . For he 
lays down this general principle, that what the Scripture conceals of 
Melchisedec, i t doth i t to instruct us in the mystery of his person 
and ministry, as types of Christ and his. Hence the silence of the 
Scripture, in what i t useth to express, must in this case be inter­
preted as a testimony unto the contrary. So i t witnesseth of h im 
that he was without father, without mother, wi thout descent," in 
that i t mentioneth none of them. A n d whereas he hath " neither 
beginning of days nor end of l i f e " recorded in the Scripture, i t is 
thereby " witnessed that , " not absolutely, but as to his typical con­
sideration, " he l i ve th . " For there are no bounds nor periods fixed 
unto his priesthood, nor did i t expire by the br inging i n that of 
Lev i , as that did by the introduction of Christ's. [ 2 . ] H e did actu­
ally continue his office unto the end of that dispensation of God and 
his worship wherein he was employed: and this witnesseth the per­
petuity of his l i fe, i n opposition unto the Levit ical priests; for these 
two states are compared by the apostle, that of Melchisedec and that 
of Levi . There was a t ime l imi ted unto this priesthood in the house 
of A a r o n ; and dur ing that t ime one priest died and another suc­
ceeded i n several generations, unt i l they were greatly mul t ip l i ed , as 
the apostle observeth, verse 2 3 . B u t dur ing the whole dispensation 
of things wi th respect unto Melchisedec, he continued i n his own 
person to execute his office, from first to last, wi thout being subject 
unto death; wherein " i t is witnessed that he l i ve th . " [ 3 . ] H e is 
said to " l ive , " that is, always to do so, because his office continueth 
for ever, and yet no mere mortal man succeeded h i m therein. [ 4 . ] 
I n this whole matter he is considered not absolutely and personally, 
but typically, and as a representation of somewhat else; and what 
is represented in the type, but is really, subjectively, and properly 
found only in the antitype, may be affirmed of the type as such. 
So i t is i n a l l sacramental inst itutions; as the paschal lamb was called 
expressly " t h e L O R D ' S passover," Exod. x i i . I I , when i t was only a 
pledge and token thereof; as, under the new testament, the bread 
and wine in the sacred supper are called " t h e body and blood of 
Christ , " which they do represent. Thus i t is true really and abso­
lute ly of the L o r d Jesus Christ, that he l ive th for ever, that he is a 
priest for ever; which the apostle much insisteth on and urgeth unto 
his purpose afterwards. This eternity, or ever-living of Jesus Christ, 
was represented i n Melchisedec, in that i t is not said anywhere in the 
Scripture that he died: " i t is witnessed," therefore, " that he l i ve th , " 
because he whom he represents doth really do so, and his own death 

is not mentioned, on purpose that he might so represent h im. A n d 
the apostle's argument unto the d ignity and pre-eminence of M e l ­
chisedec above the Levit ical priests in this instance is of an unques­
tionable evidence: for consider Melchisedec, not i n his natural being 
and existence, which belongs not unto this mystery, but in his Scrip­
ture being and existence, and he is immortal , always l i v i n g ; wherein 
he is more excellent than those who were always obnoxious unto 
death i n the exercise of their office. A n d from the branches of this 
comparison we may take two observations:— 

Obs. I . I n the outward administration of his worship, God is 
pleased to make use of poor, frai l , mortal , dying men.—So he did 
of old, and so he continues st i l l to do. " Your fathers, where are 
they? and the prophets, do'they live for ever ?" Zech. i . 5. The pro­
phets of old, the most eminent administrators under the old testa­
ment, they were a l l mortal , dy ing men ; and whilst they lived i n 
this world they were subject unto l ike passions wi th other men, 
James v. 1 7 . A n d the same account the apostle giveth us of the 
principal administrators of the new testament, 2 Cor. iv. 8 - 1 2 , v i . 8 - 1 0 . 
And we know i t is so w i t h al l those into whose hands the same 
work is transmitted. Yea, ofttimes, as to the infirmities of body 
and outward condition, their weakness and frai lty are signalized 
above others. N o r doth any advantage accrue to the gospel by the 
secular exaltation of such as pretend unto the same employment ; 
wherein, wi thout other qualifications, they do l i t t l e resemble the 
ministry of Christ himself. Such, I say, doth God please to make 
use o f ; persons obnoxious unto al l infirmities and temptations wi th 
all other believers, and equally w i t h them fal l ing under the stroke 
of mortal ity. H e could have accomplished his whole design imme­
diately by his grace and Spir i t , wi thout the inst i tut ion of any 
administrators ; he could have employed his holy angels in the de­
claration and dispensation of the gospel; or he could have raised up 
men so signalized w i t h wisdom, and a l l endowments of mind and 
body, as should have eminently distinguished them from the whole 
race of mankind besides: but waiving these, and al l other ways pos­
sible and easy unto his infinite wisdom and power, he hath chosen 
to make use, i n this great occasion, of poor, in f i rm, frail , tempted, 
sinning, dy ing men. A n d sundry reasons of this his holy counsel 
are expressed in the Scripture :— 

1. H e doth i t to make i t evident that i t is his own power, and 
nothing else, which gives efficacy and success unto a l l gospel ad­
ministrations : 2 Cor. iv. 7, " We have this treasure i n earthen ves­
sels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." 
There is an "excellency of power" accompanying the dispensation of 
the word. M i g h t y spiritual effects are produced by i t , such as 
wherein the glory of God doth consist, and whereon the eternal 
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welfare of the souls of men doth depend. This glory, i n subduing 
the adverse power of sin, Satan, and the w o r l d ; i n the quickening, 
sanctifying, saving the souls of the elect; God w i l l be seen and owned 
in,—he w i l l not give i t unto another. Whereas, therefore, those by 
whom these treasures are communicated unto others, are f ra i l , per­
ishing, "earthen vessels,"—or those by whom the gospel is dispensed 
are poor, frai l , weak men, seen and known so to be,—there is no 
veil by their ministry cast over the glory of God. There is not a 
soul convinced, converted, or comforted by their word, b u t they may 
t r u l y say of i t as the apostles d id of the miracle which they wrought, 
Acts l i i . 12, ' " W h y look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own 
power and holiness we had made this man to wa lk , " this b l ind man 
to see, this dead man to live 1 B y the consideration of our mean­
ness a l l may discern that the excellency of this power is of God, and 
not of us.' Yea, for this very end our apostle refused to make use 
of such a persuasiveness of words and exercise of wisdom as might 
give any appearance or countenance unto such an apprehension as 
though by them this effect were produced : 1 Cor. i i . 4, 5, " My 
speech and m y preaching was not w i t h enticing words of man's wis­
dom, but i n demonstration of the Sp ir i t and of power : that your 
fa i th should not stand i n the wisdom of man, but i n the power of 
God." A n d herein ought he to be an example unto us all . B u t i t 
is come to that w i t h many, that being destitute utter ly of what he 
had,—namely, an abi l i ty to dispense the word i n the " demonstra­
t ion of the Spir i t and of power,"—they do whol ly betake themselves 
unto what he refused, or the " enticing words of man's wisdom," 
according to their abi l i ty . B u t what the Jews spoke blasphemously 
of Christ, upon his opening the eyes of h i m who was born blind, 
may i n a sense be t r u l y spoken of any of us upon the opening of the 
eyes of them that were spir itual ly b l ind , " Give God the praise ; we 
know that this man is a sinner," John ix . 24. 

2. God hath so ordered things, i n wisdom and grace, that the ad­
ministrators of holy things unto others might have experience in 
themselves of their state and condition, so as to be moved with com­
passion towards them, care about them, and zeal for them. W i t h ­
out these graces, and their constant exercise, men w i l l be but very 
useless instruments i n this work. A n d they w i l l not grow any­
where but in men's own experience. F o r how shall he be tender, 
compassionate, careful towards the souls of others, who knows no 
reason why he should be so towards his own ? The high priest of 
old was such an one as " could have compassion on the ignorant, and 
on them that were out of the way; for that he himself also was com­
passed w i t h i n f i r m i t y , " Heb. v. 2. A n d therein was he a type of 
Christ, who " was i n a l l points tempted l ike as we are," that he 
might be ready " to succour them that are tempted." This gave 
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h im the experience of compassion in the exercise of i t . Wherefore 
when a minister of the gospel knows his own weakness, infirmities,' 
and temptations, his need of mercy and grace, the way of his ob­
taining supplies of them, the danger of the snares which he is ex­
posed unto, the value of his own soul, the preciousness of the blood 
of Christ, and excellency of the eternal reward, he cannot, consider­
ing the charge committed unto h i m , and the duty required of h im 
but be moved w i t h p i ty , compassion, tenderness, love, and zeal to­
wards those unto whom he doth administer; especially considering 
how greatly their eternal welfare depends on his abi l i ty dilicrence° 
and faithfulness i n the discharge of his duty. A n d this proves on 
sundry accounts, greatly to the advantage of the poor tempted dis­
ciples of Christ ; for i t makes a representation unto them of his own 
compassion and love, as the great shepherd of the sheep, Isa. x l . 1 1 ; 
and causeth a needful supply of spiritual provision to bo always in 
readiness for them, and that to bo administered unto them wi th ex­
perience of its efficacy and success. 

3. That the power of gospel grace and t r u t h may be exemplified 
unto the eyes of them unto whom they are dispensed, in the per­
sons of them by whom they are administered, according unto God's 
appointment. I t is known unto a l l who know aught in this matter, 
what temptations and objections w i l l arise i n the minds of poor sin­
ners against their obtaining any interest i n the grace and mercy that 
is dispensed i n the gospel. Some, they judge, may be made par­
takers of t h e m ; but for them, and such as they are, there seems to 
be no relief provided. B u t is i t no encouragement unto them, to 
see that, by God's appointment, the tenders of his grace and mercy 
are made unto their souls by men subject unto l ike passions with 
themselves ; and who, i f they had not freely obtained grace, would 
have been as vile and unworthy as themselves? For as the Lord 
called the apostle Paul to the ministry, who had been " a blas­
phemer, and a persecutor, and injurious," that he might " i n h im 
show forth a l l long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on h i m to life everlasting,"—that is, for the en­
couragement even of such high cr iminal offenders to believe, 1 T i m . 
i . 13, 16 ; so i n more ordinary cases, the mercy and grace which the 
ministers of the gospel d id equally stand i n need of w i th those unto 
whom they dispense i t , and who have received i t , is for a pattern, ex­
ample, and encouragement of them to believe after their example. 

4. I n particular, God maketh use of persons that die in this 
matter, that their testimony unto the t r u t h of gospel grace and 
mercy may be complete and unquestionable. Death is the great 
touchstone and t r i a l of a l l t i l ings of this nature, as to their efficacy 
and sincerity. Many things w i l l y ie ld relief in life, and various re­
freshments, which upon the approach of death vanish into nothing. 
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So i t is w i t h a l l the comforts of this world , and w i t h a l l things that 
have not an eternal t r u t h and substance i n them. H a d not those, 
therefore, who dispense sacred things, been designed themselves to 
come unto this touchstone of their own fa i th , profession, and preach­
ing , those who must die, and know always that they must do so, 
would have been unsatisfied what m i g h t have been the condition 
w i t h them, had they been brought unto i t ; and so have ground to 
fear i n themselves what w i l l become of that fa i th wherein they have 
been instructed, in the warfare of death, when i t shall approach. To 
obviate this fear and objection, God hath ordained that a l l those 
who administer the gospel shall a l l of them bring their own faith 
unto that last t r i a l ; tha t so, g iv ing a testimony unto the sincerity 
and efficacy of the things which they have preached, i n that they 
commit the eternal salvation of their souls unto them (and higher 
testimony none can give), they may be encouragements unto others 
to follow their example, to imitate their fa i th , and pursue their course 
unto the end. A n d for this cause also doth God ofttimes call them 
forth unto peculiar trials, exercises, afflictions, and death itself in 
martyrdom, that they may be an example and encouragement unto 
the whole church. 

I cannot but observe, for a close of this discourse, that as the un­
avoidable inf irmit ies of the ministers of the gospel, managed and 
passed through i n a course of fa i th , holiness, and sincere obedience, 
are on many accounts of singular use and advantage unto the edifi­
cation and consolation of the church; so the evil examplss of any of 
them, i n life and death, w i t h the want of those graces which should 
be excited unto exercise by their inf irmities , are pernicious there­
unto. 

Obs. I I . The life of the church depends on the everlasting life 
of Jesus C h r i s t . — I t is said of Melchisedec, as he was a type of him, 
" I t is witnessed that he l i v e t h . " Christ doth so, and that for ever; 
and hereon, under the failings, inf irmities , and death of a l l other 
administrators, depend the preservation, life, continuance, and sal­
vation of the church. B u t this must be spoken to peculiarly on 
verse 25, whither i t is remitted . 

V E R S E S 9, 10. 

I t may be objected unto the whole precedent argument of the 
apostle, ' T h a t although Abraham himself paid tithes unto Melchisedec, 
yet i t followeth not that Melchisedec was superior unto the Levitical 
priests, concerning whom alone the question was between h i m and 
the Jews. For although Abraham might be a priest i n some sense 
also, by virtue of common right , as were a l l the patriarchs, yet was 
he not so by v i r tue of any especial office, inst i tuted of God to abide 
i n the church. B u t when God afterwards, by peculiar law and ordi­

nance, erected an order and office of priesthood i n the family of 
Levi , i t m i g h t be superior unto, or exalted above that of Melchisedec 
although Abraham paid tithes unto h i m . ' This objection, therefore' 
the apostle obviates i n these verses; and therewithal^ giving his former 
argument a further improvement, he makes a transition, according 
unto his usual custom (as i t hath been often observed that i t is his 
method to do), unto his especial design, in proving the excellency of 
the priesthood of Christ above that of the law, which is the main 
scope of this whole discourse. 

Ver. 9, 10.— Kal, ug ivcg uttih, did 'AGpadfi xai Aiui o Sixdrag Xa/i-
ftamv difcxdrurar "tr, yap h rr, isyti rou vecrpbg fr, ST, fuv^f,, airQ 
6 MiX-^mtbix. ' 

'il; in; inth, « ut verbum dicere , " " as to speak a w o r d . " V u l g L a t " ut 
ita dictum s i t , " " be it so s a i d . " S y r . , " as any one may s a y . " A r a b , « and it is 
said that this d i s c o u r s e " (or " r e a s o n " ) " m a y be some way ended " " U t ita 
loquar » " as I may so s p e a k . " I n the rest of the words there is neither diffi­
culty nor difference among translators . 

Ver. 9, 1 0 . — A n d , as I may so say, L e v i also, who r c -
ceiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was 
yet i n the loins of his father when Melchisedec met 
h i m . 

There are three things observable i n these words: 1. The manner 
of the introduction of tho apostle's new assertion. 2. The assertion 
itself, which hath the force of a new argument unto his purpose, 
verse 9. A n d , 3. The proof of his assertion, i n verse 10. 

1. The manner of the introduction of his assertion is in these 
words, " As I may so say." This qualification of the 
assertion makes an abatement of i t , one way or other. 
Now this is not as to the t r u t h of the proposition, but as to the 
propriety of the expression. The words are as i f that which is 
expressed were actually so, namely, that L e v i himself paid tithes 
whereas i t was so only virtually. The t h i n g itself intended was' 
w i th respect unto the apostle's purpose, as i f i t had been so i n ­
deed; though, Lev i not being then actually existent, he could not 
he t ithed in his own person. Nor is the apostle dubious of the t ru th 
of the consequent which he urgeth from this observation, as i f he 
had said " prope d i x e r i m ; " which is supposed as one signification of 
this phrase. Only, the instance being new, and he arguing from 
what was v i r tua l only as i f i t had been actual, he gave his assertion 
this qualification. This is spoken upon an allowance of thexommon 
acceptation of the sense of these words among interpreters. For my 
part, I rather incline to judge that he useth this phrase for as much 
as " ut verbo d i cam,"—' To sum up the whole i n a word, to put an 
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issue unto this dispute between the Levit ical priesthood and that of 
Melchisedec, I say, that not only Abraham, but even L e v i himself 
was t i thed by h im. ' 

2. H i s assertion is, tha t " Lev i , who received tithes, was t ithed in 
, Abraham," namely, when Abraham gave the tithes of 

a l l to Melchisedec. B y " L e v i " he intendeth not the 
person of Lev i absolutely, the t h i r d son of Jacob, but his posterity, 
or the whole tribe proceeding from h im, so far as they were i n ­
terested i n the priesthood; for L e v i himself never received tithes of 
any, the priesthood being erected i n his family long after his death, 
i n the person of his great-grandchild, Aaron. So, then, Lev i who re­
ceived tithes is the same w i t h the sons of L e v i who received the 
priesthood, verse 5 , namely, in their several generations unto that 
day. 

O f this Lev i i t is affirmed that didixdrurai Bid 'ACpadp, "he was 
^ _ t i t h e d " or " p a i d tithes in Abraham, " or through him 

hh'Atpi™ a n d b y h i m > a s t n e w o r d i s - W h e n Abraham himself 
gave tithes to Melchisedec, he d id i t not in his own name 

only, but i n the name of himself and his whole posterity. A n d this, 
upon the principles before la id down and vindicated, proves the pre­
eminence of the priesthood of Melchisedec above that of the house 
and family of Lev i . A l l the difficulty of the argument lies i n the 
proof of the assertion, namely, that Lev i d id indeed so pay tithes in 
Abraham. This the apostle therefore proves by the observation 
which he lays down, verse 10, " For he was yet i n the loins of his 
father when Melchisedec met h i m . " 

3. The force of this proof seems to depend on a double principle: 
(1.) That children, the whole posterity of any one, are 

r/nrfl^" l n m s J o i n s b e f o r e they are born. A n d this principle is 
6ure i n the l ight of nature and common reason; they are 

in them as the effect i n its cause, nor have they any future existence 
but w i t h relation unto their progenitors, even the remotest of them. 
(2.) That what any one doth, that a l l his posterity are esteemed to 
do i n and by h i m . B u t i t is certain that this rule w i l l not generally-
hold, nor indeed w i l l i t ever do so absolutely, wi thout some other 
cogent circumstances. B y human laws, the crimes of men reflect 
dishonour in some cases on their families; and on the other side, 
they entai l the honour which by their worth they have acquired on 
their posterities. W h a t a man also gives away of his estate unto 
public uses, as i n the foundation of schools or hospitals, his children 
may be said to do i t i n h i m , because so much is decreased from 
their inheritance;—as here, what Abraham gave to Melchisedec, i t 
was alienated from his posterity, Lev i among the rest. B u t none of 
these things reach the case i n hand, or are sufficient to give force or 
evidence unto the reasoning of the apostle. Wherefore, to find them 

out, sundry things must be observed which are manifest truths i n 
themselves, and on the supposition whereof the apostle's argument 
stands firm:— 

(1.) That Abraham was now called of God, and separated unto 
his service, so as to be the foundation of a new church i n the 
world. A n d there is a relation unto such an original stock i n a l l 
the branches, beyond what they have unto any other intermediate 
progenitors. Hence a l l the idolatrous nations' i n the world con­
stantly made the first persons from whom they derived their original, 
or whose offspring they would be accounted, their gods whom they 
worshipped. These were their " Joves indigites," their home-born 
deities, whom they honoured, and whose honours they thought 
descended unto them by inheritance. 

(2.) H e had now received the promise that God would be a God 
unto h i m and his seed after him,—whereby a l l his posterity were 
taken into covenant wi th h i m ; and hereon Abraham covenanted 
with God i n the name of, and as the great representative of a l l his 
seed. A n d such covenants are the foundation of a l l order and 
rule i n this wor ld . For after persons, or a people, have covenanted 
into such agreements i n government, and as to the administration 
of common r ight among themselves,—provided the terms whereon 
they have agreed be good and suitable unto the l ight of nature ,— 
their posterity are not at l iberty to alter and change them at their 
pleasure; for whereas they derive a l l their rights and inheritances 
from their progenitors, they are suoDosed i n them to have consented 
unto a l l that was done by them. 

(3.) Hereon what God said and did unto Abraham, he said i t 
and d id i t unto all his seed in him. The promises were theirs, and 
the inheritance was the i r s ; yea, what God is said to give unto 
Abraham so often, namely, the whole land of Canaan, was never 
actually made good unto h i m i n his own person, no, not a foot's 
breadth: but he received the grant of i t as the representative of his 
posterity, who, four hundred years after, had the actual possession 
of i t 

(4.) W h a t Abraham d id solemnly i n obedience unto God, by 
virtue of the covenant, as a public condition thereof, he d id under­
take i n i t for his posterity, and performed i t i n their name; and 
therefore God enjoined h i m to br ing a l l his posterity under the 
token of that engagement, i n circumcision, so soon as they were 
capable thereof. A n d on the other hand, God continually affirms 
that he would do them good, because of his oath and engagement 
unto Abraham, seeing they were intended therein. Wherefore,— 

(5 . ) Abraham, i n this solemn address unto God by Melchisedec, 
the type of Christ, wherein he expressed his covenant-obedience 
unto h im, was the representative of all his posterity, and in part i* 
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cular of Levi and a l l the priests that descended from h i m . A n d 
having now received the whole land, by virtue of a covenant, i n the 
behalf of his posterity, that i t should be theirs, though he himself 
had never possession of i t , nor in i t , he doth i n the name of his 
posterity, and as their representative, give the tenths unto God by 
Melchisedec, as that chief rent which God for ever reserved unto 
himself, upon his grant. W h e n the people came actually to possess 
the land, they held i t always on this condition, that the tenths of 
a l l should be given unto God. A n d this Abraham, i n his taking 
seisin of i t for them, paid i n their name. So t r u l y and virtual ly 
was L e v i himself t ithed in the loins of Abraham, when Melchisedec 
met h im. Wherefore i t was not merely Lev i being i n the loins of 
Abraham w i t h respect unto natural generation, whence he is said to 
be t i thed in h i m , but his being in h i m w i t h respect unto the cove­
nant which Abraham entered into wi th God i n the name of his 
whole posterity. 

This reasoning of the apostle's, I confess, at first view seemeth 
intricate, and more remote from cogency than any elsewhere used by 
h i m . A n d therefore by some profane persons hath i t been cavilled 
at. B u t a l l things of that nature arise merely from want of a due 
reverence unto the word of God. W h e n we come unto i t with 
those satisfactions in our minds, that there is t r u t h and divine wis­
dom in every expression of i t , that al l its reasonings are cogent and 
effectual, though we understand them not, we shall not fai l , upon a 
humble inquiry, to attain what we may safely embrace, or see what 
we ought to admire. A n d so this place, which at first sight seems 
to present us w i t h a reasoning on a very uncertain foundation, 
being duly inquired into , we find i t resolved into the firm principles 
of reason and religion. 

A n d the foregoing observation w i l l expedite two difficult ques­
tions which expositors raise unto themselves on this verse. The 
first whereof is, Whether Christ himself may not, as well as Levi, 
be said to pay tithes i n Abraham, as being i n his loins ? which 
would utter ly frustrate the design of the apostle. The second is, 
H o w or i n what sense one may be said to do any t h i n g i n another, 
which may be reckoned or imputed unto him? 

For the first of these, A u s t i n and others have well laboured in 
the solution of i t . The sum of what they say is, that the Lord 
Christ was not i n Abraham as L e v i was, not in his nature as i t was 
corrupted ; nor did he educe or derive his nature from h i m by car­
nal generation, or the common way of the propagation of mankind. 
A n d these things do constitute a sufficient difference and distance 
between them in this matter. B u t yet w i t h these considerations, 
and on the supposition of them, there is another which contains the 
true and proper reason of this difference. A n d that is, that the 
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Lord Chr is twas never i n Abraham as a federate, as one taken into 
covenant w i t h h .m, and so represented by h im, as Lev i was. A b r a ­
ham was taken into covenant w i t h Christ, as the head, sponsor, 

e t v " f i u ° r , ° f u t h e n < 3 W C ° V e n a n t ; W i t h r e s P e c t ^ r e u n t o he says of hrmself and the elect, " Behold I and the children which 
the L O R D hath given me." Hereon he was the representative of 
Abraham and a l l that believe, and what he did is imputed unto 
them. B u t he was never taken into covenant wi th Abraham, nor 
was capable of so being, seeing unto h i m i t was a covenant of par­
don and justif ication by faith, which H e was no way concerned i n 
hut as the procurer of them for others. Wherefore what Abraham 
did cannot be imputed unto h i m , so as he should be esteemed to 
have done them i n him. 

A n d this makes way for the solution of the general question 
How one m a y b e said to do any t h i n g in another which shall be 
reckoned unto h i m as his own act? A n d this may be by virtue of 
a covenant, and no otherwise. Hence divines do usually illustrate 
the imputation of the sin of A d a m unto his posterity by this 
example of L e v i ; though I have not met w i t h any who t ru ly under­
stand the ground of the comparison, which is Abraham acting as a 
covenanter i n the name of his posterity. B u t whereas this is opposed 
with some vehemency by Schlichtingius i n his comment on this 
place, 1 shall transcribe his words, and consider his discourse • 

iiaec sententia non ad omnes actiones transferenda est; sed ad eas 
tantum, quaa propn6 versantur vel i n auctione vel in dirninutione 
rerum qua? a parentibus i n liberos devolvi et ha3reditario iure trans-
fern solent, quahs actio est decimarum solutio. Persolvuntur enim 
de boms et facultatibus, quas hactenus cum sunt liberorurn, quatenus 
jus hsereditatis ad eos spectat, prasert im si certum sit, fore liberos 
qui in bona succedant, quemadmodum Abrahamo contigit, cui certa 
luit a Deo promissa posteritas. Quemadmodum enim hteredes per­
sonam patns post mortem ratione possessionis bonorum veluti re-
prasentant, i ta antequam haaredes a patre separentur et de bonis 
paternis statuendi arb i t r ium habeant, pater omnium liberorurn 
suorum personam quadam ratione refert, et quicquid de i l l is statu-
ent aut fecerit i d hajredes quodammodo fecisse censentur. Dico 
quodammodo, quia proprio id dici non potest; nec auctor hie 1) id' 
proprie factum esse asserit, sed improprietatem verbis suis subesse 
ipsemet profitetur, u t antea vidimus. E x dictis autem facile in te l -
hgitur, j d quod nos una cum auctore D. statuimus, ad eos tantum 
successores seu posteros esse extendendum ad quos vel certo u t 
Abrahami postens contigit, vel saltern verisimiliter perventura sit 
lisereditas parentis, et notabilis aliqua bonorum ab eo profectorum 
port.o. A h o q m n vis i l i a haereditatis de qua diximus, expirabit nec 
postens t n b u i poterit id quod majorum aliquis circa bona' sua 
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fecerit. Quibus ita explicatis, facile j a m apparet fa l l i eos qui ex 
hoc loco colligunt omnem A d a m i posteritatem i n ipso Adamo pa-
rente suo peccasse, et mortis supplicium vere fuisse commeritum. 
N a m vel de eo nunc quidquam dicam ipsum auctorem improprie-
tatem i n hac loquendi forma agnoscere, nequaquam id extendendum 
est ad parentum majorumve peccata ac merita. Eten im peccata 
ac merita qua talia mere sunt personalia, seu personam ejus qui 
peccat non egrediuutur, nec eatenus parentes posteritatem suam re-
praesentant; licet fieri queat u t ex eorum delicto damnum aliquod 
nec exiguum ad liberos redundet, quemadmodum quidem i n Adami 
delicto cont ig i t ; ipsum tamen peccatum ac mer i tum A d a m i revera 
non communicatur cum ejus posteritate, ac proinde posteri Adami 
ob parentis sui noxam revera non puniuntur , nisi et ipsi parentem 
fuerint i m i t a t i . " 

I have transcribed these words at large, because their design is to 
defeat that article of our faith concerning the imputat ion of the sin 
of A d a m unto a l l his posterity; which there is no doubt but they 
w i l l make use of who are gone over among ourselves unto the 
negative of i t : and that i t m i g h t appear whose heifer they plough 
wi tha l who deny the imputat ion of the righteousness of Christ unto 
justification, because " those things that are personal and inherent 
i n one cannot be communicated unto another." I say, therefore,— 

1. That this assertion, " O n e being accounted unto another in 
what he doth, holds only i n those things which belong unto the i n ­
crease or d iminut ion of an inheritance which descends from parents 
unto children, and not otherwise," is " gratis d i c tum, " without pre­
tence or confirmation. Even i n things moral, God threatens to 
" visit the iniquities of the fathers on the children." So the Is ­
raelites wandered penally i n the wilderness forty years, and bare the 
in iqu i ty of their parents. The infants that perished i n the flood, 
and at the conflagration of Sodom, died penally under the judgment 
that came for the sin of their parents. Wherefore the general foun­
dation of his whole discourse is unproved and false, and the appli ­
cation of i t unto the present case, as we shall see, weak and imper­
tinent. F o r , — 

2. This renders the argument of the apostle as weak and imper­
t inent as any t h i n g can be imagined. For i t allows L e v i to be no 
otherwise t ithed i n Abraham, but as part of the goods which Abra­
ham gave i n t i the to Melchisedec would have descended unto h i m ; 
for he was but one of the twelve sons of Jacob, the grandchild of 
Abraham, whose share i n those tithes cannot be computed to be 
worth mentioning, much less to bear the weight of an argument in 
so great a cause. Besides, i t is not the person of Levi, but his pos­
ter i ty i n the family of Aaron, that is intended ; and such movables 
as were t i thed by Abraham do seldom descend through so many 
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generations. I t is therefore ridiculous to impose such a k i n d of 
argumentation on the holy apostle. 

3. Yea, this interpretation is directly contrary unto what the 
apostle designed to confirm by the instance he gives. For that 
which he aimed at, was to prove Lev i inferior to Melchisedec, by his 
paying of tithes i n the loins of Abraham: but i f he d id this no other­
wise but that some goods that should have descended unto h im 
were given unto Melchisedec, i t argues h i m rather superior unto 

•lam; for absolutely he that gives is superior to h i m tint receives 
as i t is in general a more blessed th ing to give than to receive. 

4. That which he proceeds upon is a general rule of his own 
framing, which is no way applicable unto this particular case as i t is 
a particular case. I t is this, " T h a t , as children succeed into the room 
of their parents as to their goods, and after a sort represent them-
so parents, before their children come to inherit , do represent their 
children, so as that they may be said i n some sense to do what is 
done by their parents." B u t this is a rule made without any colour 
of reason. For, (1.) I would know when this representation and 
concernment should expire, or whether i t holds unto al l generations 
I f i t hold for ever, then may we a l l be said in some sort to do what 
Adam did w i t h his goods and lands before he died, and so of al l 
our i n t e r n m e n t progenitors. I f i t do expire, and this relation 
abideth only for a season, I desire to know the bounds of that season 
Aaron was the first of the house of Lev i who is intended i n these 
words, and he was the seventh generation from A b r a h a m ; in which 
time i t is probable, i f ever, this r ight of inheritance would expire 
(2.) I t is not true i n any sense, in the very next parents in most 
cases. For suppose a parent be wicked and flagitious, and shall 
waste his substance and goods in riotous l iv ing , in what sense shall 
his son, suppose h i m a person fearing God, be said so to have disposed 
of his goods in him? (3.) The t r u t h is, unless i t be by a subsequent 
approbation of what our progenitors have done, or by virtue of a 
covenant whereby they and their posterity were obliged (which is 
the case in hand), children can in no sense be said to do what their 
progenitors have done i n the disposal of their goods and inheritances. 
JN either, indeed, w i l l a subsequent approbation give any tolerable 
sense unto this assertion, unless there be a power of an effectual 
dissent i n the children also. I f a man give a part of his estate to 
found an hospital, and leave the care of i t unto his posterity wi th 
th.s proviso, that i f any of them saw just cause for i t , they should 
resume the estate into their own possession; i n case they do not so 
they may i n some sense be said to do what indeed their father did ' 
But i f this be not i n their power, though they approve of what he 
did they cannot be said to have done i t . B u t in covenants the case 
is plain. Men may enter into a mutual covenant for the erection 
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of a government among them, which proving a foundation of al l 
their c iv i l rights for the future, their posterity may be said to have 
made that covenant, and to be obliged thereby, as i t was i n this 
case. 

5. Neither w i l l i t advantage his pretence, w i t h a seeming acknow­
ledgment of some impropriety i n the assertion, i n these words, ut 
i*og tmeTv, " as I may so say." For although i t should be granted 
that he intends some impropriety i n the expression, yet there must 
be t r u t h i n his assertion, which this interpretation w i l l not al low; 
for i f i t be true only i n the sense he contends for, i t is true i n none 
at a l l , for that is not any. B u t the meaning of these words is, " u t 
verbo d i c a m , " — ' That I may give you a summary of the whole, that 
which m y argument riseth up unto. ' 

6. H a v i n g given us this crooked rule, he adds a l imi ta t i on unto 
i t , whereby he hopes to reduce the whole to his purpose. For saith 
he, " This rule is not to be extended unto the merits or sins of 
parents and ancestors, though some loss may accrue unto the children 
thereby ; "—for thence he infers, that though we may suffer some 
loss by the sin of Adam, yet his sin is not imputed unto us. But , 
(1.) H o w far the children of flagitious parents may not only suffer 
loss, but undergo temporal punishmeut also, for the sins of their 
parents, was showed before in the instances of those who perished in 
their infancy, both by the flood and i n the conflagration of Sodom. 
(2.) The case between any other parent and his posterity is not the 
same as i t was between A d a m and us a l l ; so that these things are 
sophistically j u m b l e d together. There • is, indeed, an analogy be­
tween A d a m and his posterity on the one hand, and Christ w i th 
believers on the other; and never was there, nor shall there ever be, the 
l ike relation between any else: for these two indiv idual persons were 
appointed of God to be the heads of the two covenants, and repre­
sentatives of the federates, as unto the ends of the covenants. Hence 
the whole evil of the one and the good of the other, as they were, 
and as far as they were, heads of the covenants, are imputed unto 
them who derive from them i n their respective covenants. B u t 
after the first sin A d a m ceased to be a head unto his posterity, as 
to the good or evil of that covenant, which was now broken and 
disannulled. Ne i ther was he nor any of his posterity ever after re­
stored or assumed into the same state and condition. - I t is there­
fore highly vain to confound the consideration of our concernment 
in what A d a m d id as he was the head of the covenant, w i t h what 
he afterwards d i d , and other intervenient progenitors m i g h t do. 
A l l this our apostle confirms at large, Rom. v. 

7 Abraham was taken into a new administration of the covenant, 
w i t h new promises and seals; but he neither was nor could be made 
the head and representative of that covenant whereinto he was 

taken, otherwise than typically. Hence his moral good or evil could 
not be reckoned unto his posterity i n covenant. B u t yet he was 
made the head and spring of the administration of its outward p r i ­
vileges; and this, so far as his trust extended, was imputed unto his 
posterity, as i n the case of circumcision. Wherefore, seeing what he 
did unto Melchisedec belonged unto the administration of the co­
venant committed unto h i m , Lev i is r ight ly said to have done i t i n 
h im also. A n d so these things do mutual ly illustrate one another. 
But to deny that we were a l l i n Adam, as the head of the first cove­
nant, that we sinned in h i m , that the sin which we i n any sense 
have sinned i n h i m is imputed unto us, is not to dispute w i t h us, 
but expressly to contradict the H o l y Ghost 

B u t we may take some observations from these words; as,— 
Obs. I . They who receive tithes of others, for their work i n 

noly administrations, are thereby proved to be superior unto them 
of whom they do receive them.—They are given unto them, among 
other ends, as an acknowledgment of their dignity. So i t was when 
they were paid of old by God's i n s t i t u t i o n ; and so i t would be s t i l l , 
i f they might be paid or received i n a due manner, w i t h respect unto 
the labour of any i n gospel administrations. B u t whereas not one 
among thousands doth give or pay them on any other ground but 
because they must do so whether they w i l l or no ; nor would do 
so any more, were i t not for the coercive, enforcing power of human 
laws; i f they on the other side that do receive them, do look on 
them, not as a free pledge of the people's respect and the honour 
that they bear unto them, but as their own r ight and due by law, 
they are a testimony neither of the people's obedience nor of the 
ministers' d ignity , but only of the extreme disorder of a l l things i n 
religion 

06s. I I . I t is of great concernment unto us what covenant we do 
belong unto, as being esteemed to do therein what is done by our 
representative i n our name.—There were never absolutely any more 
than two covenants; wherein a l l persons indefinitely are concerned. 
The first was the covenant of works, made w i t h A d a m , and w i t h a l l 
in him. A n d what he d id as the head of that covenant, as our 
representative therein, is imputed unto us, as i f we had done i t , 
Rom. v. 12. The other is that of grace, made originally w i t h Christ, 
and through h i m w i t h a l l the elect. A n d here l ie the life and 
hope of our souls,—that what Christ d id as the head of that covenant, 
as our representative, is a l l imputed unto us for righteousness and 
salvation. A n d certainly there is nothing of more importance unto 
us, than to know whether of these covenants we belong unto. W e 
are also some way concerned i n them by whom the one or the 
other of these covenant-states is conveyed unto u s ; for before we 
make our own personal, voluntary choice, we are by the law of our 

Still Waters Revival Books 
All Rights^Hlerved 

www.PuritanD^Hteads.com 

http://www.PuritanD%5eHteads.com


392 A N E X P O S I T I O N O F T H E [ C H A P . V I I . 

nature, and of the covenant itself, enclosed i n the same condition 
wi th our progenitors as to their covenant-state. A n d thence i t is, 
that i n the severest temporal judgments, children not gu i l ty of the 
actual transgression of their parents, not having sinned after the 
similitude of them, by imitat ion , do yet ofttimes partake of the 
punishment they have deserved; being esteemed i n some manner 
to have done what they did , so far as they were included i n the 
same covenant w i t h them. A n d many blessings, on the other hand, 
are they partakers of who are included i n the covenant of those 
parents who are interested in the covenant of grace; for such pa­
rents succeed i n the room of Abraham, every one of them. A n d 
what Abraham did , as to the administration of the covenant i n ­
trusted w i t h h i m , his posterity, whose representative he was therein, 
are said to have done i n h i m , as Lev i is i n this place; and therefore 
they had the seal of the covenant given unto them i n their infancy. 
A n d an alteration i n this dispensation of grace hath not yet been 
proved by any, or scarce attempted so to be. 

V E R S E 11. 

I n this verse, after so long a preparation and introduction, whereby 
he cleared his way from objections and secured his future bui lding, 
the apostle enters on his principal argument concerning the priest­
hood of Christ, and a l l the consequences of i t , w i t h respect unto 
righteousness, salvation, and the worship of God, which depend 
thereon. This being his main design, he would not engage into i t 
before he had i n every respect declared and vindicated the dignity 
and glory of the person of Christ as vested w i t h his blessed offices. 
A n d from hence unto the didactical part of the epistle, he proceeds 
i n a retrograde order unto what he had before insisted on. For 
whereas he had first declared the glory of the person of Christ in 
his k ing ly office, chap. i . ; then i n his prophetical, chap, i i . , i i i . ; 
having now entered on his sacerdotal, he goes on to enlarge upon 
this last function, then he returns unto his prophetical, and shuts up 
the whole w i t h a renewed mention of his k ing ly power, as we shall 
see i n their order and proper places. 

Ver. 1 1 . — E / fjisv oZv rtXtluffig ha. rtjs AivYnxrjs Upue'jvrii nv (6 \al( 

yap W airy vivo/iodcrt)ro) rtf in Xpe!a, xaru ri)v rd&t M e X ^ / r t & x !„pot 

faieraeOai hpia, xat ou xa.ru rijv ra£/i> ' Aap&n \iyio8ai; 

T . W a „ f . S y r . , " M - n a i , « c o n s u m m a t e , " " p e r f e c t i o ; " a sacred "per fect ion , " 
or completeness of state a n d condition. 

A«« T i t AivhtKiit Itpoiimt. S y r . , KWWD - r a , « by the hand of the 
priesthood of L e v i h i m s e l f ; " because L e v i himself received not the priesthood in 
his own person, but his posterity. Tremel l ius renders it " L e v i t a r u m , " the " p r i e s t ­
hood of L e v i t e s . " T h e original leaves no s c r u p l e , " b y the L e v i t i c a l priesthood, "— 
the priesthood that was confined to the house, family, tribe, and posterity of 
L e v i . 
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0 "Knot yap W ainri vivoftoDeTrrro ( M S . , £ I / S H O , « O & T » T O , corruptly) . " N a m sub 
hoc populo sancita est l e x , " B e z a ; " f o r under it the law was established to 
the people." " S u b ipso populus legem accepit , " " a c c e p e r a t . " S y r . , *i5" l sJ D 1 t ? 
* * ? ? , " by w h o m " (or " w h e r e b y " ) " the law was imposed upon the people." I f 

" by w h o m , " relate unto L e v i , the sense is mistaken; ' and m u c h more by the 
Arabic, w h i c h takes " the law " only for the law of the sacerdotal office, from 
which it is plainly distinguished. T h e E t h i o p i c reads the whole verse to this 
purpose, " A n d the people did according to the law of the priesthood which was 
appointed; what need was there, therefore, that he should give another priest, 
whose appointment one should say was according to Melchisedec ? " which argues 
the great unskilfulness of that interpreter. 

Tit hi x,ptia., " quid a d h u c , " " quid amplius opus e r a t , " " e s s e t ; " " necessarium 
f u i t ; " " w h a t need was there y e t , " or " m o r e o v e r . " S y r . , " w h e r e f o r e ; " 
" ad q u i d , " " to what purpose. " 

' Attarctaica, " o r i r i ; " B e z a , " e x o r i r i ; " V u l g . L a t . , " s u r g e r e . " S y r . , w p " 5 , 
" should a r i s e . " " O r i r i , " properly. K « ™ r v S y r . , f M ' " ? , " in," or 
" a f t e r the likeness of Melchisedec ; " " secundum o r d i n e m . " 

K«i oil Kara, ryu T « £ / I / ' Aapui/ 'hiyto&at, " et non secundum ordinem A a r o n 
d i c i . " S y r . , V7. "*?5; which is rendered in the translation in the Polyglot , " . sed 
dixit , " " but he said, it shall b e " (or " he shall be" ) " in the likeness of Aaron : " 
" Dixisset a u t e m , " w h i c h , regulated by the precedent interrogation, gives us the 
true sense of the p lace : " S u p p o s e there must another priest arise, yet i f perfection 
had been by the L e v i t i c a l priesthood, he would have said that he should be of the 
order of A a r o n . " 1 

Ver. 1 1 . — I f therefore perfection were by the Levit ical 
priesthood, ( for under i t the people received the law,) 
what further need was there that another priest should 
rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called 
after the order of Aaron ? 

The first th ing i n the words is the introduction of the ensuing dis­
course and argument i n these particles of inference, u 
/iiv o h , " i f therefore;" ' i f things be as we have de- E ' > " 
clared.' H e had a peculiar scope and design in a l l those things. 
These he is now introducing. The improvement of his whole pre­
ceding discourse, and the whole mystery of the priesthood of M e l -

V A R I O U S R E A D I N G L a c h m a n n and Tischendorf adopt as the text, ainiit 
miofio6fTnrai, on the authority of such manuscripts as A B c D. 

T R A N S L A T I O N . — ' E T T ' air. " U n d e r i t ; " the rendering of our version would 
convey the impression that the law was prescribed during the time of the priest­
hood, whereas part of the law was in existence antecedently to the institution 
of the priesthood; and if ainiis be the preferable reading, such a translation would 
be untenable for grammatical reasons. I t is accordingly differently rendered by 
various c r i t i c s ; — b y C r a i k , " I n dependence upon i t ; " by E b r a r d , " Upon the basis 
of i t ; " and by T u r n e r , " I n connection with i t . " T h e last remarks, " Inasmuch 
as the author proceeds to show that the predicted abrogation of the priesthood, in 
the announcement of another like Melchisedec's, implied also an intended abroga­
tion of the law, it was directly to the purpose to intimate the close connection of 
the t w o . " S t u a r t gives the same v i e w : " T h e meaning is, that the priesthood 
and the law are inseparably linked together, so that i f the one be changed, the 
other must of necessity be. — E D . 
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