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Johnstone & Hunter, London Ta1s whole chapter is a continuation of the digression which the

ISBN: 0-8010-6673.5 apostle had occasionally entered into in the 11th verse of the pre-
ceding chapter. For upon the consideration of the greatness of the
g -mystery and difficulty of the doctrine which he designed to instruct
1 these Hebrews in, and his fear of their disability or unpreparedness
; (at least of some) to receive it in a duc manner unto their edifica-
tion, he engageth into a new discourse, filled up with reasons and
argunients to excite them unto a diligent attendance. And this he
50 doth, as in the very last words of this chapter to return, by an
artificial connection of his discourse, unto what he had asserted in
the 10th verse of that foregoing.

There are four general paris of this chapter:—1. The proposition
of what be intended to do, or discourse concerning; with an oppo-
sition thereunto of what was by him to be omitted, verses 1-3.
2. An excitation of the Hebrews unto singular diligence in attend-

_ing unto the most perfect doctrines of Christianity, and mwaking a
progress in the knowledge of Christ. And tbis he doth fromn the
consideration of the greatness of the sin and the inevitableness of
the destruction of apostates. For this sort of persons do commonly
arise from among such as, having reccived the truth, and made a
profession thereof, do not diligently endeavour a progress towards
perfection, according to their duty, verses 4-8. 3. A lenifying of
the severity of this comminafion in respect of its application unto
theso Hebrews. For he expresseth his hope that it did not so helong
unto them, or that the sin condemned should not be found in them,
nor the punishment threatencd fall on them. But the warping itself
contained in the commination was, as he shows, good, wholesome,
and seasonable. And of this his hope and judgment concerning
the Hebrews he expresseth his grounds, taken from the righteous-
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320 AN EXPOSITION OF THE [CHAP. VIL

effectually bless them. This especial institution, I acknowledge, was
after the days of Melchisedec, and the cessation of his office :as to
actual .administration; but it is apparent, and may be proved, that
many, if not the most, of those sacred institutions which were 'given
1n one system unto Moses, were singly and gradually given out by
tnspiration and prophecy unto the church before the giving of the
la.w_, only at Sinai their number was increased, and the severity of
their sanction heightened. Thus this sacerdotal benediction was but
& transcript from and expressive of that power and form of blessing
which Melcbisedec as a priest enjoyed and used before.

And from what hath been spoken we may gather the nature of
this blessing of Melchisedec wherewith he blessed Abraham. For
(L) It had the nature of a blessing in general, whereby any one
man may bless another, in that it was euctical and eucharistical :—
it included both prayer for him and thanksgiving on his accoant
unto God. (2} It was aquthoritative and sacerdotal. He was “ the
priest of the most high God,” and he “blessed Abraham ;" that is
by virtue of his office. For so the nature of the office n:‘quirethl
and 80 God had in particular appointed, that the priests should
})Iess In his name. (8) It was prophetical, proceeding from an
Immediate inspiration, whereby he declares the confirmation of the
great blessing promised unto Abraham; “ Blessed be Abram.” And
we may see,—

'O.bs. XXI That he who hath received the greatest mercies and
privileges in this world may yet need their minjsterial confirmation,
—_~Abra.ham had before received the blessing from the mouth of God
Limself; and yet it was no doubt a great confirmation of his faith
to be now blossed again in the name of God by Melchisedec. And,
!ndeed, such is the estate of all the faithful, the children of Abraham:
in this world, that, what through the weakness of their faith, what
through the greatness of their temptations and trials, they stand in
need of all ministerial renovations of the pledges of God’s good-
will towards them. We are apt to think that if God should gpeak
once unto us, as he did to Abraham, and assure us of the blessino
we should never need further confirmation whilst we live; but thnej
truth is, he doth so speak unto all that believe, in the word, and yet
we find how much we want the ministerial renovation of it unto us.
Bless God for the ministry, for the word and sacraments ; ordinarily
our faith would not be kept up without them,

Obs. XXIL In the blessing of Abraham by Melchisedee, all
believers are virtually blessed by Jesus Christ— Melchisedec was a
type of Christ, and represcnted him in what he was and did, as our
apostle declares, And Ahraham in all these things bare the person
of, or represented all his posterity according to the faith. Therefore
doth our apostle, in the foregoing chapter, entitle all believers unto
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the promises made unto him, and the inheritance of them. There
is, therefore, more than a bare story in this matter. A blessing isin
it conveyed unto all believers, in the way of an ordinance for ever.

Obs. XXIIL It is God’s institution that makes all our adminis-
trations effectual—So did sacerdotal benedictions become authori-
tative and efficacious. Innumerable ways and means of hlessing
things and persons have been found out in the Papacy. They will
bless bells, steeples, churches, and church-yards, utensils, fonts,
candles, salt, and children by confirmation. There is, in truth, in
them all a want of that wisdom, gravity, and reverence, which ought
to accompany men in all religious services; but that which rendcrs
them all useless, and casts them out of the verge of religion, is, that
they want a divine institution.

2. The second sacerdotal act, or exercise of priestly power ascribed
unto Melchisedec, is that he received tithes of all: “To . .o
whom also Abraham gave the tenth of all.” As Abra- ixixdiresiai-
ham gave them in a way of duty, so he received them o
in a way of office. So the apostle expresseth it, verse 6, “ He received
tithes of Abraham,” or tithed him. And the word wdvrw, ““ of all,” ia
limited unto the spoils which he took from the enemies, verse 4, “ To
whom Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” This in the original
history is so expressed as to leave it doubtful both to whom the
tenths were given, and of what they were: Gen. xiv. 20, ‘ls'll;?.‘l
590 2R« And he gave him the tenth of all” The words imme-
diately preceding are the words of Melchisedee, and the story con-
cerneth him; so that if the relative included in 1P, “ he gave,” do
answer unto the next antecedent, Melchisedec gave the tenth of all
unto Abraham. Nor doth it appear what the 53 or “ all” was that
is intended ; whether his own whole estate, or all the tithable things
which he had then with him. Bnt all this ambiguity is removed by
our apostle, according to the mind of the Holy Ghost, and withal it
is declared how great a mystery depended on the right understanding
of those words, It was Abraham that gave the tenth of all to Mel-
chisedec; whereby he acknowledged him to be the priest of the most
high God, and the type of the Son of God as incarnate,—every way
superior unto him, who had but newly rcceived the promises. And
the tenth whieh he gave was only of the spoils that he took from the
enemies, as a token and pledge in particular that the victory and
success which he had against the kings was from Ged.

This receiving of tithes by Melchisedec was a sacerdotal act. For,
(1.) The tenth thus given was firstly given unto God; and he who
received them, received them as God’s officer, m his name. Where
there was none in oflice go to receive them, they were immediately
to be offered unto God in sacrifice, aecording unto their capacity.
So Jacob vowed the tenth unto God, Gen, xxviii. 22; which he wa3
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himself to offer, there being ne other priest to receive 1t at his hand:
and no doubt but he did it accordingly, when God minded him to pay
liis vow at Betliel, Gen, xxxv. 1-¢. And, (2.) The things that were
fit of this sort were actually to be offered in sacrifice unto God. This
Saul knew, when he made that his pretence of sparing and bringing
away the fat cattle of the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. 15. And I no way
doubt but that these teuths that Abraham gave, at least such of
them as were meet for that serviee, although it be not expressed, were
otfered in sacrifice unto God by Melclisedee. For whereas he was
a king, he stood in no need of any contribution from Alraham; neor
wag it honouralle to reeeive any thing in way of comnpensation for his
munificence in bringing forth bread and wine,—which werc to sell
his kindness aud spoit his bounty; nor would Alraliam have deprived
the king of Sodom aud others of auy of their goods, to give them
unto another. Wherefore he received them as a priest, to offer
what wag meet in sacrifice 1o God; whereon, no dould, according to
the custom of those tunes, there was a feast, wherein they ate
bread together, and were mutually refreshed.  (3.) This matter was
afterwards precisely determined in the law, wherein all tithes were
appropriated unto the priests. I observe these things, only to show
that the apostle had just ground to infer from hence the sacerdotal
rower of Melchisedee, and his pre-eminence in that office above
Abraham.  Ior every thing in the Scripture is significant, and Lath
its especial design, the whole being inlaid with truth by infinite
wisdom, whether we apprehend it or no. Withont this licht given
by thie 1Tely Spirtt himself, how should we have conceived that this
giving the tenth of the spoils to Melchisedee was designed to prove
lus greatness and dignity above Abraham and all the Levitical priests
on that account, as the great type and representative of Jesus Christ?
Aud mndeed all the mysteries of sacred truth which are contained in
the Old Testarnent, are scen clearly only u the light of the New; and
the doctrine of the Gospel 1s the only rule and measure of the inter-
pretation of the writings of the Old Testunent.  Whercfore, although
the writings of both are equally the word of God, yet the revelation
made immediately by Jesus Chrigt is that which ought te be our
guide in the whole. And they do but deceive themselves and others,

who, in the interpretation of mystical passages aud prophecies of

the Old Testament, do negleet the accomnplishment of them and
light given unto them in the New, taking up with Jewish tradi-

tivns, or vain conjectures of their own;—such as the late writings of

some Bighly pretendivg unto learning are stufled withal.  And we
may sece from henee, (1) How necessary it is for us, according to the
command of our Saviour, to “scarch the Seriptures,” John v, 39;—
épeuvity, to make a scrupuleus inguiry, a diligent investigation, to
find out things hidden, or purcels of gold orc.  So are we directed
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to “seck for wisdom as silver, and to search for her as for hid trea-
sures,” Prov. ii. 4 There are precions, useful, significant truths in
the Scripture, so disposed of, so laid up, as that if we accomplish not
a diligent search we shall never set cye on them. The common
conrse of reading the Scripture, and the commeon help of expositors,
—who for the most part go in the same track, and scarce venture
ene step beyond those that are gone before them,—will not suffice, if
we intend a discovery of these hid treasures. This diligent search
was attended unto by the prophets themselves under the old testa-
ment, with respect unto their own prophecies, which they reccived
by inspiration, 1 Pet. 1 10, 11, God gave cut those deep and sacred
truths by them which they comprehended not, but made diligent
inquiry into the mind of the Holy Ghost in the words which them-
selves had spoken.  What belongs unto this diligent search shall be
clsewhere declared. (2. That the clear revelations of the New Tes-
tament ought to be our,principal rule in the interpretation of difficult
passages in the Old, What our apostles in these eases had by im-
mediate lnspiration and direction, that we must look for from what
is recorded in their writings ; which 1s sullicient for us, aud will not
fail us,

There is greab inquiry usually made on this place, whether tithes
be due by the lght of nature, or at least by such a moral poesitive
command of God as should be perpetually obligatory unto all wor-
shippers unto the end of the world.  This many contend for, and
the principal reasons which they plead from the Seripture are these;
1. That tithes were paid before the law as well as under the law;
and what was so obscrved in the worship of God,—namecly, that
being in usage Defore the law, and confirmed by the law,—is origi-
nally of the law of nature, and could have no other fountain. 2, Our
T.ord Jesus Christ himself, speaking of tithing mint and cummin,
approveth of it, affirming that those things ought not to be omitted,
though the most inferior instance that eould be given of the duty.
3. He seems in like manner to have respect thereunto, when he
commands to “give wnto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and
unto God the things that are God's,” which were the tithes; the
Inw concerning them being therchy eonfirmed, which proves it not
to be ceremonial.  And this some men judge to he a ecrtain argu-
ment of that which is moral and unalterable,—namely, the appointed
usage of it before the Jaw, under the law, and under the gospel after
the expiration of the law of eeremonies, or “the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances.” And it scems so to be, if there be
the same reason of the law or command in all these smasons; for
otherwise it is not so. ¥or instance, it is snpposed that the eating
of blood was forhidden before the law, and assuredly it was so under
the law, and is so in the New Testament, Acts xv.: which yet proves
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it not to be morally evil and perpetually forbidden; for it is not so
upon the same grounds and reasons.  For in that place of Gen. ix. 4,
“But flesh with the life thereof, that is, the blood thereof, shall ye
not eat,” blood 1s not absolutely forbidden, but in some ecases, and
with respect unto a certain end. It was not to be eaten whilst it
was yet hot and warm in the flesh; which prohibition God gave to
prevent that savage custom which yet afterwards got ground among
men, of eating flesh, like ravenous beasts, whilst the Llood was yet
warm in it. Under the law it was forbidden, because God had taken
it to be the principal part of sacrifices, and far the most significant,
Lev. xvii. 5, 6, 11, 14, And in the 15th of the Acts it is only occa-
sionally forbidden for a season, to avoid scandal and offence. So that
if it should be supposed that the matter of the prohibition before the
law, under the law, and in ¢hat synod at Jerusalem, were the same,
yet the reasons of it being various, it doth not prove a meorality in
the law, or such as should be everlastingly obligatory, DBut where
not only the subjcct-matter, but the formal reason of the command
15 the same, therc it is of natural equity, and unalterable; and so it
is said to be in the case of tithes.

I shall not enter into any long digression about this controverted
sibject. It is such as wherein the various interests of men have
engaged their utmost diligence, on the one hand and on the other.
But this I am sure enough of, that unless they were paid hy them
that give them with more conscience and regard unto duty than
generally they seem to be, not one in a thousand having respect in
the payment of them to any thing but the ctvil law of the land; and
unless they were turned unto a better account witlh them by whom
they are received than generally they do; it is to no great purpose to
dispute upon what grounds or by what right they are due unto any.
And without soltcitousness concerning offence, I shall take leave to
say, that it is no safe plea for many to insist on, that tithes are due
and divine, as they speak,—that is, by a binding law of God,—now
under the gospel.  For be the law and institution what it will,
pothing is more certain than that there is nothing due under the
gospel, by virtue of God’s command or institution with respect
unto his worship, unto any who do not wholly give up themselves
unto the ministry, and *“labour in the word aud doctrine;” unless
they Le such as arc disenabled by age and infirmities, who are
not to be forsaken all the days of their lives, For men to live in
pleasure and idleness, according to the pomp, vanities, and grandeur
of the world, neither rising early, nor going to bed late, nor spend-
ing their time and strength in the service of the cliureh, according to
the duties required of all the ministers thereof in the gospel, to sing
unto themselves that tithes are due to them by the appointment and
flaw of God, is a fond imagination, a dream that will £1I them with
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perplexity when they shall awake. But as unto the question in
hand, I shall briefly give my thoughts about it in the ensuing obser-
vations and propositions:—

By * tithes” is understood either the express law of tithing, or pay-
ing the tenth of all our substanee and of the whole increase of the
earth; or only the dedicating of a eertain portion of what we have
unto the uses of the worship and service of God. 1. If this latter he
intended, it is with me past all doubt and question that a bountiful
part of our enjoyments is to be scparated unto the use and service
of the worship of God, particularly unto the comfortable and honour-
able supportient of them that labour in the ministry.  And it is no
small part of that confusion which we suffer under, that Christians,
being in all places compelled to pay the tenth by ciwil laws unto
some or other, whether they will or no, are either discouraged, or
disenabled, or think themsclves discharged from doing that which
God certainly requireth at their hands in a way of duty. However,
this will be no excuse for any, for generally they have yet left unto
them that whereby they may discharge their duty in an acceptable
manner; and I eannot but wonder how some men can satisfy their
congciences in this matter, in such circumstances as I shall not now

' name,

2. If the sirict legal course of tithing be intended, it cannot be
proved from this text, nor from any other instance before the law ; for
Abrahamn gave only the tenth of the spoils, which were not tithable
by law. For if the places taken or destroyed in war were anathe-
matized, as Jericho was, and also Amalek, no portion was to be re-
served, under a pretence of sacrifice or any other sacred use; as Saul
found to lis cost. And if they were not anathematized, all the spoils
were left entirely unto the people that went to war, without any
sacred decimation. So the Reubenites and the Gadites, at their
return over Jordan into their own land, earried all tlheir rich spoils
and cattle with them, no tithe being mentioned, Josh. xxii. 8;—
although there is no question but many of them offered their free-
will offerings at the tabernacle.  And when God would have a sacred
portion out of the spoils, as he would have in the wilderness, out of
those that were taken fron the Midianites, to manifest that they fell
not under the law of tithes, he took not the tenth part, but one por-
tion of five hundred fromi the soldiers, and one of fifty from the
people, Numb. xxxi. 28.30. Wherefore the giving of the tenth of
the spoils was not from the obligation of any law, but was an act of
Jfree-will and choice in the offerer.  But yet there was so great an
equity herein also,~—namely, that God should have an acknowledg-
ment in the froits of those suecesses which he gave in war,—that
out of the spoils of his and his people’s encmies David made his pro-
vision for the building of the temple. And the captains of the host
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that went against Midian, alter a tribute was raised for the Lord out
of the spoils according uuto the proportions mentioned, when they
found the goodness of God in the preservation of their soldiers, whereof
there was not one lost, they made a new voluntary oblation unto
God out of their spoils, Numb. xxxi. 48-50. And as for the in-
stance of Jacob, who vowed unto God the teath of all, it is so far
from proving that the tenth was due by virtue of any law, that it
proves the contrary. For Lad it been so, it could not have been the
matter of an extraordinary vow, wherchby he could express Lis obe-
dience unto God.

3. The precise law of tithing is not confirmed in the gospel. For
that saying of our Saviour’s approving the tithing of mint and
cuminin, evidently respects that legal institution which was then n
force, and could not be violated without sin.  And by his approba-
tion of that faw, and of the duty in observance of it, he did no more
confirm it, or aseribe an obligatory power unto it uuder the gospel,
than he did so anto all those other ceremonial institutions which
Loth he himself observed as a man made under the law, and en-
joined others so to do.  They all continued in full foree “ uutil the
time of reformation,” which gave them their bounds and limits, Heb.
ix. 10, and ended with his resurrection. His other suying, of * giv-
ing unto Cwesar the things that are Casar’s, and unto God the things
that are God’s,” respects our whole moral obedience unto God, and
not this or that particular institution.  The meaning of it is, that we
are to pay or petforin unto God all whatever he requireth of ns ina
way of obedience; but what that is in particular, is not here deter-
mined. And other mention of tithes in the gospel there is none.

4. Whereas by the light of nature, all rules of reason and posi-
tive institutions, a portion of what God is pleased to give unio every
man 18 to be returned unto ham, tn the way of his worship and ser-
wice, wherein it may Le used according unto his appointment; aud
whereas before the giving of the law suudry holy men fixed on the
tenth part, as that which was meetest to be so dedicated unto God,
and that, as is probable, not without some especial conduct of the
Holy Spirit, if not upon express revelation; and whercas this was
afterwards expressly confirmed under the law by positive institution,
the cquity whercof is nrged in the gospel; it is the best dircction
that can be given unto any what proportion of their estate should be
set apart unto this purpose. Herein, I confess, so many circumn-
stances are in particular cases to be considered, as that it is impos-
sible any one certain rule should be prescribed uuto all persons
But whereas withal there is no nced in the Icast to furnish men with
pleas and excuses for the non-performance of their duty, at least
as unto the necessary degrees of it, I shall not suggest any thing
unto them which may be used to that purpose. I shall therefore
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leave this rule in its full latitude, as the best dircction of practice in
this matter.

5. On these suppositions it 1 that the apostle, treating of this
matter, makes no use of the right or law of tithing, though directly
unto lis purpose if it had not beeu abrogated. TFor intending to
prove that the ministers of the gospel ought to be liberally sup-
ported in their work with the carthly things of them unto whom
they do administer the things of God, he argucth from the light of
nature, the general equity of other cases, the analogy of legal insti-
tutions, the rules of justice, with the especial iustitution of Christ in
the gospel, but makes no mention of the natural or legal right of
tithing, 1 Cor, ix, 7-14.  And farther I shall not at present divert
on this subject. And we may observe, that,—

Obs. XX1V. Whalsoever we receive sigually from God in a way
of mercy, we ought to return a portion of it unto him in a way of
duty.-—That this was the practice of the saints of old might casily
be proved by an induction of instances, from this act of Abraham
(yea, from the sacrifice of Abel) dowu to the vow of Jacob, the dedi-
catious of David, Selomon, and others, in their respective places and
gencrations.  The light of nature also counted it as a duty amnong
all the civilized heathens. The offerings and sacred dedicatious of
nations and private families are famous on this account. And it
was laid as a lasting blemish ou good Hezekialy, that he rendered not
unto the Lord according to the mercy which he had reecived.

Aud we may do well to consider, L That no man hatl any great
or sigual success in any affair or occasion) nore than others, or more
than at other times, but there will be in hia mind an aseription of
it unto onc cause or another. This the nature of things makes
necessary, nor cun it be avoided, Hab. i 11. 2. That whatever a
man doth secretly ascribe such success unto, that hie makes in
some sense his god. “They saenfice nnto their net, and burn in-
cense unto their drag; because by them their portion is fut, and
their meat plenteous,” Hab. i 16, They ascribed their successes
uoto their own strength, endeavours, and means that they used.
Herely they deified themselves as far as in them lay; and therefore
these thoughts aro catled sacrificing and burning incense, which
wore expressions of religious worship.  And it is no betler with us,
when, in our successes in our trades and allairs, we secretly applaud
our own endcavours and the means we have used as the only causes
of them. 3. It is a great sign that a man hath pot engaged God in
the getting of any thing, when Le will not eatitle him unto any
portion of what ig gotten. There are two cvils common in the world
m this case. Some will make no acknowledgment unto God, in the
especial consecration of any part of their substance unto him, where
it is lawfully golten; and some will make great dedications of
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what hath been gotten by robhery, spoils, oppression, and violence.
Many public works of munificence and charity, as they are called,
have had no other original. This is but an endeavour to entitle
God uato injustice, and draw him to a coparinership with them, by
giving him a share in the advantage. God “hateth robbery for
burnt-offering,” Isa 1xi. 8; and “ be smiteth his hand at men’s dis-
honest gain,” Ezek. xxi. 13. He will have nothing te do with such
things, nor accept of any portion of them or {rom them, however
he may overpower things in his providence unto his glory. Both
these ways are full of evil, though the laiter be the worst, 4 No
man hath any ground to reckon that he can settle what he hath
unto himself or hig, where this chief rent unte God is left unpaid,
He will at one time or other make a re-entry upon the whole, take
the forfeiture of it, and turn the ungrateful tenant out of posses-
sion. And, among other things, this makes so many estates indus-
triously gotten so speedily moulder away as we see they do in the
world, 5. God hath always his receivers ready to acecpt of what is
tendcred, namely, his poor, and those that attend the ministry of
his house.

Seventhly, The apostle pursues his design and argument {rom the
name and title of the person spoken of, with their interpretation:
“ First being, by interpretation, King of righteousness, and after that
also King of Salem, that is, King of peace.” And we shall consider
herein, 1, The names themselves, with their interpretation. 2. The
grounds or reasons of the apostie’s arguing from this interpretation.
3. What is intended in them, or what he would have us learn {from
them. 4. Their order, which he particutarly observes.

1. He respecteth (1.) His proper nume,—that is, Melclisedec; for
the fancy of some, that Sedec was a place or city where
first he reigned, as he did afterwards at Salem, is very
fond. For then he must be utterly without a pame belonging unto
his person; which the apostle doth not observe, as he would bhave
done one way or other, had any snch unusual thing offered it-
gelf unto him. Besides, had it been so, be would not have been
called Melchisedec, but rather Melec Sedec, as e is said to be Melec
Salem. T isa king;” and by the interposition of yod to smooth
the composition, the furmer segol is turned into pathach, and the
latter into shevah, whence Melcli ariseth, Some would have this
yod to be a proroun affix; and then the meaning of the word is,

‘ “my king;” and on this supposition, taking PT¥ for
“f:;::""‘ b pw¥ Sedek for Saddik, they would render it, “my
' righteous king.” But there is nothing more ordinary,
in the composition of names, than the interposition of yod parago-
ricu, to soften the sound and pronunciation of them. So is it in
Adonizedek, Adonibezek, Abimelech, Abitub, Abishua, Abishag,

Mllxlﬂls-\‘x.
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Abishalom, and sundry others  Wherefore Melchi is nothing but
the name Melec, a “king,” a little varied, to fit it unto the com-
position intended. 7% is “righteotisness” Andso the whole name
is properly interpreted and rendered by our apostle Basisis dixaso-
sbung, a " king of righteousness.”

(2.) His title is, B2¥ 798, ¢ the king of Salem;” of which place we
have spoken before. This is, by interpretation, saith
our apostle, Baahels eipdens, the * king of peace.” Some
think that lierein occurs a greater difficulty than did in
the interpretation of his name. For by, « Salem,” say they, doth
not signify « peace,” but DY, « Shalom.”  Salem is ouly as much
as “ pacificus,” peaceable; not “ pax,” or peace itself. But yet neither
ought this to give us any trouble, For instances may be given in
this language wherein the same word is used sometimes substan-
tively, someties adjectively; as, for instance, 7w, and Jw, and
713, are. And upon the matter the signification is the same. “ Ilex
pacificus” and “rex pacis” do both denote him that is the maker
and author of peace. So God on that account is called the * God
of peace,” Rom. xv. 33, xvi. 20; 1 Thess. v. 23; 2 Thess. 11, 16; Heb.
xiil 20.  Wherefore, as we ought to acquiesce in the authority of
the apostle, who knew better than us all the signification of these
names, so that he gives is proper, according unto our best conception
of these things.

2. 1t may be inquired what ground the apostle Lad to argue from
the swmificution of those names, whicl seems to be hut a curious
and infirm kind of argumentation; and we find by expertence, that
whilst some have followed and imitated, as they supposed, this ex-
ample, they have fullen into woful inistakes.

Ans. (1) The apostle takes it for granted in general, that every
thing in the story of Melchisedec was mystical and fizurative. This
he did en good grounds, because the only reason of its introduction
was to give a representation of the person and priestliood of Christ.

(2) It was usual, under the old testament, to have names given
unto children by a spirit of prophecy; as to Noah, Peleg, and others,
yea, it may be most of the patriarchs. It was so also to have men’s
natoes changed upon some great and solemn occasions: as Abram
wag called Abraham; Sarai, Sarah; Jacob was cailled lsrael; and
Solomon, Jedidiah. And whereus this was sotuetimes done by
divine authority, as in the instances mentioned, whence it was highly
significant; so the people, in imitation thereof, did often give other
pames to themselves, or others, on some occasion wherewith they
were allected.  Hence it is that we find the same persons so fre-
quently called by divers names; which gives no little diffieulty m
gencalogies. But where this was done by divine warranty, it was
doctrinal, and proplctically instructive. So was it in that great
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name given unto our Lord Jesus Christ himself, namely, Immanuel
whick the evangelist remembers, and gives us the interpretation
thereof, Matt. i. 23. Now, whether this namne was given to Melcli-
sedec from his nativity by a spirit of propheey, as is most pro-
bable, or whelher his name was changed by God himself when he
was publicly called unto his office, is uncertain, and no way needful
to be inquired into; but certain it is, that this name was given him
by divine direction, and that for the very end for which it is here
used and applied by our apostle. And no countenance can hence
be taken unto their curiosity who seek for mysteries out of names
and their nwmnbers, which, for aught they know, had a easual imposi-
tion, or that which resvected some particular oceasion whereof they
are utterly iguorant,

(3.) As for the name of the place where he reigned, or Salem, it
was also given unto it on the same ground, to be presignificative of the
work that was to be elfected by Llim whom he typed out. Most
probably at that time God first gave that name unto that place;
for that it was not the Salem by Sychem we have before declared.
And T am persuaded that God himself, by some providence of his,
or other intimation of his mind, gave that name of Peace first unto
that city, because there he designed not only to rest in his typical
worship for a secason, but also in the fulness of time there to ac-
complish the great work of peace-making between himself and
mankind.  Hence it was afterwards, by the same guidance, called
Jerusalem, or a Vision of Peace, because of the many visions and
prophecies concerning the spiritual and eternal peace which was to
be wrought and published in that place; as also from all those holy
institutions of his worship which there represented the incans where-
by that peace was to be wrought, namely, the sacrifice of Christ
himself, the only real and proper priest of the church.

Wherefore onr apostle doth justly argue from the signification of
those names, which were given both to the person and place by
divine authority and guidance, that they miglit teach and fore-siguify
the things whereunto by him they are applied.

3. The interpretation of the names being proper, and the argu-
ment from thence in this case useful, as to the signification of then,
it must be inquired liow this man was “king of righteousness and
peace.”  Most suppose that no more is intended but that he was a
righteous and peaccable king, one that ruled righteously and lived
peaceably. And it is true that absolutely in Limself, and as unto
lis own personal qualifications, ho was so, and no more, nor could be
more.  Bul these nanes have respect to his relative state, and werc
given him as a type of Christ. He was a “king of righteousness and
peace” as he was “ without father and without mother;” that is, to
represent Christ in lis office. Tieally, he was a righteous and peace-
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able king; typrcelly, he was the *“king of righleousness and peace.”
Now, “the king of righteousness” is him who is the author, cause, and
dispenser of righteousness unto others ; as God is said to be “The
Lonn our Righteousness™  And so is * the king of peace™ also; in
which sense God is called “the God of peace” Thus was it with
Melchisedec us he was the representative of Jesus Clrist,

4, The last thing that the apostle observes from these nares and
titles, is their order, wherein it is natural that the name of a man
should precede the title of his rule: * First, Iing of righteousness,
and aflerwards King of peace.” Righteousness must go first, and
then peace will follow after. So it is promised of Christ and his
kingdom, that “in his days shall the righteous (lourish 5 and abun-
dance of peace so long as the moon endureth,” Ps, lxxii, 7. IMirst
they are made righteous, and then they have peace.  And ILsa. xxxii.
17, “The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of
righteousness quietness and peace for ever.” This is the order of
these thiugs, There s no peace but what procecdeth from, and s
the effect of righteousness.  So these things with respect unto Clrist
are declared by the psalmist, Ps. Jxxxv. 9-13.  What we are taught
hence is,—

0bs, XXV, That the Lord Jesus Christ is the only king of righte-
ousness and peace unto the church. See Isa xxxil 1, 2, ix, 6.—
He is not enly a pghteous and peaceable king, as were his types,
Melchisedec and Solomon ; but he is the author, cause, procurer,
and dispenser of righteonsness and peace to the church.  Bo is 1t
declared, Jer. xxiii 5, 6, * Belhold the days come, saith the Lorb,
that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a Kivg shall
roign and prosper, and shall exeeute judgment and juslice in the
carth. In lis days Judah shall be saved, and Israel sball dwell
safely : and this is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lorp
onr Righteousness,” He is righteous, and relgneth righteously; bLut
this is not all, he is “The Loub our Righteousness.”

Eighthly, The apostle procceds yet unto other instances in the
description of Melchisedec, whercin he was * made like unto the Son
of God:” Verse 3, “ Without father, without niother, without descent,
having neither beginning of days nor end of life.”  The things here
asserbed, being at the first view strange and uncouth, would ad-
minister occasion unto large discourses, and accordingly bave been
the subject of many inquirics and conjectures ; but it is no way unto
the edification of those wio are sober and godly, to engage into any
long disputes about those things whercin all learned, sober exposi-
tors arc come to an issee and agreement, as they are in general m
this matter. I'or it is pranted that Melchisedec was a man, really
and truly so, and thercfore of neccssity must have had all these
things ; for the nature of man, alter him who was first created, who
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yet also had beginning of life and end of days, doth not exist with-
out them., Wherefore these things are not denied of him absolutely,
but in some sense, and with respect unto some especial end. Now
this is with respect unto his office; therein, or as he bare that office,
he was “ without father, without mother,” ete. And how doth it
appear that so it was with him? It doth so because none of them
is recorder] or mentioned in the Scripture, which yet diligently re-
cordeth them concerning other persons; and in particular, those
who could not find and prove their genealogies were by no means
to be admitted unto the pricsthood, Ezra ii. 61-63. And we may
therefare by this rule inquire into the particulars:—

1. It 1s said of him in the first place, that he was *“ without father,
without mother,” whercon puart of the latter clausc,
namely, “ without beginning of days,” doth depend. But
how conld a mortal man come inlo the world without
father or mother 7 Mau that is born of a woman,” is the deserip-
tion of every man; what therefore can be intended? The
next word declares he was dyevearsdyyros,—* without de-
scent,” say we.  Bul yeearoyia is a*“generation, a descent,
apedigree,” not absolutcly, but “rehearsed, described, recorded.” I'ss-
addynzos 15 he whose stock and descent is entered upon record.  And
so on the contrary, dyesa?éynroc is not he who hath no descent, no
genealogy, but he whose descent and pedigree is nowhere entered,
recorded, reckoned up, Thus the apostle himself plainly cxpresseth
this word, verse G, "0 ud yeeadoyobuevog i abriy,—'* whose descent
1s not counted ;” that is, reckoned up in record. Thus was Melchi-
sedec without futher and mother, in that the Spirit of God, who so
strictly and exactly recorded the genealogies of other patriarchs and
types of Christ, and that for no less an end than to manifest the
truth and faithfulness of God in Lis promises, speaks nothing unto
this purpose concerning him.  He is introduced as it were one fall-
ing from heaven, appearing on a sudden, reigning in Salem, and
officiating the office of the priesthood unto the most high God.

2. Ou the same account is he said to be “without beginning of
Mirs dp. days and end of life.” For as he was a mortal man he
wiw  dpiin, Dad both.  ITe was assuredly born, and did no less cer-
pAne Jadiy sise; tainly die, than other men; but neither of these is
e recorded concerntng him.  We have no more to do with
him, to learn from him, nor are concerned in him, but only as he is
described in the Scripture, and there is no mention thercin of the
beginning of his days, or the end of his life.  Whatever, therefure,
he might have in himnself, he bad noue tous, Counsider all the other
patriarchs mentioned 1n the writings of Moses, and you shall find
their descent recorded, who was their father, and so upwards unto
the first man; aud not ouly so, but the time of their birth and death,
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the beginning of their days and the end of their lives, is exactly re-
corded.  For it 1s constantly said of them, such a one lived so long,
and begat such a son; which fixeth the time of birth. Then of him
s0 begotten it is said he lived so many years ; which determines the
end of his days. These things are expressly recorded. But con-
cerning Melchisedec none of these things are spoken. No mention
1s made of father or mother, no gencalogy is recorded of what stock
or progeny he was; nor is there any acecount of his birth or death.
So that all these things are wanting unto him in this historical nar-
ration, wherein our faith and knowledge are alone concerned. Sowne
few things may yet further be inquired into for the clearing of the
sense of these words:—

(1) Whereas the observation of the apostle is Luilt upon the
silence of Moses in the history,—which was sufficient for him, what-
ever was the cause and reason of that silence,—we may inquire
whence it was.  Whence was it, I say, that Moses should introduce
go great and excellent a person as Melchisedec without any men-
tion of his race or stock, of his parents or progenitors, of his rise and
fall, contrary unto his own custom in otber cases, and contrary unto
all rules of useful history? For to introduce so great a person, in

‘any story, and on so great an occasion, without giving any account

of him, or of any of his circnmstances, whercby his concernment in
the matter related might be known, is ntterly contrary unto all rules
of sertons history.

Ans. [1.] Some of the Jews absurdly imnagine that it was because
his parents were not only obscure, but that he was born of fornica-
tion, and so he had no right of genealogy. But this is both a fool-
ish and wicked imagination. For it is not to be supposed God would
have advanced a person known to be of such an extract and original
unto the honour of the pricsthood, and that of the most execllent
kind that ever was under the old testament. For being low and
mean in the world, it is neither disadvantage nor disparagement ;
the best of men were so, and all the chief patriarchs were but shep-
herds. DBut bastardy is a mark of infamy in the world, and God
would not raise such an one to administer peculiarly unto him, and
that as a type of his own Son, who was to be incarnate.

{2} Some say that there is no singular thing herein, but that it
1s done according to the custom of Seripture, which relates only the
genealogies of the patriarchs who were of that lineage from whence
Clirist did come ; but when it makes mention of any others, though
they be never so eminent, it reckoneth not up their genealogy. Thus
it dealeth with Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses; and with Job, so
great and holy a person, concerning whom it says no more but that
“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job.” And
some things may be allowed lercin: but the instances are no way
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parallel.  For Jethro, he was a stranger unto the clinrch, and there
1s a full account coucerning him, so far as it is either necessary or
useful that we should in peint of story know any thing of him. And
the story of Job is a separate story, wherein himsclf only and family
were concerned ; and we have therein his country, the number and
names of his children, with the years of his life, and time of his
death. DBut as we have pone of these things in the account of Mel-
chisedee, so he is intreduced as one in whom the church of God was
publicly concerned.  Wherefore,—

[3.] The true cause of the omission of all these things was the same
with that of the lustitution of his priesthoed, and the introduction
of his person in the story. And this was, that he might be the more
express and signal representative of the Lord Clirist in his pricsthood.
For to this end it was not only needful that lie should be declared
to be a priest, as the Messiah was to be, bul also in that declaration
all those circumstances were to be observed wherein the nature of
the priesthood of Christ might be any way prefigured, After this, the
church being reduced into a standing order for succession, it was
obliged necessarily for many generations unto a priesthood which
depended solely on their gencalogy and pedigree both by father and
mother, Ezra x. 18, 19; Neh. vil. 63-65. Wherefore, whereas the
priesthood of our Lord Christ was to depend on no such descent,
(“ for it is evident that our Lord sprang of Judah, whereof Moses
spake nothing concorning priesthood,”) it was necessary that it should
be originally represented by one who had o genealogy, seeing that,
as unto his oftice, he himself was to lave none. And therefore,
when the church of Tsrael was in the highest cujoyment of the
Levitical pricsthood,—~whose office depended wholly on their pene-
alogy, yea, so far as that on a supposition of a defect or change thercof,
not only the priesthood itself, but all the sacred worship also which
it was designed to officiate, must utterly cease,—yet the Holy Ghost
then thought mest to mind them that a priest was to come without
respect unto any such descent or gencalogy, in that he was to be
“after the order of Melchisedec,” who had none, Ps. cx. 4. This is the
true and ouly reason why, in the story of Melchisedec as the priest
of the most high God, there is no mention made of fatler, mother,
genealogy, beginning of life, or end of days,

And we may herein consider the sovereign wisdom of the Holy
Ghost, in bringing forth truth unto light according as the state and
condition of the ehureh doth require.  And first, he proposcth only
a naked story of a person that was a type of Christ, aud that ob-
seurely and sparingly.  Somcthing the men of the age wherein he
lived might learn by lis ministrations, but not much.  For that
which was principally instructive in lim fomtle use of the clurch
was not of force until all his circunstances were forgotter; and the
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clinreh was now to be instricted, not so much by what he was, as
by what was recorded of him: wherein the Seripture superseded all
tradition that might be of hum in the world ; yea, the contrivance of
any tradition concerning hig parents, birth, and death, kad heen con-
trary to the mind of God, and what Instruction he intended the
church by him. Afterwards, when, it may be, all thoughts of any
use or design of this story in Moses were lost, and the charch was
fully satisfied in a priesthood quite of another nature, the Holy
Ghost, in one word of prophecy, instruets the church, not only that
the things spoken concerning Melehisedec were not so recorded for
lLis sake, or ou his own account, but with respect unto another priest
which was aflerwards to arise, by him represented,—which gave a
new consideration, sensc, and design to the whole story,—Dbut more-
over gives it to know that the priesthood which 1k then enjoyed was
not always to coutinuc, but that another of another nature was to be
introduced, as was signified long before the institution of that priest-
Tiood which they enjoyed, Ps. cx. 4. And thongh this was sufficient
for the use and edification of the church in those days, yet it was
left greatly in the dark as to the full design and mecaning of these
things. And therefore it is evident that at the eomiug of our

- Saviour, and the accomplishment of this type, the church of the

Jews bad utterly lost all knowledge and understanding of the mys-
tery of it, and the promise renewed in the psalm. For they thought
it strauge that there should be a priest that had no genealogy, no
solemn conseeration nor investiture, with his oflice.  Wherefore our
apostle, entering upon the unfolding of this mystery, doth not only
preface 1t with an assertion of its difficully, or how hard it was to
be understood artght, but also, by a long previous discourse, variously
prepareth their wntuds unto a most diligent attention.  And the
reason of it was, not only beeause they had utterly lost the under-
standing that was given in these things formerly, but also because
the true understanding of them would put an end at that time unto
that priesthood anud worship which they had adhered unto. Where-
fore until this time the church was not able to bear the truc under-
standing of this mystery, and now they could ne longer be without
it. Hence it is here so fully and particularly declared Ly our apostle,
Aud wo may obscrve,-——

Obs. XX VL That the church never did in any age, nor ever shall,
want that instruction by divine revelation which is needful unto its
edification in faith and obedience,—This it had iu all ages, accord-
ing unte that gradual progression which God gave unto light and
truth in the cxplication of the great mystery of Ins grace, which was
bid in him from the foundation of the world.  An instance Liercof
we lave in the things which concern this Melclisedee, as we have
obgerved, The church had necver need to lock afler the traditions
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of their fathers, or Lo Letake themselves unto their own inventions;
their i.nstruction by revelation was always sufficicut for the state and
condition wherein they were. Much more, therefore, is it so now,
when the sum and perfection of all divine revelations is given in
unto us by desus Christ.

Obs. XXVII 1t is a great honour to serve in the ¢hurch, by doing
or suffering, for the use and service of future gencrations.—This was
the honour of Melchisedec, that he was employed in a service the
true use and advantage whereof was not given in unto the church
unlil many generations after. And I add suffering unto doing,
because it is well known what glories have sprung up in future ages
upon the past sufferings of others, o

Obs. XX VIIL The Seripture is so absolutely the rule, measure, and
boundary of our faith and knowledge in spiritual things, as that
what it conceals is instructive, ag well as what it exprosseth.—This
the apostle manifests in many of Lis observations concerning Mel-
chisedec, aud his infercnees from thence. But I have, as I remern-
ber, discoursed somewhat hereof before,

(2 Our next inquiry is, wherein Melchisedee was typical of
Charist, or what of all this belongeth unto the following assertion
that “he was made like unto the Son of God;” that is, so described
as that he might have a great resemblance of him.

Ans. Tt is generally thought that he was so 7n the whole, and
in every particular mentioned distinetly. Thus he is said to be
“without father, and without mother” (no mention is made of them)
because the Lord Clirist was in some sense so alse. He was with-
out father on earth as to his human nature; with respect whereunto
God says that he will “create a new thing in the carth, a woman
ghall compass a man,” Jer, xxxi. 22,—or conceive a man without
natural generation. And he was without mother as to his person
or divine nature, being the “only begotten of the Father,” by an
eternal generation of his own person, But yet it must not he denied
but that, on the other side, he had both father and mother,—a
father as to his divine, and a mother as to his human nature; but
as to his whole person, lie was without father and mother. Again
whercas he is sald to be “without genealogy,” it is of somewhai’;
a difficult application; for the genealogy of Clrist was BiCheg
yoédws, OF ni1oin 19D, The “roll of his pedigree” is declared by
two of the evangelists, the one driving of it up to Abrabam, the
other unto Adam; as it was neccessary, to manifest the truth of his
human nature and the faithiulness of God in the accomplishment of his
promises. It may be, therefore, respect is had unto these words of
the prophet, Tsa. liii. 8, 00 " 171« Who shall declare his gene-
ration?’ there was somewhat in hisage and gencration, by reason of
his divine pre-existence unto all, that was incffable,
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Again, he is said to be “without beginning of days and end of
life”  And this also is spoken by our apostle with respect unto the
narration of Moses, wherein mention is made neither of the one nor
of the other. And it belongs unto his conformity unto the Sou of
God, or that wherein he represented him; for as unto his dryine per-
son, the Lord Christ had neither the onc nor the other, as the apostle
proves, ITeb. i. 10-12, from Ps. cii. 25-27. But on the other side, a3
to his human nature he had both, he had Loth beginning of days and
end of life; both which are upon solemn record, Wherefore it should
scemn that if there be a likeness in these things on the ouc account,
there is none on the othier, and so no advaniage iu the comparison.

Clonsidering these difficulties in the application of these partici-
lars, some do judge that these instances do mot belong uuto the
analogy and resemblauee between Christ and Melchiscdec, but are
introduced only in order unto what cnsucs, namely, he “abideth a
priest for ever,” wherein alone the similitude bebween him and Clirist
doth consist.  And so, they say, we find things quoted in the Scrip-
ture at large, wheu only some one passage in 1t may be used directly
unto the business in hand. But although this will be difficultly
proved,-—namely, that any testimony is cited in the Seripture

“whercof any principal part of it Lelongs mot unto the matter de-

signed to be confirmed,—yet 1t may be granted that it is so some-
times, when the sense of the whole context is to be taken in. But
there was no reason, on this ground, that the apostle should make
so many obscrvations on what was pot spoken at all, which in an
ordinary way ought to have Leen mentioued, i the whole of what
he so observed was not at all to his purpose.

Wherefore it must be granted, as that which the plain design of
the apostle exacteth of us, that Melehisedec even in these things in
the story,—that he was “ without father, without mother, without
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor cnd of life,”-—was
a type and representative of Christ. But it is not of the person of
Christ absolutely, nor of either of his natures distinctly, that our
apostle Lreateth, but merely with respect unto his office of priesthood.
And herein all the things mentioned do concur in him, and make
a lively representation of him. Tt was utterly a new doctrine unto
the Hobrews, that the Lord Christ was a priest, the only high priest
of the church, so as that all other priesthood must cease. And their
chief objection against it was, that 1t was contrary unlo the law, and
inconsistent with it; and this because he was not of the line of the
priests, neither as to father, or mother, or gencalogy, nor had any to
succced him.  But in this type of his the apostle proves that all this
was to be so.  For, [1.] In this respect Le had neither father nor
mother from whom bLe might derive any right or title unto his
office; and this was for ever sufficient to exclude him from any in-
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terest in the priesthood as it was established by law.  [2] Tlo had
no genealony wpon the priestly line; and that which 1s recorded of
Lim on other acconnts is so far from having respect unto his right
unto the priesthood of the law, that it directly proves and demon-
strates that he had nonc. For his gencalogy is evidently of the
tribe of Judab, which was excluded legally from that office; as we
have, besides the institution, an instance in king Uzziah, 2 Chron,
xxvi, 16-21, from Exod sxx. 7, 8; Numb. xviii. 7. Mence cur
apostle concludes, that had he been on the earth—that is, under
the order of the law,—Le could not have been a priest; there being
others who, by virtue of their desceut, had alone the right there-
nnto, Heb. viit. 3, 4. Whercfore God in these things instructed the
church that he would erect a pricsthood which should no way de-
pend on natural generation, descent, or genealogy; whence 1t evit-
ably follows, that the state of the priesthood under the law was to
cease, and o give place nnto another,~—which our apostle principally
designs to prove. [3.] In this respect also the Lord Christ was
“ without beginning of days and end of life.”  For although in his
human nature he was both born and died, yet he had a priesthood
which had no such besinning of days as that it should be traduced
from any other to him, nor shall ever cease or be delivered over from
him unto any other, but abides unto the consummation of all things,

In these things was Melehisedee made like unto Christ, whom
A Qupsai- the apostle here calls the Son of God; “made like unto
we wi mis the Bon of God” I have formerly observed, that in
Toii Broi, this epistle the apostle makes mention of the Lerd
Christ under various appellations, on various occastons, so that in
one place or another he makes use of all the names whereby lie is
significd in the Scripture. Ilcre he ealls him “the Son of God;”
and that, 1. To intimate that although Melchisedec was an excel-
lent person, yet was he infinitely hencath him whom he represented,
even the Son of God. e was not the Son of God, bot he Lad the
honour in so many things to be made like unto him. 2. To de-
clare how all those things which were any way represented in Mcl-
chisedes, or couched in the story, or left untoe inquiry by the veil of
silenee drawn over them, could be fulfilled in our high pricst ;—and
it was from heuce, namely, that he was the Son of God. By virtue
hereof was he capable of an always hiving, aliding, uninterrupted
priesthood, although as to Lis human nature he once died, in the
discharge of that office.

This deseription being given of the person treated of, which makes
up the subject of the preposition, it is aflirmed concern-
ing him that he “abideth a pricst for ever.” For any
thing we tind in the story, of his dealh, or the rosigna-
tion of his office, or the succession of any one unto him therein, “ he

My f!pti;
l'!j Ta Enleés.
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abideth a priest for cver.”  Some, I find, have been venturing at
some obscure conjectures of the perpetuity of the priesthood of Mcl-
chisedec in heaven. But 1 cannot perceive that they well under-
stood themselves what they intended. Nor did they consider that
the real continuance of the priesthood for ever in the person of Mel-
chisedec, is as inconsistent with the priesthood of Christ as the con-
tinuance of the same office in the linc of Aaron. DBut things are so
related concerning him in the Seripture, as that there is no mention
of the ending of the priesthood of his order, nor of his own petsonal
administration of his office, by tloath or ot,her\\ls:e Itence is he
said to “ abide a priest for ever.” This was that which our apustle
principally designed to confirm from hence, namely, that there was
in the Scripture, Lefore the institution of the Aaranical priesthood,
a rcpresentation of an eternal, unchangeable pricsthood, to be in-
traduced tu the chinreli; which he demonstrates to be that of Jesus
Christ.

It may not he amiss, in the elose of this exposition of these verses,
sammatily to represenl the several partienlars wlercin the apostle
would have us to observe the likeness Loetween Melchisedee and
Christ; or rather, the (ﬂ;pecml excellencies and properties of Christ
that were reproxentul in Lhe account given of the name, reign, per-
son, and oflices of Melchisedee; as,—

l. He was said to be, and he really was, and he only, first e
hing of ')'7'_;.’z£cow.mess‘ and then the Ling of peuce; secing he alone
brought in everlasting rightcousness and made peace wnth Cenl for
sinpers.  And in his Junmlom alonc are these things to be found.

2. He was really and Lruly the priest of the most high God; aud
properly lie was so alone.  He offered that sacrifice, and made that
atonement, which was signified by all the sacrifices offered by holy
mnen from the foundation of the world,

3. 1le blesseth oll the fuithful, as Abralam, the father of e
Saithful, was blessed by Melehisedec. In him were they to be
blessed, by him are they blessed,— through him delivered irom the
curse, und all the fruits of it; nor are they partakers of any blessing
but from lLim.

4. Me recetvell @l the homage of his people, all their grateful
acknowledgments of the love and favour of God in the congnest of
their spiritual aclversarics, and deliverance from them, as Melehisedee
reecived the tenth of the spoils from Abraham,

5. e was really without progenitors or predecessors unto his
office; nor would I exclude that mystical scnse from the intention
of the place, that hie was without father as to his human natere, and
without mother as to his divine,

6. e was a priest without gencelogy, or derivation of his pedi-
gree from the lotus of Aaron, or any uther that ever was o pricst
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in the world ; and moreover, mysteriously, was of a gencration which
none can declare,

7. He bad, in Lis divine person, as the high priest of the church,
neither beginning of days nor end of life, as no such thing is re-
ported of Melchisedec ; for the death which he underwent, in the
discharge of his office, being not the death of his whole person, but
of his human nature only, no interruption of bis endless office did
ensue thercon. For although the person of the Son of God died,
whence God is said to “redcem his church with his own blood,”
Acts xx. 28; yet he died not in his whole person: but as the Son of
man was in heaven whilst lic was speaking on the earth, John iii.
13,—namely, he was so in his divine nature; so whilst he was dead
on the carth in his human nature, the satne person was alive in his
divine. Absolutely, therefore, nor in respect of his office, he had
neither beginning of days nor end of life.

8. He was really the Son of God, as Melchisedec in mapy cir-
cumstances was made like to the Son of God.

9. He alone abideth a prigst for ever; whereof we must particu-
larly treat afterwards,

The doctrinal observations that may be taken from these verses
are,—

0Obs. XX1X. When any were of old designed to be types of
Christ, there was a necessity that things more excellent and glorious
should be spoken or intimated of them than did properly belong
unto them.—So, many things arc here observed of Melchisedec
which were not properly and literally fulfilled in him. And so
there are likewise of David aud Solomon, in sundry places. And
the reason is, beeause the things so spoken were never intended of
them absolutely, but as they were designed to represent the Lord
Christ, unto whom alone they did truly belong.  And in the exposition
of such typical prophecies, the nutnost diligence is to he nsed in dis-
tinguishing aright what is absolutely spoken of the type only, and
what is spoken of it merely as representing Christ himself,

Obs. XXX, All that might be spoken, so as to have any pro-
bable application in any sense unto things and persons typically,
coming short of what was to be fulfilled in Chyist, the IToly Ghost,
in lus infinite wisdorn, supplied that defect, by ordering the account
which he gives of thein so as more might be apprehended and
learned from them than could be expressed.—And where the glory
of his person, as vested with his oflice, could not be represented by
positive applications, it is done by a nystical silence, as in this
story of Melchisedec.  And the inost eminent and gloricus things
assigned unto types, as such, have a more glorious signification in
Christ than they have in them. See to this purpose our cxposition
oo chap. 1. 5.

Still wat
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Obs. XXX1. That Christ, abiding a priest for ever, hath no more
a vicar, or successor, or substitute in his office, or any deriving a
real priesthood from him, than had Melchisedec; whereof we shajl
speak afterwards.

Obs. XXXIL The whole mystcry of divine wisdom, effecting all
inconcecivable perfections, centred in the person of Christ, to make
him a meet, glorious, and most excelient priest nnto God in the be-
half of the church.——This it is the principal design of the whole
gospel to demonstrate, nanely, to declare that all the treasurces of
divine wisdom and knowledge are hid in Jesus Christ, Col ii 3.
The constitution of his person was the greatest mystery that ever
infinite wisdom eficcted, 1 Tim. 1ii. 16, And thereby did God
gloriously represent himself and all his mfinite perfections unto us,
Heh. i. 3; Col. 1. 14, 15; 2 Cor. iv. 6. Had he not had the divine
nature, he could not have been the “express image™ of God 1in
Limself; and had he not been man, he could not have represented
him unto us. Nor cau any thing be more mysteriously glorious than
tlie furniture of his person as mediator, with all fulness of power,
wisdom, and grace, for the accomplishment of his work, John 1. 16;
Col. 1. 18, 19, i1 9; Phil. ii. 5-11.  The work that he wronght, in
offering himself a sacrifice and making atonement for sin, hath the
Lighest, inconceivable impression of divine wisdom upon it, 1 Johu
il 16; Acts xx. 28; Rev. v. 9; Eph. v. 2;—and so also hath the
grace that is from thence administered by him and from him, unto
Jews and Gentiles, Eph. iii. 8-11.  And instances of the like kind
may be multiplied. And we may consider thenee, first, into what
condition of sin and misery we were fallen by our apostasy from
(fod, whenee nothing would or could recover us hut this blessed
work of the whole mystery of divine wisdom ; and then the unspeak-
able riches and excellencies of that wisdom, love, and grace, which
provided this way for our recovery.

VERSES 4, 5.

The procced of these verses is unto the application of what was
before discoursed. TFor having proved that Christ, the promised
Messiah, was to be a “ priest after the order of Melchisedee,” from
Ds. cx.,-and given a deseription both of the person and oflice of this
Melchisedee, from the histovical narration of them as laid down by
Moscs; he makes application of the whole unto kis present pur-
pose: and from the consideration of sundry particulars in his
deseription, he confirms in gencral the argument which he had in
Land.  Tor that which priucipally he designeth to prove is, that a
more exccllent priesthood than that of Aaron being introduced, ac-
cording to the purpose and pronuse of God, it followed necessanly
that that pricsthood, with all the worship, rites, and ceremonies
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which belonged unio it, was to cease and be taken out of the way
for as this new, promised priesthood was inconsistent with it, and
conld not be established without the abolition of it, so it brought a
far greater benefit and spiritual advantage unto the church than it
before enjoyed.  Amnd we are not to wonder that the apostle insists
50 much Lereon, and that with all sorts of arquments, especially
such as the Old Testament furnished him withal; for this was the
hinge on which the eternal salvation or destruction of that whole
church and people at that time did turn.  TFor if they would not
forego their old priesthoed and worship, their ruin was unavoidable;
-—Churist would ecither be rejected by them, or be of ne profit unte
them. Accordingly things fell out thus with the most of them ;—they
clave absolutely unto their old institutions, and, rejecting the Lord
Christ, pevshed in their unbelief.  Others contended for the con-
tinuance of their priesthood and worship, for which they supposed
they had invineible rensons, although they admitted the profession
of Christ and the gospel therewithal. But our apostle, knowing
how iuconsistent these things were, and how the retaining of that
persuasion would keep them off at present from believing the ne-
cessity, usefulness, glory, and advantages, of the priesthood of Christ,
and the spiritual worship of the gospel, as alse dispese them unto
apostasy for the future, Iabourcth by all means to eradicate this
pernicious, fundamental error out of their minds. Unto this end
doth he so diligently ingist on all the instances, and particulars of
them, wherchy Gaod of old did intimate unto their fovefathers the
introduction of this alteration, with the advantage of the church
thereby.  And I mention these things, that we may sce the reason
the apostle did so scrupulously, as it were, insist on all the ensuing
particulars, which otherwise we may not so easily discern the necessity
of ; and withal to show, 1. How hard it is to dispossess the minds of
men of inveterate persuasions in religion ; 2. The great care and
diligence they ought to use and exercise who have the care of the
souls of men committed unto them, when they discern them in
apparent danger of ruin,

That the old priesthood was to he rcmoved, and the new one
mentioned to be introduced, he proves in the first place by the
greatness of the person who was first chosen of God to prefigure
and represent the Lovd Christ in his office of priesthood.  For if he
were so excellent in his person and office, as deservedly to be pre-
ferred above Aaron and all his successors, then lie who was pre-
figured and representcd by him must be so also; yea, be so much
more, as that which is typed out and signified is, and always must
be, more excellent than the type and sign, which are of no use but
with respect thercunto.

In these verses he chooseth out his first instance, in what he had

ViR 4, 5] FPISTLE TO TIIE IIEBREWS, 243

observed before out of the narralive of Moses conccrning the great-
ness and exccllency of Melchisedee, in that he received tithes of
Abraham. 1lis design is to prove him more excellent and greater
than all the Levitical priests.  Batl herein he takes a step backward,
and begins with Abraham himself, from whom both people and
priests coufessedly derived all their privileges.  And he produceth
his instance in the case of tithes, whereon, as it is known, the whole
Yevitical priesthood did depend.  And this the apostle knew fuil
well, that if once he proved him greater than Abraham, he should
not nced, with that people, to prove him above any of his posterily,
but they wonld immediately give over the contest.  So in their ex-
ceptions unto our Savigur's testimony concerning himself, they
acknawledge they could proceed no higher.  “Art thou,” say they,
“ greater than our father Abrakam ? whem makest thou thyself to
be?” John viil 53. Rut yet our apostle, not content herewith, to
obviate all pretences, proves distinetly afterwards that the whole
order of the Levitical priests were infirior unto him.

- - . T
Ver, 4, 5.— Qewpilre 8%, wxiizog olrog, o nul dexciony " Abpodp thwaey
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Ouapeire ¥, “ considorate,” # speoiate”  Syr,, 37, vilete.” Vulg. Lat,
Sintueming.” © Consider,” “ belhold,” ® contemplate.”  Berious consideration
with dilipent infuition is intended, Tlprfess olreg,  “ Quantus hic VgL YVl
Lat. «Fuerit” is supphicd by others; as by us, “how great this man was."”
Byr., ¥I7 37 ¥23, € quum magaus hie”  Astdrge ix Tav drepobivioy.  Brza, ¢ de-
cimas spoliorum ;” ¥ decimas de spoliis hostinm 3 ¢ e spoliisy” Vulg. L.'_lt.l, “ 4001-
nias de praeipnis” of “ the chiefest things,” The Syriac mukes a distinetion:
*‘Dv"“'“ ¥7273 9 ithes and fivst-frnits!

Ver. 4.—Consider then low great this man was, unto
whom cven the patriarcli Abraliam gave the tenth of
the spoils.

The duty of the Hebrews, upon the proposition of the state of
Melehisedec, before insisted on, is Tere pressed on them. And the

Exrosition.—To meet the objection, that sio stress ean Te Taid on the cir-
cumstance that Melehisedec received titlies, inasimuch as tln_‘c Lievilical priests also
reeeiverd them, the apostle, according to El,nrm'rl,\ar;:ues_. ’l. ¥ ron; l’he fact t‘hrlt‘th[‘_\'
received the priesthinod in virtue of descent,— Ty ispmreiny haplaverrect 2. I rom
their right to tithes by seadite, whereas Abraham gave 1ithes In'J\]l‘]('hISO[‘!l'C
voluntarily: 3. I'rom the Timnitation of the Levitieal 1'![{hr.l to the amee, the (:h(_)wr{
peaple, while that of Melehisedee stretehed beyornd l_us t_rlhr_v, and Wi I‘(‘L‘(JF_‘;I—)IF;H
by Abraham : and, 4. Descent from j\l'll":lh.’u'll, while it secured '-'ll’hcf, for the
Lievites, involved (hose who were not Levites in the burden of paying, theneh
thev came out of 1he loins af Abraham.”  Ebrard sums the whole wpin a Iﬂ.'\l.]‘lc-
atical formula: Melehisedes 2> > [Alraham 2> (Levites Z- not Levites)].—Iip,
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words contain both a respect unto the preceding discourse, a dufy
preseribed, the object of that duly, and the reason of a gualification
therein expressed, amplified by the title, state, and condition of one
persen concerned.

1. The note of respect unto the preceding discourse is in the
particle &; which we render “now,” * consider now,
then, or therefore.” ‘But do you consider. The things
Lefore laid down are, as of importance in themselves, so of your
especial concerniment.’

2. The especial duty which he preseribes unto them, with respect
unto the things proposed by him concerning the ex-
cellency of Melchisedec and his office, is, that they would
“ consider” it.

He doth four times in this cpistle call the Hebrews unto this
especial duty of an intense consideration of the things proposed
unto them, as we have translated his words, and that not unduly,
chap. iii. 1, x. 24, xit. 3, and in this place. Chap. uL 1, x. 24, we
have the same word in the original, »ararefeere; whose rrportance

Ai,

Buapiirs i,

hath been declared on chap. iii. 1. Chap. xii. 3, the word is drvare-

yiousd:, which significs * to call things unto a due reckoning and
account,” s0 as to confortn our ninds unto them; which is our great
duty with respect unto the patient sufforings of Christ, there in-
tended. The word lere used signifies “ diligently to behold,” “ con-
template on,” or “to look into” the things proposed unto us  He
had before warned them that what he had to discourse on this
subject was difficult and hard to Le understood; but withal, such
was its use and excellency, that neithier would le refrain from de-
claring of them, nor ought they to sparc any pains in a diligent
inquiry into them. Having thercfore laid down the matter of fact,
and stated the whole subject which he designed to treat upon, he
adds their duty with respect thercunto. And this, in the first
place, is, that they would “heedfully and diligently look inteo
them.”

Obs. I. It will be fruitless, and to no advantage, to propose or
declare the most important truths of the gospel, if those unto whom
they are propesed do not diligently inquire into them.—aAnd lere
those unto whotn the dispensation of the gospel 18 committed are
pressed with no small difliculty, as our apostle professeth that ke
was in this very case. For whercas it is incumbent on them, in that
declaration of the whole counsel of God which is cnjoined them,
to insist upon sundry things that are deep, mysterious, and hard to
be understood; when their hearers, for want of & good foundation of
knowledge in the principles of religion, or through carelessness in
attending nnto what is delivered, do not eome unto a due perception
and understanding of them, it is very grievous to see their own
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labours and others” profit disappointed. Wherefore, if men think
they have nothing to do but as it were to give the hearing unto
such as endeavour to carry them on to perfection, they will lose all
the advantage of their ministry. This duty, therefore, i1s liere pre-
scribed by the apostle with respect unto this truth, to obviale this
slothful frame. And we may on this oceasion briefly name the things
that are required thereunto; as, 1. Sense of a concernment wn them.
Unless this be well fixed on the mind, men will never diligently
attend unto them, nor duly consider them, If, upon the proposal
of sacred truths that appear hard to be understood, they begin to
think that this belongs not unto them, it is for others who are more
exercised than they, it is not likely they would ever endeavour to
apprehend them aright.  And this very frame keeps many on a low
form of knowledgr all their days.  Iossibly, also, this neglect is in-
creased in many by the spreading of a late foolish apprehension,
that we are upon the matter to look after nothing but the doctrines
and precepts of moralily that are in the Seripture; but as for the
more spiritual mysteries of grace, we arc not concerned in them,
Whiere this principle is once imbibed, men will rest and satisfy them-
gelves in the most profound ignorance; and not only so, but despise
all such as endeavour to be wiser than themselves.  Dui, 2. Unto a
due apprehension of these things, there is mot only required a sense
of our concernment, but also o delight in them. If the light be not
pleasant unto us, as well as useful, we shall not value it nor seck
after it.  When such mysterious truths ag that here insisted on by
our apostle are preposed unto men, if they have no delight in sueh
things, they will never be at the cost and pains of inquiring into
them with neeessary diligence.  Curlosity, indeed, or a Lumour to
pry into things we liave not secn, and which we cannot sec in a due
manner, because not revealed, is everywhere condemmed by our
apostle, who warns us all to be “ wise unlo sobriety,” and not above
what 1s writlen.  Dnt there is a secret delight and complaceney of
mind in every beam of spiritual light shining in its proper divine
revelation, wlien the soul is dispoesed aright unto the reception of it.
Without this in some measure, we shall not ¢ follow on to know,”
nor thrive in knowledge. 3. Study, meditation, and prayer, with
the diligent wse of all other means appoinled for the search and
mvestigalion of the truth, do close this duty. Without these things
in hearers, ministers lose all their labour in the declaration of the most
important mysteries of the gospel.  This the apostle, as to the pre-
gent case, designs to obviate in the frequent preseription of this duty.

That which the apostle proposcth in the first place, and
in general, ns the ohject of this inquiry and consideration,
is TIxrineg o¥rog, “Quantus iste erat.” The word respects
greatness and excelleucy In any kind: “Nunc quantus Achilles,”

Mndixes co-
13

bvival Books

whloads.com



http://www.PuritanDownloads.com

346 AN EXPOSITION OF TIIE [crrar. vin,

“Quantus erat Julius Cwsar,” and the like.  And this greatness of
Melchisedec respected neither the endowments of his person, nor the
largeness of his dominion, nor lis riches or wealth; in which sense
some arc said to be great o the Scriplure, as Job, Barzillal, and
others: but it regards alone his dignity with respect unto his office, and
his nearness unto God on that account. That which these Hebrews
insisted on, ag their chief and fundamental privilege in Judaism, and
which they were most unwilling to forego, was the greatness of their
predecessors, with their nearness unto God in favour and office. In
the first way, as to divine love and favour, they gloried in Abraham,
and opposed the privilege of being bis children on all oceasions unto
the person and doetrine of Christ, Johu viii. 33, 53.  And in the
latter, thoy thought Aaron and lis successors to be preferred above
all the world. And whilst they were under the power and intluence
of these appreliensions the gospel could not but be ungrateful unto
them, as depriving them of their priviieges, and rendering their con-
dition worse than it was before.  T'o undeceive them in this matter,
and to demonstrate how nunspeakably all those in whom they trusted
came short of the true high priest of the chureh, he calls them to
consider the greatness of him whose only eminence consisted in
being a type or representative of him,  Wherefore the greatness of
Meclchisedee, hiere proposed unto carnest consideration, is that which
he had in representing Jesus Christ, and his nearness unto God on
that account. And it were well that we were all really convinced
that all {rue greatness consists in the fuvour of God, and our near-
ness wnto him, on the acconnt of our relakion wnto Jesus Christ.
We neither deny nor undervalue any mau’s weallh or power hercby.
Let those who are rich and wealthy in the world be accounted and
ealled great, as the Seripture sometimes calls them so; and let those
who are high in power and antlority be so esteemed,—we would
derogate nothing from them which is their duc: but yet the great-
ness of them all is but particular, with respect unto some certain
things, and therefore fading and perishing; but this greatuess and
henour, of the favour of God and nearness unto him, on the accouut
of relation unto Jesus Christ, is general, abiding, yea, cternal,

The proof of the apostle’s asserliom, included in that iuterroga-
tion, “ low pgreat this man was,” follows in an instance of what he
Lad before observed aund proposed unto them, “ Unto whom even
the patriareh Abvaham gave the tenth of the spoils,”—
& wod dexclrny flwxer Brxelryy, that is mepider, “the tenth
part.” The conjunction zei is emphatical; and although
in the original it is joined with dedens, yot in econstruction it is to
be understood with “ Abraham;”—not, “ unto whoin Abrakamn gave
even the tenth;” but, “ unto whom cven Abrahain gave the tenth,”
as it Is in our trauslation,

T xai Bt
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The proof of the greatness of Melchisedee from hence consists in
three things: 1. In the nomination of the person that was subject
vnto him, or “ Abraham.” 2. In the gualification of his person; he
wa3 ‘““the patriarch.” 8. In what he did; “he gave him the tenth
part of the spoils.”

1. As to the person himself, he was the stock and root of the whole
people, their common father, in whom they were first
scparated [rom the other nations to be a people of themn-
sclves, And hercin they had a singular revercence for him, as gene-
rally all nations have for the first founders of their political state;
who among the idolatrons heathens were commonly deified, and
made the olyects of their roligious adoration.  But morcover, it was
he who first received the promise and the covenant, with the token
of 1t, and by whom alonc they put in their claim unto all the pri-
vileges and advantages which they gloried in above all nations in
the world. This Abraham, therefore, they esteemed next unto God
himself.  And their posterity do now place him in hcaven above the
angels, hardly allowing that the Messiah himself should be exalted
above him, and tell a foolish story how he tock it il that the Mes-
siab should be on the right hand, and he on the left hand of God.
But it is sufficiently evident from the Gospel, how much in those
days they boasted of him, and trusted in hinn.  Hence it is that our
apostle expresseth it so emphatically, “even Abrabam.”

2. The qualification of his person, and his title thereon, are added
in like manwer: he was & aurprdpyns. A patriarch” Is
a futher; that is, a prince or vuler of a family,—a ruling
father.  And these patriarchs were of tlhirce sorts among the Jews,
Of the first sort was he alone who was the first separated progenitor
of the whole nation. He was their /™ 2% —the first juther of
all that great family. Secondly, There were such as succeeded fam,
from whowm the whole nation in like manner descended, as Isaac and
Jacob; who were “heirs with him of the same promise,” 1Ieb. x1. 9.
Thirdly, Such as were the first heads of their fwefve tribes, into which
the nation was divided ; that 15, the twelve sons of Jacol, who are ealled
patriarchs, Acts vii. 8,9.  Others that followed them, as David (who
is also ealled a patriareh, Aetsii, 29), were termed so in allusion unto
them, and being signally the progenitors of a most eminent family
among them.  Now it is ovident that the first of these on all ac-
counts i3 the principal, and hath the pre-eininence over all the rest.
And this was Abraham alone. Wherefore if any one were greater
than Abraham, and that in his own time, it must be acknowledged
it was upon the account of some privilege that was above all that
ever that whole nation as descendants from Ahrabam were made
partakers of  But that this was so, the apostle proves by the in-
stance ensuing, namcly, that he gave to Melchisedee, cte.
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3 "Eduxe, “he gave” them; yot not arbitrarily, but in the way of

rEhune, 3 Decessary duty; not as an honorary respect, but as a

religious office.  And he gave thus dexarny,—that is,
pepide, or WD, the “tithe portion;” delivering it up unto his use
and disposal, as the priest of the most high God. And this tenth
was riv axpodiviwy, as the apostle interprets the passage
in Moses,—of the “spoils of war.” @/ is “acervus,”
“a heap of corn,” or any useful things; dxpefivo is the top of the
heap,” the best of it, from whence the first-fruits were taken for
sacred services. And because it was the custom of all nations after-
wards to dedicate or devote some portion of what they got in war
nnto religious scrvices, the word itself came to signify *the spoils of
war.” At first it was the portion that was taken out of the whole;
and afterwards the whole itself was signified by it. Now, although
Abraham had reserved nothing unto himsclf of what belonged unto
the king of Sodom and his companions, yct the army and kings which
lie liad newly slain and destroyed having smitten sundry other na-
tions, Gen. xiv. 5-7, and dealt with them as they did with Sodem and
the otlier towns,—took all their goods and provision, verse 11,—and
being now on their return home, and laden with prey, it fell all into
the hand of the conqueror.  “The tenth part of the spoils,” in every
kind, might probably be a very great offering, Loth for saerifice and
sacred dedication in the place where Melchisedee ministered in his
office.  What further concerns the greatness of this man, the apostle
further declarcs in the ensning verses, where it will fall under con-
sideration. I'rom this one instance, of Abraham’s paying tithes unto
him, it is in a great measure already evinced.

But how eame Melehisedec to be thus great? Is it because he
was originally in himself more wise and honourable than any of the
sons of men?  "We read no such thing concerning him; which the
apostle declares to be the rule and measure of all our conceptions in
this matter. Is it that he attained this dignity and greatoess by
his own industry and endeavours? as the prophct says of some, that
“their judgment and their dignity procecd from themselves,” Hal.
1. 7. Neither do we find any thing of that nature aseribed unto him,
The sole reason and cause hereof is, that God raised him up andd dis-
posed of him into that condition of his own good pleasure.  And we
may sce in him, that,—

Obs. IL The sovercign will, pleasure, aud grace of God, is that
alone which puts a difference among men, especially in the ehurch—
He makes men great or small, high or low, eminent or obseure, as it
reemeth good unto him.  * He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,
and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars
of the earth are the Lorp’s, and le hath set the world upon then,”

Tay dxpodivioar,

C o
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1 Sam. ii. 8; which is plentifully elsewhere testifted unto.  Whence
was it that the twelve poor fishermen were madc apostles, to “sit on
twelve tbrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel,” and becoming
princes in all nations? Who made the most glortous apostle of the
first and fiercest persccutor?  Was it not Hc who “hath merey on
whom he will have merey,” and is “ gracious unto whom he will be
gracious?”  And it is laid down as a universal rule, that no man
hath any thing in this kind but what he hath freely received; nor
doth any mau make himself to differ from others, 1 Cor, iv. 7. For,
1. God lays the foundation of all spiritual differenees among men in
hig sovercign decree of eternal clection, Rom. ix. 11-16; Kph. 1. 4.
And among them that are chosen, he calleth them when and how
he pleasctly, both unto grace and employment or work, And, 2. As
to grace, giits, and spirtual endowments, the Holy Spirit « divideth
unto cvery man as he will,” 1 Cor. xi1. 11, Let cvery onc, then, be
contented with hislot and condition; let every one endeavour to fill up
the place and state whercin he is fixed, and as he is called to abide
with God.  Let God be owned in all his gifts and graces; and our
souls be humbled in what we come short of others; and the sove-
reignty of grace admired, in all the different cffects of it which we
Lehold.

Obs. 11I. Whereas even Abraham himself gave the tenth of all
to Melchisedec, we may observe, that the highest privilege exempts
not any from the ebligation unto and performanoce of the meanest
duty.—Notwithstanding all those advantages and privileges which
Abrabam was possessed of, on the account whereof he was mighty
in his own days, and almost adored by his posterity, yet when the
meanest duty was presented unto him, he readily complied with it.
Nor ought it to be otherwise with any, TFor, 1. Privilege is less
than duty. A man may have the greatest privileges and yet be re-
Jjected; Lut the least sincere duty shall not be unrewarded: for duty
indeed is our chiefest honour and advantage. And for men to pre-
tend to such advancements in tle church of God, as that they should
be exempted therchy Irom the ordinary labour of the ministry, is
horrid pride and ingratitude. But when spiritual or ccclesiastieal

privileees are pretended to conntenance men in a life or course of

idleuess, sloth, pleasure, scusuality, or worldliness in any kind, it is
a critne that, it may he, we as yet want a name to express,  Where-
fore, 2. Whatever is pretended, that is no privilege which either
exempts a man fromn or hinders him in and unto the perfortuance of
any duty whatever. It is such a privilege as, being well improved,
will send men to helll It will prove no otherwise, let the pretence
be what it will. For, 3. There are indeed but two ends of any pri-
vilegres whercol in this world we may be made partakers; whereof the
first is to enable us unto duty, and the other is to encourage us there-
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unto. Hereunto we may add, that when any are highly exalted in
privileges, so that they have an advantage thereby to give an eminent
example unto others 1o the performance of their duties, when these
ends are not pursued, all privileges, promotions, dignities, exaltations,
are snares, and tend unto the ruin of men’s souls.  There are things
still of this nature, both as unto whole churches and asunto particular
persons. Some churches are like Capernaum as to the outward
means of grace,—as it were lifted up to heaven. Let them take
heed of Capernaum's judgment, in being brought down as low as
hell for their abuse of theni, or negligence in their improvement.
Some persons have eminent endowments; and if they are not emi-
nent in service, they will prove to their disadvantage: yea, the highest
privileges should nmake men ready to condescend unto the meanest
duties. This is that which our Lord Jesus Christ so signally in-
structed his disciples in, “when he himself washed their feet, and
taught them the same duty towards the rocanest of his disciples,
John xiii, 11-17.

Obs. V. Opportunities for duty, which render it beautiful, ought
diligently to be embraced.—So did Abraham as uuto this duty,
upon his meeting of Melchisedee. Hence the performance of this
duty became so renowned, and was of the use whereunto it is here
applied by our apostle. It is season that gives every thing its
beauty. And omission of seasons, or tergiversations under thern, are
evidences of a lieart much under the power of corrupt lusts or unbelief.

Obs. V. Wleu the instituted usc of consecrated things ceaseth, the
things tliemselves cease to be sacred or of esteein,.—For what he-
came of all these dedicated things after the death of Melchisedec?
They were no more sacred, the actual administratiorr of lis typical
priesthood ccasing. Of what use was the brazen serpent, after it was
taken from the pole whereon it was lifted up by God’s appointment?
or of what use would the lifting of it up be, when it was not under
an express command 2 We know it proved a snare, a means of idola-
try, and that was all. God’s institution is the foundation and warranty
of all consecration. All the men in the world cannot really consc-
crate or dedicate apy thing, but by virtue of divine appointment.
And this appointment of (God respected always a limited use, beyond
which nething was sacred.  And every thing kept beyond its appoint-
ment 1s like manna so kept; it breeds worms and stinketh.” These
things are manifest, from the consideration of all things that God
cver accepted or dedicated in the church. But ignorance of them is
that which hath filled the world with horrid superstition. How many
things have we had made saercd which never had warranty from any
institution of (lod l—monasteries, abbeys, persons, and lands, altars,
belis, utensils, with other thingg of the like nature very many; which,
whatever use they are of, yet all the men in the world cannot make
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them sacred. And the extending of the sacredness of dedicated
things beyond their use hath had a no less pernicious event. 1¥enec
was the useless reservation of the consecrated bread afier the sacra-
ment, and afterwards the idolatrous worship of it.  Dut these Lhings
are here occasionally only mentioned. The apostle adds, in the con-
firmation of his argument,—

Ver. 5.—And verily they that are the sons of Levi, who
recctve the office of the priesthood, have a command-
ment to take tithes of the people according to the law,

that 13, of their brethren, though they core out of the
loins of Abraham,

There is in these words an illustration and eonfirmalion of the
present argumeut, proving the preference of Melchisedec above
Abraham, from his giving the tithe or tenth of all unio Lim, and
conscquently receiving the blessing from him.  And thiy is taken
from what was determined in the law and acknowledged among the
Hebrews; with which kind of arguments the apostle doth principally
press them in the whole epistle, as we lave showed on many occa-

sions. Now this ig, that the priests, who received tithes by the law,

were superior in dignity and honour unto the people from whom they
did receive themr. And this was only declared in the law, for the
foundation of it was in the light of nature, as the apostle expressly
intimatcs in the instance of benediction afterwards.

There are considerable in the words, 1. The introduction of this
new eonfirmation of his foregoing arguinent. 2. A description of the
persons in whom he instanceth. 3. The action ascrihed unto them,
with its limitation, And, 4. The qualification of the persons on
whom their power was exercised :—

First, The tnéroduction of his reasoning lhercin is in these words,
Kl oi pivn.  The connection in the conjunction is plain;
yet not a reason is given of what was spoken before, hut a
continuation of the same argument with further proof is intended.
And he adds the note of observation, wé,  verily;” as if he had said,
“As to this matter of tithing, and what mnay thence justly be inferred
as to dignity and pre-eminenee, you may consider how 1t was under
the law ; and what I propose unto you, you will there find directly
confirmed.” Tt is a great advantage, to press thein with whom we
have to do from their own principles,

Secondly, The description of the persons in whom he instanceth
1s in these words, “The sons of Levi, who receive the ., . .-
oflice of the priesthood.” It was the pricsts dircetly A, igzrin
whom he iutended, or the suns of Aaron; and he might Aewbérerrs.
have so expressed it, ‘the priests according 4o the law.” But he varicth
lis expression for sundry reasons that appear in the conlext:—

Kai of utr,
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L. Because all the Levites did reccive tithes by the law, yea,
tithes in the first place werc paid unto them in common, But be-
causc their dignity among the people was Jess conspicuous than that
of the priests, and the design of the apostle is not merely to argue
from the giving of tithes nuto any, but the giving of them unto them
as priests, as Abraham gave tithes of all unto Melchisedee as priest
of the most high God, he thus expresseth it, “ The sons of Levi, who
receive the office of the priesthood.” For though all the sons of Levi
received tithes, yet all of themn did not receive the priesthood ; with
which sort of persens alone he was concerned.

2. He doth thus express it to introduce the mention of Levi,
whom he was afterwards to mention on the same occasion, and to
lay the weight of him and the whole tribe uunder the same argu-
ment.

3. He minds them, by the way, of another dignity of the priest-
hood, in that not all the posterity of Abraham, np, nor yet of Levi,
were partakers thereof, but it was a privilege granted only to one
part of them, even the family of Aaron. Anid these arc the persons
in whom he makes his instance. Thus God distributes dignity and
pre-eminence in the church as he pleaseth. Not all the posterity of
Abraham, but only those of Levi, were sel apart to receive tithes;
and not all the posterity of Levi, but only the family of Aaron, did
reccive the priesthoed. And this order of his sovereign pleasure
Cod required of them all te submit unte and acquicsee in, Numb.
xvi. 9, 10. And it is a dangerous thing, out of envy, pride, or
emulation, to transgress the bounds of dignity and office that God
hath prescribed; as we may see in the instance of Korah. For every
man to be contented with the station which God hath fixed him unto
by rule and providence, is his safety and honour. What God eall-
cth and disposeth men unto, therein are they to abide, and to that
are they to attend. It was new to the people, to set the whole tribe
of Levi, taken into a particnlar sacred condition, to attend for ever
on the worship of God; yet thercin they acquiesced. But when the
priests were taken out of the Levites, and exalted above them, some
of them wnurmured at it, and stirred up the congregation against
Aaron, as though he took too mueh upon him, and deprived the con-
gregation of their liberty, which yet was all holy. The end of this
sedition was known, notwithstauding the specious pretence of it.

Thirdly, What is ascribed unto these persons ensues in the words,

« Havc a commandment to take tithes of the peopls
oo o according to the law” They had “a eommand to take
coiv xor 2aév, tithes;” and they were to do it “ according to the law:”
=aré wh ri- the one was their warranty, and the other their rule;
ae for so are the “ commandment” and the “law” here to
be distinguished.

"Evrodhy ’l'x'
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1. They had a “ commandment to take tithes;”—that is, there
was a command or institution cnabling them so to do; for the com-
mand in the first place respected the people, making it their duty
to pay all their tithes unto the Levites. God did first take the tithe
to be hig pecaliar portion; and thereby alienated it from the people,
that they had no propriety in it. “ And all the tithe of the land,”
saith he, “is the Lorn’s,” Lev. xxvii. 30. Hence those that with-
held their tithes are said to “rob CGod,” Mal. iii. 8. And wherever
it can be manifested that God hath, by an institution of his own,
taken the whole tithes of any place into his own possession, there for
any to detain them for their own use, it is saertlege, and not else.
But God having thus in the land of Canaan taken them into his
own propriety, he commanded the people to pay them to the priests.
This command given unto the people to pay them, was a command
to the priests to receive them; for what men have a right to do in
the church, by God’s institution, that they have a command to do.
The right of the priests unto tithing was such, as that it was not at
all their liberty to forego it at their pleasure; yea, it was their sin so
to have done. The command whieh obliged others to pay them,
obliged them to reccive them. And they who on slight pretences
do forego what is due to them with respect unto their office, will on
o5 slight, when occasion serves, neglect what is due from them on
the same account. And this fell out frequently with the priests of
old; they neglected their wages, that they might have countenance
in the neglect of their work. And we may hence observe, that,—

Obs. V1. Rule, institution, and command, without regard unto
unrequired humility, or pleas of greater zeal and self-denial, unless
in cvident and cogent circumstances, are the best preservatives of
order and duty in the church—They are so in every kind, espe-
cially in the disposal of earthly things, such as the maintenance of
the officers of the church doth consist in. Neither the people’s pre-
tence of poverty, nor the ministers’ pretence of humility, will regulate
this matter as it ought to be. But as it is the people’s duty to provide
for them, wherein they exercise grace and obedience towards Jesus
Christ; so it is the ministers’ duty cheerfully to reccive what is their
due by the appointment of Christ, for they have a command so to
do. But whereas they are not many who are apt to transgress on
this hand, we shall not need further to press this consideration.
But we may add,—

Obs. VII. As it is the duty of those who are employed in sacred
ministrations to rcecive what the Lord Christ hath appointed for
their supportment, and in the way of his appoiutment, so it is
likewise, without trouble, solieitousncss, or complaint, to acquiesce
therein.~So was it with the priests of old, they were to receive their
portion, and to acquiesce in their portien; the neglect of which duty
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was the sin of the sons of Eli. We take it for granted that the
way of maintenance is changed as to the ministers of holy things
under the new testament. That the law of maintenance is taken
away is the highest folly to iiagine, it heing so cxpressly asserted
by our Saviour himsclf and his apostle, Luke = 7; 1 Cor. ix. But
liere it is thought lies the disadvantage, that whereas the pricsts
under the old testament had a certain portion which was legally
due unto them, and they might demand it as their own, it is now
referred unto the voluntary contribution of them that have the
benefit and advantage of their labour. Now whereas they often-
times, yea, for the most part, arc negligent in their duty, and,
through love of the present world, very scanty and backward in
their contributions, ministers cannot be supported in their work in
any measure proportionable unto what the priests were of old.
Desides, it should seem unworthy a minister of the gospel, who
ought to be had in csteem, and is declared by the apostle to be
“ worthy of double honour,” to depend on the will, and as it were
charity of the people, many of them, it may be, poor and low them-
selves. And these things have taken such impression on the minds
of the most of them that are called ministers, as that, with the help
of the secular power, they have wisely provided a new way and Jaw
of legal tithing for their subsistence, with a notable overplus of
other good ccclesiastical lands and revenues: which practice I shall
neither justify nor condemn, let the effects of it and the day declare
it. Only I say, that the institution of Christ before mcntioned
stands in no need of this invention or supply to safeguard it from
these oljections, Tor,—

(1) The change made in the way of maintenance, pretended so
disadvantageous unto ministers of the gospel, is no other but a part
of that unwversal alteration, wherein carnal things are turned into
those that are more spiritual, which was made by the bringing in of
the kingdom of Christ. And if ministers may complain that they have
by the gospel lost the formner allotment of sacred officers in tithes,
tbe people may as well complain that they have no inheritances in
the land of Canaan, But he is unworthy the name of a minister of
the gospel, who is not satisfied with what our Lord hath ordained
in every kind,  And as for those who indeed think better of what
was of use in Judaism or hieathenism than what is warranted by the
gospel, I shall not debate the matter with them, Wherefore as yet
I judee, that the taking of the maintenance of sacred ministers from
the law of a carnal commandment enforcing of it, and charging it on
the grace and duty of the clurch, is a perfective alteration, becoming
the spirituality and glory of the kingdom of Christ. For-—

(2) This way is the most Aonourable wey, and tbat which casta
the greatest respect upon them.  Yiven the princesand rulers of the
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world have their revenue and supporiment from the substance of
the people.  Now I would only ask, whether it would not be more
honourable that the pcople should willingly and of their own accord
bring in their contribution, than merely pay it under the compul-
sion of 2 law? For in this latter way, no man knoweth whether
they have the least true honour for their ruler or regard unto his
office; but if it might be done in the former, all the world must take
notice what revcrence, regard, and honour they have for the person
and dignity of their prince. It is true, generally the men of the
world are such lovers of themnselves, and so little concerned in public
good, that if they were Ieft absolutely at liberty in this matter, their
governors might be defrauded of their right, and the ends of govern-
ment be disappointed ; wherefore, in all countries provision is made by
law for the payment of that tribute which yot without law is due,
But whether it be meet to bring this order into the church or no, I
much question. If it be so, possibly it may sccure the revenue of
ministers, but it will not incrcase their honour. For however men
may please themsclves with outward appearances of things, true
honour consists in that respect and reverence which others pay them
in their minds and hearts Now when this is such, and that on
the account of duty, that men will freely contribute unto our sup-
portment, I know no more honourable subsistence in the world.
* What!” will some say, “to depend on the will and love of the
people?—therce is nothing more base and unworthy!’ Yea, but
what if all the honour that Jesus Christ himself hath, or accepts
from bis people, proceeds from their wills and affections? Moham-
med, indeed, who knew well enougl that neither honour, respect,
nor obedience was due unto him, and that he could no way recom-
pense what sbould be done towards him in that kind, provided that
men should be brought in subjection unto his name by fire and
sword. But our Lord Jesus Christ despiseth all honour, all obe-
dience and respect, that are not voluntary and free, and which do
vot proceed from the wills of men. And shall his servants in the
work of the gospel suppose themsclves debased, to receive respect
sud bonour from the same principle? Well, therefore, because our
apostle tells us that “ our Lord hath ordained that those who preach
the gospel shall live on the gospel,” and all obedience unto his ordi-
nances and institutions must be voluntary, if mwinisters are ashamed,
sod esteern 1t unworthy of thein, to receive what is so contributed
in & way of voluntary obedience, let them try if they can prevail
with themselves to receive it so for Him, and in his name, who 1s
ot ashamed to rcoeive it, no, if it be only a cup of cold water, so it
come from a free and willing mind, when he despisetb the revenue
of the whole world upon compulsion. If they will not do so, their
best way is to leave his service, and take up with that whicb is more
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honourable.  For my part, I do judge that the way of maintenance
of ministers by voluntary benevolence, in a way of duty and obe-
dience unto Christ, though it be not likely the most plentiful, is yet
the most honourable of all others  And of this judgment I shall
be, until I am counvinced of two things: {1.] That true honour doth
not consist in the respect and regard of the minds of men unto the
real worth and usefulness of those who are honoured, but in out-
ward ceremonies and forced works of regard. [2.] Tl:at it is not
the duty which every church owes to Jesus Chmst to maintain those
who labour in the word and doctrine, according to their ability; or
that it is any gospel-duty which is influenced by force or compul-
sion,

(3.) It must be acknowledged, that this way of voluntary contri-
bution is not like to afford matier for that grandeur and secular
greatness, those ample revenucs, those provisions for ease, wealth,
and worldly honour, which some think necessary in this case. But
yet, however, it must be granted, that all those large possessions
and dominiens which some now enjoy under the name of church-

. - . - |,
revenues, were originally voluntary grants and contributions. For

it will not be said that the clergy got them by force of arms, or by
fraud, nor were they their patrimonial inheritauce. But yet I fear
there were some undue artifices used to induce men unto such do-
nations and ecclesiastical endowments, and somewhat more of merit
fixed thereon than truth will allow, besides a compensation therein
for what might be undergone in purgatory, when men were gone
out of the world. Ilowever, the thing itself in its whole kind, that
men out of their substance and revenue should design a portion
unto the service of the church, is not to he condemned, But it
proved mischievous and fatal, when those who received what was so
given, being unmeasurably covetous and worldly, fixed no bounds
unto the cbanty or superstition of men in this kind, unti} they had
.overrun the world with their gains. And not only so, but whereas
there was no pretence of use of such great revenues, in any way
pretended to be of divine appointment, they were forced to invent
and find out ways innumerable, in abbeys, monastcries, cloister,
to be repositories of their overflowing treasure and revenues. But
when God had appointed to build his tabernacle of the free-will
oﬂ‘ermgs of the people (a type of the gospel chureh), when there was
provision enough of materials brought in, the liberality of the people
was restrained by proclamation, and some perhaps grieved that
their offerings were not received, Exod. xxxvi. 5, 6. Throngh want
of this care to put a stop unto the devotions of men in these dona-
tions, according unto a just measure of the churel’s necessary use,
the bounds whereof were broken up and left invisible, by the pride,
ambition, covetousness, and eraft of the clergy, the whole world ran

“all useful,
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into superstition and confusion. At present, I grant that the way
which the gospel appoints is not likely to make provision for pomp,
grandeur, wealth, revenues, and inheritances, unto them that rely
upon it. Nor do I think that if the present establishment of a
guperfluous revenue unto the clergy were removed, the world it-
self would iu haste run into the same state again. Wherefore,
those who judge these things necessary and desirable, must be per-
mitted, as far as I know, to betake themselves uuto the advantage
the world will afford; it is acknowledged that the gospel hath made
no provision of them.

(4) It is indeed supposed, unto the disadvautage of this way,
that by means thereof ministers do hecome obnoxious unto the
people, do depend upon them, and so cannot deal so uprightly and
sincerely with thevr consciences as they ought to do, lest they incur
their displeasure, whereiu they are too much concerncd. It were
easy to manifest with how many more and greater inconveniencies
the other way is attended, were we now comparing of them. And
in truth it is & vain thing to look for or expect any such order and
disposal of these things, as should administer no occasion for the
wisdom aud graces of those concerned ; nor would such a way be at
I say, therefore, that God hath established mutual duty
to be the rule aud measure of all tbings between miuisters and
people. Hereunto it is their wisdom and grace to attend, leaving
the success unto God. And a minister may easily conclude, that
seeing his whole supportment in earthly things, with respect unto
his ministry, depends on the command of God on the account of the
discharge of his duty, if he bave respect thereunto in his work, or
so far as it is lawful for him to have, that the more sincere and up-
right he is therein, the more assured will his supportment be. And
he who is enabled to give up himself unto the work of the ministry
in a due manner, considering the nature of that work, and what he
shall assuredly meet withal in its discharge, is not in much danger
of being greatly moved with tbis pitiful consideration of displeasing
this or that man in the discharge of his duty,

(5.) It is furtber pleaded, that these things were tolerable at the
first entrance and beginning of Christianity, when the zeal, love,
and liberality of its prefessors, did sufliciently stir them up unto an
abundant discharge of their duty ; but now the whole body of them
is degenerate from their pristine faith and love: coldness and indif
ferency in the things of their cternal concernment, with love of self
and this present evil world, do so prevail in them all, as that, if
things were left unto their wills and senso of duty, there would
quickly be an end of all ministry, for want of maintenance. This is
of all others the most cogent argument in this case, and that which
prevails with many good and sober men uttetly to decry the way of
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ministers’ maintcnance by a voluntary contribulion. T shall bricfly
give my thoughts concerning it, and so return from this digression.
And I say,—

(1] I do not condemn any provision that is made by good,
wholesome, and rightcous laws among men, for this end and
purpose, provided it be such as is accommodated nnto the further-
ance of the work itself Such provision as in its own nature is a
snare and temptation, inclining men unto pride, ambition, luxury,
distance from, and clation above the meanest of the sheep or lambs
of Christ, or as it were reqniring a worldly grandeur and secular
pomp in their course of life, must plead for itself as it is able. But
such as may comfortably support, encourage, and help men in this
work and discharge of their duty, being made without the wrong of
others, is doubtless to be approved. Yea, if, in this degeneracy of
Christianity under which we suffer, any shall, out of love and obe-
dience unto the gospel, set apart any portion of their estates, and
settle it unto the service of the church in the maintenance of the
ministry, it is a good work, which, if done in faith, will Le accepted.

[2] Let those who are true disciples indeed know, that it is
greatly incumbent on them to roll away that reproach which is cast
upon the institutions of Christ by the miscarriages of the generality
of Christians. He hath “ordained that those who preach the gos-
pel shall live on the gospel.” And the way whereby he hath pre-
scribed this to be cffected is, that those who are his disciples should,
in ohedicnce unto his command, supply them with temporals by
whom spirituals are dispensed unto them. If this be not done, a
reproach is cast upon his institutions, as insufficient unto the end for
which they were designed. It is therefore incumhent on all who
have any true zeal for the glory and honour of Christ, to maaifest
their exemplary obedicnce and fruitfuluess in this matter ; whereby
it may appear that it is not any defect in the appointment of
Christ, but the stubborn disobedience and unbelief of men, that is
the caunge of any disorder.

[3.] Seeing there is such a degeneracy among Christians, as that
they will not be wrought upon unto a voluntary discharge of their
duty in this matter, it may be inquired what hath been the cause,
or at least the principal occasion thereof. Now if this should be
found and appear to be, the coldness, remissness, neglect, ignorance,
gloth, ambition, and worldliness, of those who have been their
guides and leaders, their oflicers and ministers, in most ages, it will
evince how little reason some have to complain that the pecple ara
backward and negligent in the discharge of their duty. And if it
be true, as indeed it is, that the care of religion, that it be preserved,
thrive, and flourish, not only in themselves but in the whole church,
has been comrmitted unto those persons, thers can be no such apoatasy
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as is complained of among the people, but that the guilt of it will lie
at their doors. Aund if it be so, it 18 to be inquired whether it be
the duty of ministers ahsolutely to comply with them in their de-
gencration, and suffer them to live in the neglect of their duty in
thig matter, only providing for themsclves some other way; or
whether they ought not rather by all ways and means to eudeavour
their recovery into their pristine condition. If it be said, that
whatever men pretend, yet it is a thing impossible, to work the
people into a due discharge of their duty in this matter,—I grant
it is, whilst that is only or principally intended. But if men would
not consider themselves or their interest in the first place, but really
endeavour their recovery unto faith, love, obedience, and holiness,
and that by their own cxample as well as teaching, it may well be
hoped that this duty would revive again in the company of others;
for it is certain it will vever stand alone by itself But we must
procced with our apostle.

2. Thosc sons of Levi who obtained the priesthood received
tithes-according to the law;” that is, as the matter or
manner of tithing was determined by the law. For by
“tithes” I understand that whole portion which, by
God’s order and command, belonged unto the priests; and this in
all the concerns of it was determined by the law. What, when,
Low, of whom, all was expressly established by law. So they re-
ceived tithes according to the Jaw,—in the order, way and manner
therein determined; for it is God’s law and appointment that gives
boundaries aud measures unto all duties. What is done according
unto them is straight, right, and acceptable; whatever is otherwise,
however it may please our own wisdom or reason, is crooked, fro-
ward, perverse, and rejected of God.

But there is an objection that this assertion of the apostle seeras
liable unto, which we must take notice of in our passage. For
whereas he affirms that “ the Levites who received the office of the

Kara 7o rs-
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priesthood took tithes of-their brethren,” it is evident, from the first

grant and institution of tithing, that the Levites who were not priests
were the first who immediately received them of the people. Sce
Num, xviii, 21-24.

Ans. (1) By “tithes” the whole conscerated portion according
unto the law is intended, as we said before. Hereof the portion
allotted unto the priests out of various offerings or sacrifices was no
small part, wherein the Levites had no interest, but tliey belonged
and were delivered immediately unto the priests. (2) The Levites
themselves were given unto the priests, for their service in and about
holy things, Numw. iii. 9. Whatever afterwards wag given unto the
Levites, it was so with reference unto the supportment of the priest-
hood in due order. The tithes, therefore, that were paid to the
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Levites were in the original grant of all to the priests. (3) The
priests tithed the whole people in that tenth of all which they re-
ceived of the Levites; and that heing given unto them, what re-
mained in the possession of the Levites themselves came, as all
other clean things, to be used promiscuously, Num. xviii. 26-32.

Fourthly, The privilege of the priests in taking the tenth of all

Tois* ten 16 amplified by the consideration of the persons from
oty dbirgeis whom they took them. Now these were not strangers
LT or foreiguers, but their oun drethren. And these also
were so their brethren as that they had a righit unto, and were par-
takers of the same original privileges with themselves; which did not
exempt them from the duty of paying tithes of all unto them:
“Took tithes of their brethren, though they ecame out of the lotns
of Abraham.” Abraham first received the promises, and was an
equal common spring of privileges to his whole posterity. The priests
were not more children of Abrabam than the people were. The
whole people, therefore, being so, and therchy equally interested
in all the privileges of Abraham, or the church of bLelievers, it is
manifest how great the honour and pre-eminenee of the priests were,
in that they took tithes of them all. And this the gpostle declares,
to strengthen his argument for the greatuess and cxcellency of Mel-
chisedec, in that he received tithes of Abrabam himself. And we
may learn,—

Obs, VIIL That it is God’s prerogative to give dignity and pre-
emivence in the church among themn which are otherwise equal;
which is to be acquiesced in.—Our common vocation by the word
states us all equally in the same privilege, as all the children of
Abraham were in that respect in the same condition; but in this
common state God malkes, hy his prerogative, a threefold difference
among believers; as to grace, as to gifts, as to office. For,—

1, Although all true believers have the same grace in the kind
thereof, yet some much excel others in the degrees and exercise of
it. As one star differeth from another, that is, excelleth another,
in glory, so here one saiut excelleth another in grace. This, both
the examples of the Scripture and the experience of all ages of the
church do testify, And this dependeth on the sovercign pleasure
of God. Ashe is “gracious unto whom he will be gracious,” so
when, and hew, and in what measure he pleaseth. Some shall have
grace sooner than others, and some that which is more emineut
than others have: only, he that hath lcast shall have no lack, as
to making of him meet for the inheritance of the saints in light,
and he that hath most hath no more than he shall find nced of and
exercise for. But so it is, some God will Lave as pillars in lus
house, and some are but as bruised reeds. And every one’s duty
it ix for himself, in his place and condition, to comply with the will
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of God herein. (1.) Let not the weak, the feelle of the flock,
those who either really are so or in their own appreliensions, com-
plain or faint. For, [1.] There is no man in the world that hath so
little grace, who hath any, hut he hath more than he ever descrved;
as none hath so much, as that any dram of it is of his own earning,
And as he who hath nothing hut what he hath freely received, hath
nothing to hoast of ; so he who hath that which he never deserved,
hath no reason to complain. [2.]It is the pleasure of God it should
he so. If it he his will to keep us spiritually poor, so we are therehy
kept humble, we shall be no losera I say not this, as though any
one who hath but a little grace, or apprehends himself to have so,
should, on the pretence that such is the will of God concerning him
and his condition, neglect the most earnest endeavour after more,—
which would be a shrewd evidence that he hath nonc at all; hut
that those who, in a diligent use of means for growth and improve-
ment, cannot yet arrive unto such an increase, such an addition of
one grace unto another, as that their profiting may be manifest (which
falls out on several occasions), may find relief in the sovereign plea-
sure of God to keep thern in their low condition. [3.] They may do
well to consider, that indeed tlerc is a great deal of glory in the
Jeast of true grace. Though there be uot so much as in more grace,
yet there is more than in all things under the sun hesides. No man
hath so little grace, who hath any, as that Le is ever able to set a
zlsuﬂlicient price upon it, or to be thankful enough for it. [4.] There
Is, mdeed, so much spoken in the Scripture concerning the love,
care, compassion, and tenderness of our Lord Jesus Christ, towards
the weak, the sick, the diseased of his flock, that on some accounts
the state of those humble souls who have yet received but little
grace scems to be most safe and desirable, Isa. x1. 11.  Let not such,
therefore, complain; it is God alone who is the author of this differ-
ence hetween them and others  And on the same grounds, (2.) Those
who are strong, who have much grace, ought not, [1.] To boast
or be lifted up; for, as we observed before, they have nothing but
what they have freely received. Yea, it is very suspicious that what
any one boasteth of is not grace; for it is the pature of all true
grace to exclude all boasting. He that, by comparing himseclf with
others, finds uny other issuo in his thoughts, but either to admire
sovereign graco of to judge himself beneath them, is in an ill con-
dition, or at least in an ill frame. [2] Nor to trust unto what
they have received. There is nons hath so much grace as not
every moment to need supplies of more. And he who, like Peter,
trusteth unto that wherein be is above others, will one way or other
be brought down beneath ther all. [3.] Lot such be greatly fruit-
ful, or this appearance of much grace will issue in much darkness.
2. God dealeth thus with men as to spiritual gifis. Among thoso
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who are called, the Spirit divideth unto every one even as he will,
Unto one he giveth five talents, unto anothier two, and to a third
put one. And this diversity, depending merely on God's sovereignty,
is visible in all churches. Aund as this tends in itself unto their
beauty and edification, so there may be an abuse of it unto their
disadvantage; for besides those disorders which the apostle declares
to have ensued, particularly in the church of Corinth, upon the un-
duc use and exercise of spiritual gifts, there are sundry evils which
may befall particular persons by reason of them, if their original
and end be not duly attended unto. For, (1.) Those who have re-
ceived these spiritual gifts in any eminent manner may be apt to
be lified up with good conceits of themselves, and even to despise
their brethren who corae hehind them therein. This evil was openly
prevalent in the church of Corinth. (2.) Among those who have
received them in some equality, or would be thought so to have done,
emulations, and perhaps strifes thereon, are apt to ensue. One can-
not well bear that the gift of another should find more acceptance,
or be better esteemed than his own; and another may be apt to cx-
tend himself beyond his dne line and measure, because of them.
And, (3.) Those who have received them in the lowest degrce may
be apt to despond, arfd refuse to trade with what they have, because
their stock is inferior unto their neighbours’ But what is all this
to us? May not God do what be will with his own? If God will
have some of the sons of Abraham to pay tithes, and some to receive
them, is there any ground of complaint? Unto him that hath the
most eminent gifts, God hath given of his own, and not of ours; he
hath taken nothing from us to endue him withal, but supplied him
out of his own stores. Whoever, thercfore, is unduly exalted with
them, or envies because of them, he despiseth the prerogative of
God, and contends with him that is mighty.

3. God distinguisheth persons with respect unto office. He makes,
and so0 accounts, whom he will faithful, and puts them into the minis-
try. This of old Korah repined against. And there are not a few who
free themselves from envy at the ministry, hy endeavouring to bring
it down into contempt. But the office is honourable ; and so are they
by whom it is discbarged in a due mauner. And it is tho prerogative
of God to call whom he pleaseth thereunto. Aund there is no greater
usurpation therein than the constitution of ministers by the laws,
rules, and authority of men. For any to set up such in office ag
he hath not gifted for it, nor called unto it, is to sit in the temple
of God, and to show themselves to be Cod. Wo may alse hence
observe, that,—

Obs. IX. No privilege can exempt persons from subjection unto
z;;ly of God’s institutions, though they were of the loins of Abraham,

et,—
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Viersks 6-10.

In the five following verses the apostle pursues and concludes that
part of his argument, from the consideration of Melchisedee, which
concerned the greatness and glory of Him who was represented by
him, and his pre-eminence above the Levitical priests. For if Mel-
chisedee, who was but a type of him, was in his own person in so
many instances more excellent than they, how much mare must He
be estcemed to be above them who was represented by him? for he
whom another is appointed to represent, must be more glorious than
he by whom he is represented. This part of his argument the
apostle coneludes in these verses, and thence proceeds nnto another
great inference and deduction from what he bad taught concerning
this Mclchisedee.  And this was that which struck into the heart
of that controversy which he had in hand, namely, that the Levitical
pricsthood must necessarily cease upon the introduction of that
better priesthood which was fore-signified by that of Melchisedec.
And these things, whatsocver sense we now bave of them, were
those on which the salvation or dambation of these Hehrews did
absolutely depend.  For unless they were prevailed on to forego
that priesthood which was now abolished, and to betake themselves
alone unto that more excellent one which was then introduced, they
must unavoidably perish; as, accordingly, on this very account it fell
out with the generality of that people, their posterity persisting in
the same unbelief unto this day. And that which God made the
crisis of the life or death of that church and people, cught to
be diligently weighed and eonsidered by us. It may be, some find
not thernselves much concerned in this laborious, accurate dispute of
the apostle, wherein so much occurs about pedigrees, priests, and
tithes, which they think belongs not unto them. Dut let them
remember, that in that grcat day of taking down the whole fabric of
Mosaical worship, and the abolition of the covenant of Sinai, tho
life or death of that ancient church, the posterity of Abraham,
the friend of Ged, to whom until this senson an enclosure was made

_ of all spiritual privileges, Rom. ix. 4, depended upon their recciving

or rejecting of the truth here contended for. And God in like man-
ner doth oftentimes single out especial truths for the trial of the
faith and obedience of the church in especial seasons.  And when
he doth so, there is ever after an cspecial veneration due unto thern.
But to return:—

Upon the supposition that the Levitical pricsts did reccive tithes
as well as Melchisedec, wherein, they were equal; and that they
received tithes of their brethren, the posterity of Abraham, which
was their especial prerogative and dignity; he yet proveth, by four
arguments, that the greatness he had assigued unto Melchisede,
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and his pre-eminence above them, was no more than was due unto
him. And the first of these is taken from the consideration of his
person _from whom he recetved tithes, verse 6; the second, from the
action of benediction which accompanied hisreceiving of tithes, verse
7, the third, from the condition and state of his pum person, compared
with all those who received tithes according to the law, verse 8; and
the fourth, from that which determines the whole question, namely,
that Levi himself, and so, consequently, all the whole race of priests
that sprang from his loins, did thus pay tithes unfo him, verses
9, 10.

VERSE 6.

‘0 8 ph yeealoyoluevos 3£ alriv debexdrwxe riv 'ACpadu, xal rhv
tyore Tig Exayyihing ihéynas.

The Ethiopic translation omits these words, "0 3¢ geof yevrarayodueser iZ au'r::ﬁv
dedenarans oy ASpzag. He takes up the name “Abraham ” in the foregoing
verse, “ who came forth out of the loins of Abraham;” and adds unto them what
follows in this, “ who received the promises;” possibly deceived by a maimed
transeript of the original. .

M3 yevearoyospisoe.  Syr, TRTPTER 33 w57 177 k¥ “he who is not written
in the genezlogles:” properly enough; for the apostle speaks of the genealngies
that were written and on record in the hook of (Gienesis, wherein there is none of
Melchisedee; and it is the writing by divice inspiration that his argument is
founded on. Answ. “Genealogisatus,” genealogized.” “Is eujus genus non
recensatur ex illis,” *“whose stock is not reckoned from them;” or as Beza, * ad
illos non refertur.” Vulg. Lat., % cujus generatio non annumeratur in cis 3 that
is, as the Rhemists, *“ he whose generation is not numbered among them.” Ou‘rs,
« whose descent is not eounted from themn;” putting “ pedigree” in the margin.
Tevenoyebperos 19, * is cujus ortus,” * generatio,”  nativitas recenselur;” whose
“original,” * nativity,” “stock, “race, is reckoned up,” or © recorded,” )

*EE abrds, “from thetn,” “from among them.,” Vulg. Lat., “in eis,” for
“inter eos,” “among them;" * whose generation is not numbered among them.”
The meaning is, he was not of their stock or race; he sprang not of them, nor
arose from among them.

Adsxdrane, ©decimas tulit,” *sampsit,” “exegit,” *“accepit,” decimavit,”
Asxaridw is “decime,” or * decimam partem cxcerpo;”  to take out the tenth
part:” Td ras wohepeiov BenaTevaesy shEdpivog rére, Plut, in Camillo; © ex lspo].iis
hostium decimas excerpere.”  ArxaTéw, with an accusative case, as here, is “to
receive tithes of any;” and d=odexardw, in the same construction, is of the same
signification: verse 5, *Amudexareby Tov Aadv. But sbsolutely it 5igni{ies “ to pay
tithes,” or, “to give tithes,” not to reccive them: Luke xvili. 12, "Awolixard
movra saa nroww—* I tithe all that I possess;” that is, give tithe out of it.

Ver. 6.—DBut he whose descent is net reckoned from them,

received tithes from Abraham, and blessed him that
had the promises.
A description there is in these words of Melchisedec, by a nega-

tion of a cerfain respect, useful to be observed unto the design
of the apostle; and then an assertion upon a supposition thereof,
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1. He was a person whose descent, pedigree, nativity, traduction of
stock and lLineage, was not reckoned from among them. .
He had before observed absolutely, that he was not asyeiens i
at all genealogized: verse 8, dyeveariynros,—“without =irer
descent.”  And how this was necessary, to shadew out the eternity
of the priesthood of Christ, we have declared. Forif he had had any
genealogy, or had stood in need thereof, it had been to show from
whom he derived his priesthood, and unto whom it was transmitted ;
whereas he had no such circumstances, nor was to have, as to the
end of his call and office. Hence it follows, in particular, that he
could not derive his descent from Levi. Morally he could not,
because so he had none at all; and neturally he could not, for in
his days Levi was only yect in the loins of Abrahamn: so that in
no respect he could descend from him, DBut the apostle hath a
peculiar intention in this verse; for whereas he designed to prove
the greatness of Melchisedec from his receiving tithes, be intends
Lere to declare on what right and title he did so. For there were
hut two ways whereby any one did or might take tithes of any:
(1) By virtue of the law, or institution of (iod in the law. This
way none could do so but he who legally derived his descent from
Levi. (2) By virtue of some especial grant or personal privilege,
either before or above the law, Whereas, therefore, Melchisedec, as
1s here declared, had no interest in the former, it must be with
respect unto the latter that he had this right; which argues hLis
dignity. So God may, and doth sometimes, communicate of his
favour and privileges thereby, by especial ezemption, and not by an
ordinary rule or constitution. I do not at all know, nor can it be
proved, that God is now, by his word, or law, or constitution, obliged
to give no ministry unto the church but by virtue of an orderly out-
ward call according to the rule. Tt is true, we are obliged to keep
ourselves unto the rule and law in tbe call of ministers, so far as we
are able; but whether God hath bound himself unto that order, I
very much question. Yea, when there is any great and signal work
to be done in the church,—it may be, such as the church cannot or
will not call any unto, even such a reformation of persons as may
prove a dissolution of its constitution,—if God raise, gift, and provi-
dentially call, any unto that work, assisting them in it, I should not
doubt of the lawfulness of their ministry, as granted unto them by
especial privilege, though not communicated by external rule and
order. It is good, ordinarily, to be genealogized into the ministry
by established rule; but God can, by virtue of his own sovereignty,
grant this privilege unto whom le pleaseth. And let not any
imagine that such a supposition must needs immediately open a
door unto confusion; for there are mvariable rules to try men and
their ministry by at all times, whether they are sent of God or no.
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The doctrine which they teach, the ends which they promote, the
lives which they lead, the circumstances of the seasons wherein they
appear, will sufficiently manifest whence such teachers are,

2. Having thus deseribed Melchisedec, and manifested on what
account the things mentioned were aseribed or did belong unto him,
lie mentions the things themselves, which were two: (1.) That he
“received tithes of Abraham.” (2.} That ¢ he Dlessed him.” In
both which he demonstrates his greatness and dignity: (1.) By the
consideration of the person of whom he received tithes ; it was Abra-
ham himself. {(2) By an especial circumstance of Abraham; it
was ‘“ he who had received the promises,” from whence the whole
church of Israel claimed their privileges:

(1.) He “received tithes of Abraham,” The Levitical priests re-
ceived tithes of those who came out of the loins of Abra-
ham; which was an evidence of their dignity by God’s
appointment : but he received them of Abraham him-
self; which evidently declares his superiority above them, as also
herein ahove Abraham himself. And the apostle, by insisting “on
these things so particularly, shows, [1.] How difficult a matter it is
to dispossess the minds of men of those things which they have long
trusted unto, and boasted of It is plain, from the Gospel through-
out, that all the Jews looked on this as their great privilege and ad-
vantage, that they were the posterity of Abraham: whom they con-
ceived on all accounts the greatest and most honourable person that
ever was in the world. Now, although there was much berein, yet
when they began to abuse it, and trust unto it, it was necessary that
their confidence should be abated and taken down, But so diflicult
a matter was this to cffect, as that the apostle applies every argu-
nient unto it that hath a real force and evidence in it, especially
such things as they had not before considered; as it is plain they were
utterly ignorant in the instructive part of this story of Melchisedec.
And we sec, in like manner, when men are possessed with an in-
veterate conceit of their being “the church,” and having all the
privileges of it enclosed unto them, although they have long since
forfeited openly all right thercunto, how difficult a thing it is to
dispossess their minds of that pleasing presumption. [2.] That every
particle of divine truth is instructive and argumentative, when it is
rightly used and improved. Hence the apostle presseth all the cir-
cumstances of this story, from every one of them giving light and
evidence unto the great truth which he sought to confirm,

(2.) That it might yet further appear how great Melchisedec was,
who reccived tithes of Abraham, he declarcs who Abra-
liam was, in an instance of his great and especial pri-
vilege. It was he who “had the promises.” This he
singles out as the greatest privilege and lLionour of Abraham, as

Ardixdrwxt
TiY 'A:ptzé,u.

Tar fxawru rxg
iwaypiaizg,

Still Water
All Righ
wyww . Purita

VR 6.] EPISTLE TO THE HERREWS. 367

it was indeed the foundation of all the other mercies which hie en-
Joyed, or advantages that he was intrusted withal. The nature of
this promise, with the solemn manner of its giving unto Abraham,
and the benefits included in it, he had at large declared, clap. vi.
13-16. Hercby Abraham became “ the father of the faithful,” “the
leir of the world,” and “the friend of God ;” so that it exccedingly
illustrates the greatness of Mclchisedec, in that this Abraham paid
tithes unto him,

The medium of the argument in this instance is liable only unto
one exception, namely, ‘That Abraham was not the first that re-
cetved the promises; so that although ke was not, yet there might
be others greater than Melchisedec, who never made any acknow-
ledgment of his pre-emincnce., For the promise was given unto
Adom himself, immediately after the fall ; as also unto Noah, in the
covenant made with him ; and to others also, wbo, before Abraham,
died in the faith! Amns. It is true, they had the promise and the
benefit of it ; but yet so as in sundry things Abraham was preferred
above them all. For, [1.] He bad the promise more plainly and
clearly given unto him, than any of his predeccssors in the faith.
Hence be was the first of whom it is said, that “he saw the day of
Christ, and rejoiced;” as having a clearer view of his coming, and
of salvation by him, than any that went before him.  [2.] ‘The pro-
mise wag confirmed unto him by an outh, which it had not been unto
any before. [3.) The promised Seed was in it peenliarly confined
unto his family or posterity. See Ileb. ii. 16. [+.] His recciving of
the promise was that which was the foundation of the clurch in bis
posterity, which he had peculiarly to deal withal. He had, therc-
fore, the pre-cminence above all others in this matter of recciving the
prowmises.

But it may yet be said, ‘ That Abraham had not received the pro-
mises then, when he was hlessed of Melchisedec, so that it was no
argument ¢f his pre-eminence at that time.” But, [1.] He bad before
received the same promise, for the substanee of it, which was after
wards more solemnly confirmed unto him, on the trial of his faith in
offering Lis only son, Gen. xii. 2, 3, xiii. 15, 16. [2.] He was then
actually instated in a right unto all that further confirmation of the
promises which lLie reeeived on various occasions ; and what followed
added not unto the dignity of his persen, but served only unto the
confirmation of his faith, So “ Melehisedec blessed him who had
the promises™” And we may observe,—

Obs. 1. We can be mads partakers of no such grace, mercy, or
privilege in this world, but that (od can, when he pleaseth, make
an addition thereunto. “He who had reccived the promises” was
afterwards “ blessed.”—We depend upon an infinite Fountain of
grace and merey, from whence it is made out unto us by various de-
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grees, according to the good pleasure of God. Neither will he give
unto us, nor arec we capable to receive, in this world, the whole of
what he hath provided for us, in the enjoyment whereof our final
blessedness doth consist.  Wherefore, as it is required of us to be
thankful for what we have, or to walk worthy of the grace we have
received, yet we may live in constant expectation of more from him:
and it is the great comfort and relief of our souls that we may so do.

Obs. T1. Tt is the blessing of Christ, typed in and by Melchise-
dee, that makes promises and mercies effectual unto us—He is
himself the great subject of the promises, and the whole blessing of
them cometh forth from him alone. All besides him, all without
liim, is of or under the curse. In him, from him, and by him only,
are all Messings to be obtained.

Obs. I1L Free and sovereign grace is the ounly foundation of all
privileges—All that is spoken of the dignity of Abraliam is resolved
into this, that “he reccived the promiscs.”

VERSE 7.

But what if Abrabam was thus blessed by Melchisedec, doth this
prove that he was less than lie hy whom he was blessed? Tt doth
50, saith the apostle, and that by virtue of an unquestionable gene-
ral rule :—

Ver. 7.— Xapig 8¢ melang dvridoylag, 78 Pharror brd vol xpeirroves sbie-
yeErras,

Xuwple 5¢ waons dyrinoyiac, Erasm,, “ porro nemo negat ;" “absque ulla, omni
contradictione ;” “and without all contradiction.”

The words fherres and xpeirras, “less” and “ grealer,” are in the neuter gender,
and so rendered in most translations, “illud quod minus est, & majore ;" only the
Syriac reduecth them to the masculine, =i ~IPeT ™ 2 Yozrm ey 7, “he wheo
is the less is blessed of him who is grealer,” or “more excellent than he ;"' whieh
is the sense of the words,

Ver. 7.—And, without all contradiction, the less is blessed
of the greater

The words prevent an objection, which is supposed, not expressed ;
and thercfore are they continued with those foregoing by the con-
.  Junction & as carrying on what was before asserted by
a further illustration and confirmation of it, And
there is in them, 1. Tbe manner of the assertion ; and, 2. The Pro-
position itself :—
1. The manner of it is in these words, Xwpic adong Grridoyios,—
Xaghs nd- “.Without," beyond, above, “all reasonable contradic-
en @mie- tlon” A truth this is that cannot, that will not be
L gainsaid, which none will deny or oppose; as that
which is evident in the light of nature, and which the order of the
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things spoken of doth require. Al truths, especially divine lruths,
are such as ought not to be contradicted ; and which no contredic-
tion can evert, or change their natures, that they should not so be.
But against some of them,—not for want of truth, but cither from
want of evidence in themselves or from want of light in them unto
whom they are proposed,—coutradictions may arise, and they may
he called into dispnte or question. Thus it hath fallen out with all
truths which we receive by mere supernatural revelation. The
darkness of the minds of men, unable clearly to discern them and
perfectly to comprehend them, will raise disputes about them, and
objections against them. But some truths there are which have
such an cvidence in themselves, and such a suitableness unto the
principles of reason and natural light, that no colour of opposition
can be made unto them. And if any, out of brutish afluctions or
prejudices, do force an opposition unto them, they are to be ne-
glected and not contended withal. Whercfore that which is here
intimated is, that there arc some principles of truth that arc so
recured in their own evidence and light, as that, being unguestion-
able in themselves, they may be used and improved as concessions,
whereon other less evident truths may be confirmed and established,
The due cousideration hereof 1s of great use in the method of teach-
ing, or in the vindication of any questioned truths from oppo-
sition. In all teaching, cspecially in matters that are controverted,
it is of great advantage to fix some unquestionable principles, whence
those which are less evident or more opposed may lie deduced, or
be otherwise influenced and confirmed. Neglect hercof makes
popular discourses weak in their application; and those wherein
men contend for the truth, infirm 1n their conclusions.  This course,
thercfore, the apostle here useth, and resolveth his present argu-
ment into such an unquestionable principle as reason and cominon
gense must admit of,

2. The proposition thus modified, is, That “the less is blessed of
the greater ;” that is, wherein one is orderly blessed by .,
another, he that is blessed is therein less than, or be- s rui xpir-
neath in dignity unto, him by whom he is blessed, as it 7o réropsi-
is expressed in the Syriac translation. Ixpositors genc-
rally on this place distinguish the several sorts of benedictions that
arc in use and warrantable among men, that so they may fix on
that concerning which the rule herc mentioned by the apostle will
hold unquestionably. But as unto the especial desigu of the apostle,
this labour may he spared : for he treats only of sacerdotal benedic-
tions ; and with respeet to them, the rule is not only certainly true,
but openly evident. But to illustrate the whole, and to show how
far the rule mentioned may be extended, we may reduce alt sorts of
blessings unto four heads :—
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(1) There 1s benedictio potestalive ; Lhal is, such a blessing as
cousists in an actual efficacious colletion on, or coramunicaticn of
the matter of the blessing unto, the person blessed.  Thus God
alone can bless absolutely.  1le is the only fountain of all goodness,
spiritual, temporal, eternal, and so of the whole entire matter of
Dlessing, containing it all eminently and virtually in himself. And
Le alone can efliciently communicate it unto, or collate it on any
others; which he doth as scerneth good unto him, *according to the
eounsel of his own will” Al will grant, that with respect hercunto
the apostle’s maxim is unquestionable;,—God is greater than man.
Yea, this kiud of blessing ariseth from, or dependeth solely on, that
infinite distauce that is between the being or nature of God and
the being of all creaturcs.  This is God’s blessing, napw N, —an
“addition of gnod,” as the Jews call it; a real comuunication of
grace, mercy, privilezes, or whatever the matter of the blessing be.

(2.) There is benedictio authoritetiva,  This is when men, in the
name, that is, by the appointment and warranty, of God, do declare
any to be blessed, pronouncing the blessings unto them whereof
they shall be made purtakers. And this kind of blessing was of old
of two sorts: [1.] Ertreordinary, by virtue of especial immediate
inspiration, or a spirit of prophecy. [2] Ordinary, Ly virtue of
office and institution. In the first way Jacol Llessed his soms;
wliich he calls a deelaration of “ what shonld befall them in the last
days,” Gen. xlix. 1. And such were all the solemn patriarchal bene-
dictions ; as that of Isaac, when he had infallible direction as to the
blessing, but not in his own mind as to the person to Le Dllesscd,
Gon. xxvil. 87-29.  So Moses blessed the children of Israel in their
respective tribes, Deut. xxxiii, 1. In the latter, the priests, by vir.
tue of Ged’s ordinance, were to bless the people with this authori-
tative blessing: “ Aud the Lonp spake unto Moses, saying, Speak
unto Aaron, and unto lis sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless
the children of Istael, saying unto them, The Lorp bless thee, and
keep thee; the Lorp make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee; the Lonp lift up his countenance upon thee, and give
thee peace. And they shall pnt my name upon the children of
Isracl; and I will Dlegs them,” Num. vi 22-27. The whole
nalure of this kind of Llessing is here exemphified. It is founded
in God’s express instibution and command. And the nature ol it
consists in “putting the name of God upon the people;” that is,
declaring blessings unto them in the name of God, praying blessings
for thew ou his command.  Wherefore the word “bless * is used in
a twaofold sense in this institution ; Verse 28, “Ye shall bless the
childven of Tsrael,” is spoken of the priests; verse 27, “T will Dless
them,” is spoken of God. The blessing is the same,—declared by
the priests, and effected by God.  They blessed decluratively, he effi-
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cicntly.  And the blessing of dMelehiseidec in this place seoms to
have a mixture in it of botll these. Tor as it is plain that he
blessed Abraham by virtue of his sacerdotal office,—which our
apostle principally considercth,—so I make no question but he was
peculiarly acted Ly immediate inspiration from God in what he did.
And in this sort of blessing the apostolical maxim maintains its evi-
dence in the light of nature.

(8.) There is benedictio chardtativae. This is, when one is said
to bLless another by praying for a blessing on him, or using the
weans whereby he may obtain a blessing. This may be done by
superiors, equals, inferiors, any or all persons mutually towards one
another.  Sec 1 Kings vill. 14, 55, 56; 2 Clron. vi. 3; Prov. xxx.
11, 'This kind of blessing, it Leing only improperly so, wherein the
act or duty is demonstrated by its object, doth not belong unte this
rule of the apostle.

(4) There is benedictio reverendiulis.  Hercof God is the object.
So men are said often to “bless God,” and to “bless Lis holy name:”
which is mentioned in the Scripture as a signal duty of all that fear
and love the Lord. Now this blessing of God is a declaration of
his praises, with a holy, reverential, thankful admiration of his cx-
cellencies  But this belongs not at all unto the design of the
apostle, nor is regulated Ly this general maxun, but is a partienlar
instance of the direct contrary, wherein, without controversy, the
greater is Dlessed of the less. It is the second sort of blessings
that is alone here intended ; and that is mentioned as an evident
demonstration of the dignity of Melchisedee, and his pre-eminence
above Abraham,

Obs. IV It is a great mercy and privilege, when God will make
use of any in the blessing of others with spiritual mereics.—It is
God alone who originally and efficiently can do so, who can actually
and infallibly collate a bicssing on any one. Therefore is he =aid
to “Dbless us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things,” Kph.
i, 3. There is no one blessing Lut he is the sole author and worker
of it. But yet, also, he maketh usc of others, severally, in various
degrees of usefulness, for their communication, And this he doth,
both to fill up that order of all things in dependenee on himself,
wherein he will be glorificd ; aml also to muke some partakers in
his cspecial grace and favour, by using them in the collation of good
things, yea, the best things, on others. For what greater privilege
can any one be made partaker of, than to be an instrument i the
hand of God in the communication of his grace and gooduness?  And
a privilege it is whose exercise and Jmprovement must be aceounted
for. 1 speak not, therefore, of themn whose benedictions are cuctical
and charitative only, in their mutual prayers; but of such as are in
some sense authoritalive. Now, a man blesseth by the way of
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authority, when he doth it as an especial ordinance, as he is called
and appointed of God thereunto. Peculiar institution gives pecu-
liar anthority. 8o parents bless their children and households, and
ministers the church:—

1. Parents hless their children in the name of the Lord several
ways: (1) By instruction; the discharge whereof waaz the glory
and honour of Abraham in the sight of God himself, Gen. xviii
17-19. For whereas the knowledge and fear of God are the greatest
blessing that any one in this world can be made parlaker of, he hath
ordained that parents shall be instrumental in the cominunication
of them unto their children; suitably unto that gencral law of nature
whereby they are obliged in all things to seek their good. This
being the end of the imstruction which God hath appointed them
to attend unto, they do thercin bless them in the name of the Lord,
And if parents did truly consider how they stand in the stead of
God in this matter, how what they do is peculiarly in his name and
by his authority, they would, it may be, be more diligent and con-
scientious in the discharge of their duty than they are. And if
children could but understand that parental instruction is an insti-
tuted means of God’s blessing them with the principal blessing, and
that wlercon all others, as unto them, do much depend,—where-
unto the fifth commandment is express,—tlhicy would with more
diligence and reverence apply themselves unto the reception of it
than is usual among them. (2) They do it by their example
The conversation and holy watking of parents is God's ordinance
wlicreby he blesseth their children. This is the second way of in-
struction, without which the former will be insufficient, yea, insig-
nificant.  Let parents take what pains they please in the teaching
and instructing of their families, unless their personal walk be holy,
and their lives fruitful, they will do more for their destruction than
their edification. 'The least disorder of life persisted in, is of more
prevalency to turn aside children from the ways of God, from the
liking and practice of them, than a multitude of instructions are to
persuade to their embracement. For, besides that we are all naturally
more prone to evil than good, and a far less occasion or means will
hasten us down a preeipice than raise us and bear us up in the diffi-
eult course of holy obedience, instances of a life inconsistent with
instructions, or not answering them, beget sceret thoughts in the
minds of them who are instructed that all the pains taken therein
are bypoeritical; than which apprehension nothing is more cffectual
to alienate the minds of any from the ways of God. DBut when
men’s teachings of their families are exemplilied by the holiness and
fimtlulness of their own lives, then are they an ordinance of God
for the blessing of them. To pray, to read, to catechise, to instruct,
and then to lead a life of frowardness, passion, worldly-mindedness,
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vain communication, and the like, is to pull down with one hand
what we set up with the other; or rather, with bolh our hands to
pull down onr own houses. (3.) DBy prayer lor them,  So David
blessed hig household, 2 Sam. vi. 20, 1'or besides the duty of prayer
absolutely considered, there is in thosc prayers, by the appointment
of God, an especial plea for and application of the promises of the
covenant unto them which we ourselves have received. So it is
expressed in the prayer of David, 2 Sam. vii. 29: “ Therefore now
let it pleasc thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may con-
tinue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord (ion, hast spoken it:
and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant Le blessed for
ever.” And I do not understand how those who do not helieve in
the especial interest of their children in the covenant of grace, can
bless them in the name of the Lord in a due manner. These are
some few heads of parental benediction; which whether the duty
thereof he answered in that common custorn which sotne even con-
fine all parental blessings unto, in an open negleet of all the duties
mentioned, and others of an alike nature, is not hard te determine,

2. Ministers bless the church. It is part of their ministerial
duty, and it belongs nnto their office so to do: (1.) They do it by
putting the name of God upon the church. 'This was the way
whereby the priests blessed the people of old, Num. vi. 27, Aud
this putting the name of God upon the church, is by the right and
orderly celebration of all the holy ordinances of worship of his ap-
pointment.  For the name of God and of Chnst 1s upon them all;
wherefore, in the orderly celebration of them the name of God is
put upon the church, and 1t is brought under the promise of the
meeting and blessing of God; as he hath spoken concerning every
thing whereon he hath placed his name.  This is an especial way of
authoritative blessing, which ean no way be discharged but by virtue
of ministerial office.  Ounly, let ministers take heed that they pnt
not the name of a false god upon the church, by the introduction
of any thing in religious worship wbich is not of God’s appointment.
(2) They bless the church, in the dispensation and preaching of
the word unto the conversion and edification of the souls of inen.
So speak the apostles concorning their preaching of the word, Acts
iil. 26, *“ Unto you lirst, God, having raised np his Son Jesus, sent
him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from Lis iniqui-
ties.” This sending of Christ after his resurreclion, was the sending
of him in the ministry of the apostles and others, by the preaching
of the gospel.  And the end hereof is, to bless them unto whom it
is preached.  And it is known that all the principal spiritual bless-
ings of God in this world are communicated unto the souls of nien
hy the ministry of the word, and ministerial administration of the
sacraments, as the only outward canses and means thereof. Ilercin
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do ministers Lless the people in the name and authority of God.
(3) Tley do it by the particular ministerial applcations of the
word unto the souls and consciences of men.  This authority bath
Christ given uoto them. Saith he, “ Whose socver sins ye remit,
they arc remitted unto them; and whose socver sins ye retain, they
are retained,” John xx. 28, T know what use hath been made of
these words; that is, how they have been abused to give counte-
nance unto the necessity of private confession of all sins unto the
pricsts, and of their power of absolution or remission thereon. But
yet the real intention of the words, and the truth that is in therm,
must not be waived or overlooked. It is not, therefore, the mere
preaching of the word, and tberein a doctrinal declaration of whose
sins are remitted and whose sins are retained, according to the
gospel, which men are respeetively interested in by their faith or
unbelief, that is here intended (the commission giving power where-
unto is of a more general nature): but an especial application of the
word unto the consciences of men with respect unto their sing is
included therein. And this is done two ways: [1.] With respect
unto the judgment of the church; [2.] With respect unto the Fudg-
ment of God, The first is that binding or loosing which the Lord
Christ hath given power for unto the mmisters and guides of tho
church, as to the communion thereof, Matt. xviit. 18. For by the
ministerial application of the word unto the souls and consciences of
men, are they to be continued in or excluded from the communion
of the church; which is called the binding or loosing of them. Tho
other respects God himself, and tho sense which the conscience of a
sinuer hath of the guilt of sin before him. In this case the miuis-
ters of the gospel are authorized, in the name of Christ, to remit
their sins; that is, so to apply the promises of mercy and grace uuto
their souls and cousciences, as that, being received by faith. they
may have peace with God. So are they authorized to remit or
retain sins, according to the tenor and terms of the gospel. Not
that the remission of sins absolutely doth depend on an act of office,
but the release of the conscience of a sinner from the sense of guilt
doth sometimes much depend upon it, rightly performeil ; that is,
Ly due application of the promises of the gospel unto such as be-
lieve and repent. (4) How they bless the church by prayer and
ezample, may be understood from what hath been spoken concern-
ing thosc things with respect unto parents. The authority that is
in them depends on God’s especial institution, which exempts them
from and exalts them above the common order of mutual charitative
Denedictions. (5.) They bless the people declaratively; as a pledge
whereof it hath been always of use in the church, at the closo
of the solemn duties of its assemblies, wherein the name of God is
put upon it, to bless the people by express mention of the blessing
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of God, which they pray for upon them. But yet, because the same
thing is done in the administration of all other ordinances, and
this benediction is only euctical, or by the way of prayer, I shall
not plead for the necessity of it.  And we may yet infer two things
from hence : — }

Obs. V. That those who arc thus appointed to bless others in the
name of God, and thereby exalted unto a pre-cminence above those
that arc Dlessed by his appointment, onght to be accordingly re-
garded by all that are so blessed by them,—Tt 3s well if Christians
do rightly consider what their duty is unto them who are appoiuted
as o means to communicate all spiritual blessings unto them, And,—

Obs. VI. Let those who are so appointed take heed lest, by their
miscarriage, they prove a curse unto them whom they ocught to
!ﬂcss.——For if they are negligent in the performance of their duties
in the things meutioned, mueh more if therewithal they put the
nam of any false god upon them, they are no otherwise.

VERSE 8.

The eighth verse carrieth on the same argument, by a particular
application unto the matter in hand of the things which he had in
general observed before in Melchisedec; for whereas the apostle had
before declared, that he was * without father, without mother, with-
out beginning of days or end of life,” he now shows how all this con-
dnced unto his purpose.

Ver. 8.— Ka/ ade pby dexdrog dmolvgoxavreg ddpwmoe 2apldvovory, fnei
B8, paprupelipereg brs 7.

"Asfpomor.  Syr., by a usual idietismm of that language, “the sons of man.”
" Amofyiaxorreg, © qui moriuntur,” “who die.”  Vulg. Lat., ® homines moricentes,”
% dying men;” of which difference we must speak afterwards. Mapropovpssos
b1 {5, generally, “ de quo testalum est, quod vivat”” Vulg. Lat,, “ibi autem
contestatur quia vivit;” which the Rhemisis render, *but there he hath witness
that Le liveth:” Loth obscurely. Arias, *“ testatione dictus quia vivit;” to no ads
vantage. Meapropobussng is properly, “is de quo testatur;” as Frasmus, Beza,
Castalio, Schmidt, render it, 'The Arabic concurs with the Valgar, The Syriace,
by way of paraphrase, * he of whom the Scripture witnesscth that he Tiveth.”!

Ver. 8.—And here men verily that die receive tithes; but
there lLiec of whomn it is witnessed that be Tiveth.
There is in the words a comparison and opposition between the

Levitical priests and Melchisedec, in this matter of receiving tithes,
which in general was common to them both., And we may con-

! EXPoSITION.—Mapr, iri {5, can be nothing clse than a coneise representation
of the iden, Mare dpydv #pecpaw, wave Lwiic Tédos éxav: and is thercfore to be ex-
plained thus :— Of whow only his life is recorded, not his death” (Feek); or, in
other words, it is not the individual Melchisedee who has the testimeny that he
Liveth, hut, it is again the typical figure of him, as it appeared to the eye of g
psalmist [Ps. ex.] in the framework of Gen. xiv.—Ebrard.—ED.
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sider in them, 1. The circumstances of the comparison. 2. The
general agreement of both sorts, which is the ground of the com-
parison. 3. The parts of the antithests, or opposition, or dissimili-
tude between (hem:—

1. The eircumstances of the comparison are two: (1.) The manner
of s introduction, or the earnestness of tlhe asscrtion,
in the particle wén It is as much as “quidem” or
“equidem,” “ truly,” “ vertly;” which is omitted in our translation,
though elsewhere the same particle is so rendered.  *This, more-
over, is the state of the case in this matter.” And the insertion of it
is proper unto an affirmation upon a concession, as this here s
(2) The determination of the time, or place, or manncr of the oppe-
sition, 1n these adverbs &8s and ixei; * here” and there.”
"0 usually refers unto place; and some think that the
apostle hath respect unto Jerusalem, the scat of the Levitical prigsb—
liood, aud the land of Canaan, which alone was tithable according
to the law; for the Jews do judge, and that rightly, that the law of
legal tithing extended not itself beyond the bounds of the ]a.nd‘ of
Canaan,—a sufficient evidence that it was positive and ecremonial.
In opposition hercunto, x5 “ there,” must signify some othe-r p_]ace,
or any place where the pricsthiood of Melchisedee hath its significa-
tion; that is, in Christian religion, But the truth is, if ds, “here,”
significs a certain and determinate place, that opposed in ixei, “there,”
must be Salem, where Melehisedee dwelt; which was not only after-
wards tithable, as within the bounds of Canaan, but most probably
was Jerusalem itself, as we have declared.  This conjecture, there-
fore, 1s too curious; nor do we need to tie up ourselves unto the pre-
cise signification of the word £2¢, although that also be sometines
userd with respect unto time as well as place. Whercfore these
words, © here™ and “ there,” do express the several different states
under consideration, “Ilere,” is in the case of the Levitical priest-
hood; and “there” respects the case of Melchiscdec, as stated,
Gen. xiv.

2. The foundation of the comparison, that wherein both agreed,
is in this, that they recerved tithes. 1t is expressed of the one sort
only, numely, the Levitical priests,—they received tithes; but it 1s
understood of the ether also, whereon the word is repeated and in-

serted in our translation, “But there he receiveth them.”

rs:.:im A=t Aexdcag Aupldvosar, “ They do reccive tithes,” in the pre-
' sent tense.  But it may he said, there was none that
then did so, or at lcast “de jure” could do so, sceing the law of tithing
was abohshed.  Whercfore an enallage may be allowed here of the
preseut time for that which was past; “ they do,” that is, “ they did
so” whilst the law was in force, But neither is this necessary; for,
as I have before observed, the apostle admits, or takes it for granted,

Miy.

O, (x5,
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that the Mosaical system of worship was yet continued, and argueth
on that concessiou unto the necessity of its approaching abolition,
And yet we need not here the use of this suppesition; for the words
determine neither time nor place, but the state of religion under
the law.  According unto the law are tithes to be paid unto, and
received by such persons  This, therefore, is agreed, that both the
Levitical priests and Melchiscdec reccived tithes.

3. The opposition and difference lics in the qualification and pro-
pertics of them by whom they are received.  For, {1.) Those on the
one side, that is, of the Levitical priesthood, were amoi-
viaxovrig éxpwmer, “homines qui moriuntur,” or “homnines P
morientes,”—“men that die,” “dying men ;” that is, men
subject unto death, mortal men, who lived and died in the discharge
of their office, according unto tho common laws of mortality. And
the observation of Schlichtingius on these words is, as far as I can
understand, useless unto his own design, much rmore to the apostle’s:
“ Notandum vero quod non mortalibus hominibus, sed moricutibus
tantum Melchisedecum auctor opponat, nec immortalem cum esse,
sed vivere dicit; vita autem non mortalitati sed morti proprie oppo-
nitur.”  Something is aimed at in way of security unto another
opinion, namely, that all men were created in a state of mortality,
without respect unto sin. But nothing is gotten by this subtilty.
For by dying men the apostle intends not men that were actuully
dying, as it were at the point of death; for in that condition the
priests could neither exccute their oflice nor receive tithes of the
people.  Only he describes such persous as in the whole course of
their ministry were liable unto death from the common condition
of mortality, and in their several seasons died accordingly.  Where-
fore “ dying men,” or men subject to death, and “ mortal men,” are
in this case the same.  And although life as to the principle of it be
opposed unto death, yet as unto a continual duration, the thing here
intended by the apostle, it is opposed unto mortality, or an oh-
noxiousness unto death, For a representation is designed of him
who was made a priest, “ not after the law of a carnal command-
ment, but after the power of an endless life,”  Wherefore, saith the
apostle, ‘those who received tithes after the law were all of them
mortal men, that had both beginuing of days and end of Life.”  So
the death of Aaron, the first of them, and in him of all his sue-
cessors, 19 recorded in the Seripture,

(2) In opposition unto this state of the Levitical priests, it is aflirme!
that ixe, in the case of Melchisedee, moprupolpmeves sri 3, ’
—"“it is witnessed that he liveth,”  1low “he liveth)” é,”ni':’;f"”f"”-“””‘
and how it is “ wilnessed unto that he liveth,” we must
inquire.  For it is apparently Melchisedec of whom in the first
place, as the type, these things arc spoken; and yet we know that

‘Axodrioxarris
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really and in his own person he was dead long before.  Dut there
are several things on the account whereef it is said that “it is wit-
nessed that he liveth.”  For, [1.] Whatever the Scripture is silent
in as to Melchisedee, which it usnally relates of others in the like
state, our apostle takes for a contrary testimony unto himn.  Tor he
lnvs down this general principle, that what the Seripture conceals of
Melchisedec, it doth it to instruct us in the mystery of his person
and ministry, as types of Clrist and his.  IIence the silence of the
Scripture, in what it useth to express, must in this case be inter-
preted as a testimony unto the contrary. So it wilnesseth of him
that “he was without father, without mother, without descent,” in
that it mentioneth none of them. And whereas he hath ¢ neither
beginning of days nor end of life” recorded in the Scripture, it is
therchy ¢ witnessed that,” not absolutely, but as to his typical con-
sideration, * he liveth.,”  For there are no Lounds nor periods fixed
unto his priesthood, nor did it expire by the bringing in that of
Levi, as that did by the introduction of Christ’s. {2.] He did actu-
ally continue his office unto the end of that dispensation of God and
his worshiip wherein he was employed: and this witnesseth the per-
petuity of his life, in opposition unto the Levitical priests; for these
two states are compared by the apostle, that of Melchisedee and that
of Levi,  There was a time limited unto this pricsthood in the house
of Aaron; and during that tinie one priest died and another sue-
ceeded in several generations, until they were greatly multiplied, as
the apostle obscrveth, verse 23, Dut during the whole dispensation
of things with respect unto Melchisedee, he continued in bis own
persen to execute his office, from first to last, without being subject
unto deatl; whercin “it is witnessed that he liveth.” [3.] He is
said to “live,” that is, always to do so, because Ais office continucth
Jor ever, and yet no mere mortal man succeeded him therein,  {4.]
In this whole matter he is considered not absolutely and personally,
but ¢ypically, and as a representation of somewhat else; and what
is represented in the type, but is really, subjectively, and properly
found only in the antitype, may be atfirmed of the type as such.
So it is in all sacramental institutions; as the paschal lamab was calied
expressly “the Lord’s passover,” Iixod. xit. 11, wheu it was only a
pledge and {oken thereof ; as, vnder the new testament, the lLread
and wine in the sacred supper are called “the body and blood of
Christ,” which they do represent.  Thus it is true really and abso-
lutely of the Lord Jesus Christ, that he liveth for ever, that he is a
priest for ever; which the apostle much insisteth on and urgeth unto
lis purpose afterwards.  This cternity, or ever-living of Jesus Ulrist,
was represented in Melehisedece, in that it is not said anywhere in the
Scripture that he died: it is witnessed,” therefore, “ that he liveth,”
Lecause he whom he represeuts doth really do so, and his own death
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is not menlioned, on purpose that he might so represent ham,  And
the apostle’s arguinent unto the dignity and pre-eminense of Mel-
chisedec above the Levitical priests in this instance 18 of an unques-
tionable evidence: for consider Melchisedee, not in his natural being
and cxistence, which belongs not unto this mystery, but in his Serip-
ture being and existence, and he is immortal, always living; wherein
he is more excellent than those who were always obnoxicus unto
death in the excrcise of their office.  Aund from the branches of this
comparigon we may take two observations:—

Obs. I. In the outward administration of his worship, God is
pleased to make use of poor, frail, mortal, dying men.—So he did
of old, and so be continucs still to do. “ Your fathers, where arc
they? and the prophets, dd they live for ever #* Zech. 1. 5. The pro-
phets of old, the most eminent administrators under the old testa-
ment, they were all mortal, dying men ; and whilst they lived in
this world they were subject unto ke passions with other men,
James v. 17. And the same account the apostle giveth us of the
principal adminigtrators of the new testament, 2 Cor. iv. 8-12, vi. 8-10.
And we know it is so with all thosc into whose hands the same
work is transmitted. Yea, ofttimes, as to the infirmitics of body
and outward condition, their weakness and frailty are signalized
above others. Nor doth any advantage accrue to the gospel by the
secular exaltation of such as pretena unto the same employment ;
whercin, without other qualifications, they do little resemble the
ministry of Christ hitneelf.  Buch, I say, doth God please to make
use of ; persons obnoxious unto all infirmities and tcmptations with
all other bLelievers, and cqually with them falling under the stroke
of mortality. IIe could have accomplished his whole design imme-
diately by his grace and Spirit, without the institution of any
administrators ; Le could have einployed hig holy angels in the de-
claration and dispensation of the gospel; or he could have raised up
men so signalized with wisdom, and all endowments of mind and
body, as should have eminently distinguished them from the whole
race of mankind besides: but waiving these, and all other ways pos-
sible and easy unto his infinite wisdomn and power, he hath chosen
to make use, in this great occasion, of poor, infirin, frail, tempted,
sinning, dying men.  And sundry reasons of this his holy counsel
are expressed o the Seripture :—

1. He doth it to make it cvident that it is his own power, and
nothing else, which gives efficacy and success unto all gospel ad-
ministrations: 2 Cor iv. 7, “ We have this treasure in earthen ves-
sels, that the cxeellency of the power miay be of God, and net of us.”
There 15 an “cxeellency of power” accompanying the dispensation of
the word. Mighty spiritual effects are produced by it, such as
wherein the glory of God doth consist, and whereon the cternal
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welfare of the souls of men doth depend. This glory, in subduing
the adverse power of sin, Satan, and the world; in the quickening,
sanctifying, saving the souls of the elect; God will be seen and owned
in,—he will not give it unto another. Whereas, therefore, those by
whom these treasures are commuricated unto others, are frail, per-
ishing, “carthen vessels,”—or those by whom the gospel is dispensed
are poor, frail, weak en, seen and known so to be,—there is no
vcil by their ministry cast over the glory of God. There is not a
soul convinced, converted, or comforted by their word, but they may
truly say of it as the apostles did of the miracle which they wrought,
Acts iii. 12, *“ Why look yc so earnestly on us, as though by onr own
power and holiness we had made this man to walk,” this blind man
to see, this dead man to live? By the consideration of our mean-
ness all may discern that the excellency of this power is of God, and
not of us.” Yea, for this very end our apostle refused to make use
of such a persuasiveness of words and exercize of wisdom as might
give any appearance or countenance uoto such an apprehiension as
though by them this effect werc produced: 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5, “My
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wis-
dom, but in demounstration of the Spirit and of power: that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of man, but in the power of
God.”  And herein ought he to be an example unto us all.  But it
is come to that with many, that being destitute utterly of what he
had,—namely, an ability to dispense the word in the ©demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power,”—they do wholly betake themselves
unto what he refused, or the “enticing words of man’s wisdom,”
according to their ability. But what the Jews spoke blasphemousty
of Christ, upon his opening the eyes of him who was born blind,
may in a sense be truly spoken of any of us upon the opening of the
eyes of them that were spiritually blind, “ Give God the praise ; we
kunow that this man is a sioner,” John ix. 24.

2. God hath so ordcred things, in wisdom and grace, that the ad-
ministrators of holy things unto others might have experience in
themselves of thevr stale and condilion, so as to be moved with com-
passion towards them, care about them, and zeal for them. With-
out these graccs, and their constant exercise, men will be but very
useless instruments in this work. And they will not grow any-
where hut in men's own experience. For how sball he be tender,
compassionate, careful towards the souls of others, who knows no
reason why he should be so towards his own? The high pricst of
old was such an one as “could have compassion on the ignorant, and
on them that were out of the way; for that he himself also was com-
passed with infirmity,” Heb. v. 2, And tlerein was he a type of
Christ, who “was in all points tempted like as we are,” that he
might be ready “to succour them that are tompted.” This gave

VER. 8§ ] EPISTLE TO THE IIEBREWS. 381

him the experience of compassion in the exercise of it.  Whercfore,
when a minister of the gospel knows his own weakness, infirmities,
and temptations, his need of mercy and grace, the way of his ob-
taining supplies of them, the danger of the snares which he is ex-
posed unto, the value of his own soul, the preciousness of the blood
of Christ, and cxcellency of the cternal reward, he cannot, consider-
ing the charge committed unto him, and the duty required of him,
but be moved with pily, compassion, tenderness, love, and zeal, to-
wards those unto whom le doth administer; especially considering
how greatly their eternal welfarc depends on his ability, diligence,
and faithfulness in the discharge of his duty. And this proves, on
sundry accounts, greatly to the advantage of the poor tempted dis-
eiples of Christ; for it makes a representation unto them of his own
compassion and love, as the great shepherd of the shecp, Tsa. x1. 11;
and eauseth a needful supply of spiritual provision to be always in
readiness for them, and that to be administered unto them with ex-
perience of its efficacy and success.

3. That the power of gospel grace and truth may be cxemplified
unto the eyes of them unto whom they are dispensed, in the per-
sons of them by whom they arc administered, according unto God’s
appointment. It is known unto all who know aught in this matter,
what templations and objections will arise in the minds of poor sin-
ners against their obtaining any interest in the grace and merey that
is dispensed in the gospel. Some, they judge, may be made par-
takors of themn; hut for them, and such as they are, there seems to
be no relief provided. Dut is it no enconragement unto them, to
see that, by God’s appointment, the tenders of his grace and mercy
arc made unto their souls by men subject unto like passions with
themselves ; and who, if they had not frecly obtained grace, would
have been as vile and unworthy as themselves? For as the Lord
called the apostle Paul to the ministry, who had been “a Dlas-
phemer, and a persecutor, and injurious,” that he might “in him
show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting,”-—that is, for the en-
couragement even of such high criminal offenders to Lelieve, 1 Tim.
1. 13, 16; so in more ordinary cnses, the mercy and grace which the
ministers of the gospel did cqually stand in need of with those nuto
whom they dispense it, and who have received it, is for a pattern, ex-
amnple, and encouragement of them to belicve after their example.

4. In particular, God maketh use of persons that die in this
matter, that their testimony unto the truth of pospel grace and
mercy may be complete and unquestionable.  Death s the great
touchstone and trial of all things of this nature, as to their cfficacy
and sincerity. Many things will yield relief in life, and various re-
freshments, which upon the approaeh of death vanish into notling.
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So it is with all the comforts of this world, and with all things that
bave not an cternal truth and substance in them, Had not those,
therefore, who dispense sacred things, been designed themsclves to
come unto this touchstonc of their own faith, profession, and preach-
ing, those who must die, and know always that they must do so,
would have heen unsatisfied what might have been the condition
with themn, had they been brought unto it; and so hiave ground to
fear in themselves what will become of that faith wherein they bave
been instructed, in the warfare of death, when it shall approach. To
obviate this fear and objection, God hath ordained that all those
who administer the gospel shall all of them bring their own faith
unto that last trial; that so, giving a testimony unto the sincerity
and efficacy of the things which they have preached, in that they
commit the cternal salvation of thelr souls unto them (and higher
testimony none can give), tliey may be encouragements unto others
to follow their cxample, to irnitate their faith, and pursue their course
unto the end. And for this cause also doth God ofttimes call them
forth unto peculiar trials, exercises, afflictions, and death itself in
martyrdom, tbat they may be an example and encouragement unto
the whole church.

I cannot Lut observe, for a close of this discourse, that as the un-
avoidable infirmities of the mipisters of the gospel, managed and
passed through in a course of faith, holiness, and sincere obedience,
are on many accounts of singular use and advantage unto the edifi-
cation and consolation of the churchi; so the evil examples of any of
them, in life and decath, with the want of those graces whicl should
be excited unto cxercise by their infirmities, arc pernicious there-
unto.

Obs. I The life of the church depends on the everlasting life
of Jesus Christ.—1It is said of Melchisedee, as he was a type of him,
“Tt is witnessed that he liveth.” Christ doth so, and that for ever;
and hercon, under the failings, infirmitics, and death of all other
administrators, depend the prescrvation, life, continuance, and sal-
vation of the church. But this must be spoken to peculiarly on
verse 20, whither it 1s remitted.

VEnsis 9, 10.

It may be objected unto the whole precedent argument of the
apostle, * That although Abrahatn himself paid tithes unto Melchisedee,
yet it followeth not that Melchisedee was superior unto the Levitical
pricsts, concerning whom alone the question was between Lim and
the Jews, For although Abrahamn might be a priest in some sense
also, by virtuc of canmon right, as were all the pairiarchs, yet was
lie not so Ly virtue of any especial office, lnstituted of God to abide
in the church., But when Ged afterwards, by peculiar law aud ordi-
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nance, erected an order and office of pricsthood in the family of
Levi, it might be superior unto, or exalted above that of Melchisedee
although Abraham paid tithes unto him,” This objection, therefom’
the apostle obviates in these verses; and therewitha]: giving his formc;
argument a further improvement, he makes a trapsition, according
unto his usual custom {as it hath been often observed that it js bis
method to do), unto bis especial design, in proving the excellency of
the priesthood of Christ above that of the law, which is the main
scope of this whole discourse.

Ver. 9,10 —Rai, dg fxog elmeiv, dik "ACpady xai Aevd b Bsadrag Amp-
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"0 fxog eimely, “ut verbum dicere,” # us to speak a word,” Vulg. Lat., “ut
ita dictum sit,” “ be it s0 said.”  Syr., “as any one may say.”  Arvab., “and it is
Rail that this discourse” (or *reason”) “ may be some way ended.”  « Ut ita
loquar,” * as I may so speak.”  Inthe rest of the words there is neither diffi.
culty nor difference amony translators.

Vcr._ﬂ, 10.—And, as T may so say, Levi also, who re-
ceiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham., Vor he was
yet in the loins of his father when Melchisedee met
Liim.

There are three things observable in these words: 1. The manner
of the introduction of the apostic’s new assertion. 2. The asserion
itself, which hath the force of a new arguwment unto his purpose,
verse 9. And, 3. The proof of his asscrtion, in verse 10,

1. The manner of the introduction of his assertion is in these
words, “ As I may so say.” This qualification of the
assertion makes an abatement of it, one way or other.
Now this is not as to the truth of the proposition, but as to the
propriety of the expression, The words are as if that which is
expressed were wetuully so, namely, that Levi himself paid tithes,
whereas it was so only wirfually. The thing itself intended was,
with respect unto the apostle’s purpose, as if it had been so in-
deed; though, Levi uot being then actually existent, he could not
be tithed in his own person.  Nor is the apostle dubions of the trulh
of the consequent which hie urgeth from this observation, as if he
had said “ prope dixerim;” which is supposed as one siguification of
this phrase.  Only, the instance being new, and he arguing from
what was virtual euly as if it had been actual, Le gave his asscriion
this qualification. This is spoken upen an allowance of the ommon
acceptation of the sense of these words among interpreters. For my
part, I rather incline to judge that he useth this phrase for as muel
a3 “ut verbo dicam,”—*To sum up the whele in a word, to put an
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issue unto this dispute between the Levitical priesthood and that of
Melchisedec, T say, that not only Abraham, but even Levi himself
wag tithed by him.’

2. His assertion ig, that “ Levi, who received tithes, was tithed in
Abraham,” namely, when Abraham gave the tithes of
all to Melchisedec. By “Levi” he intendeth not the
person of Levi absolutely, the third son of Jacob, but his posterity,
or the whole tribe proceeding from him, so far as they were in-
terested in the priesthood; for Levi himself never received tithes of
any, the priesthood being erected in his family long after his death,
in the person of his great-grandchild, Aaron, So, then, Levi who re-
ceived tithes is the same with the sons of Levi who received the
priesthood, verse &, namely, in their several generations unto that
day.

Of this Levi it is affirmed that 8cdexdraras dic *ACpudu, © he was
tithed” or “ paid tithes in Abraham,” or through him
and by him, as the word is  When Abraham himself
gave tithes to Mclchisedec, he did it not in his own name
only, but in the name of himself and his whole posterity. And this,
upon the principles before laid down and vindieated, proves the pre-
eminence of the priesthood of Melchisedec above that of the house
and family of Levi. All the difficulty of the argument lies in the
proof of the assertion, namely, that Levi did indeed so pay tithes in
Abraham. This the apostle therefore proves by the observation
which he lays down, verse 10, “ For he was yet in the loins of his
{uther when Melchisedee met him.”

3. The force of this proof seems to depend on a double principle:
(1.) That children, the wholc posterity of any one, are
in his loins before they are born.  And this principle is
sure in the light of nature and common reason; they are
in them as the effect in its cause, nor have they any future existence
but with relation unto their progenitors, even the remotest of them.
(2.) That what any one doth, that all his posterity are esteemed to
do in and by him. But it is certain that this rule will not generally-
hold, nor indeed will it ever do so absolutely, without some other
cogent circumstances. By human laws, the crimes of men reflect
dishonour in some cases on their families; and on the other side,
they entail the honour which hy their worth they have acquired on
their posteritiea What a man also gives away of his estate unto
public uses, as in the foundation of schools or hospitals, his children
may be said to do it in him, because so much is decreased from
their inheritance;—as here, what Abraham gave to Melchisedec, 1t
was alienated from his posterity, T.evi among the rest. But none of
these things reach the case in hand, or are sufficient to give force or
evidence unto the reasoning of the apostle. Wherefore, to find them
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out, sundry things mmnst be observed which are manifest truths in
themselves, and on the supposition whereof the apostle’s argument
slands firm:—

(1) That Ahraham was now called of God, and separated unto
his service, so as to be the foundation of a new church in the
world.  And there is a relation unto such an original stock in all
the branches, beyond what they have unto any other intermediate
progenitors. Hence all the idolatrous nations in the world econ-
stantly made the first persons from whom they derived their original,
or whose offspring they would he accounted, their gods whom they
worshipped. These were their “Joves indigites,” their home-born
deities, whom they honoured, and whose honours they thought
descended unto them by inheritance.

(2.) He had now recetved the promise that God would be a God
unto him and his seed after him,—whereby all his posterity were
taken into covenant with him ; and hereon Abraham covenanted
with God in the name of, and as the great representative of all his
seed. And such covenants are the foundation of all order and
rule in this world. For after persons, or a people, have covenanted
into such agreements in government, and as to the administration
of common right among themselves,—provided the terms whereon
they have agreed be good and suitable unto the light of nature,—-
their posterity are not at liberty to alter and change them at their
pleasure ; for whereas they derive all their rights and inheritances
from their progenitors, they are suovosed in them to have consented
unto all that was done by them.

(3.) Hereon what God said and did unto Abraham, he said it
end did it unto ¢ll his seed in him. The promises were theirs, and
the inheritance was theirs; yea, what God is said to give unto
Abraham so often, namely, the whole land of Canaan, was never
actually made good unto him in his own person, no, not a foot’s
breadth: but he received the grant of it as the representative of his
posterity, who, four hundred years after, had the actual possession
of it.

(4) What Abraham did solemnly in obedience unto God, by
virtue of the covenant, as a puhlic condition thereof, he did under-
take in it for his posterity, and performed it in their name; and
therefore God enjoined him to bring all his posterity under the
token of that engagement, in circumcision, so soon as they were
capable thereof And on the other hand, God continually affirms
that he would do them good, because of his oath and engagement
unto Abraham, seeing they were intended therein, Wherefore,—

(6.) Abraham, in this solemn address unto God by Melchisedec,
the type of Christ, wherein he expressed his covenant-obedicnce
unto him, was the representative of all his posterity, and in partia

Prilcads.com



http://www.Punta%5elliNoads.com

S—

386 AN EXPOSITION OF THE [cuAr, vIL

cular of Levi and all the priests that descended from him. And
having now received the whole Jand, by virtue of a covenant, in the
behalf of his posterity, that it should be theirs, though he himself
had never possession of it, nor in it, he doth in the name of his
posterity, and as their representative, give the tenths unto God hy
Melchisedec, as that chief rent which God for ever rcserved unto
himself, upon his grant. When the people came actually to possess
the land, they held it always on this condition, that the tenths of
all should be given unto God. And this Abraham, in his taking
seisin of it for them, paid in their name. Seo truly and virtually
was Levi himself tithed in the loins of Abrabam, when Melchisedec
met him. Wherefore it was not merely Levi being in the loins of
Abraham with respect unto natural generation, whence he is said to
be tithed in bim, but Lis being in lim with respect unto the cove-
nant which Abrahain entered into with God in the name of his
whole posterity.

This reasoning of the apostle’s, I confess, at first view seemcth
intricate, and more remote from cogency than any elsewhere used by
him.  And therefore by some profanc persons hath it been cavilled
at.  But all things of that naturc arise merely from want of a duc
roverence unto the word of God. When we come unto it with
those satisfactions in our minds, that there is truth aud divine wis-
dom in cvery expression of it, that all its reasonings are cogent apd
effectual, thouglh we understand them not, we shall not fail, upon a
humble inquiry, to attain what we may safely embrace, or see what
we ought to admire. And so this place, whicl at first sight secms
to present us with a reasoning on a very uncertain foundation,
being duly inquired into, we find it resolved into the firm principles
of reason and religion.

And the foregolug observation will expedite two difficult ques-
tions whicli exposttors raise unto themselves on tlis verse. The
first whereof is, Whether Christ himself may not, as well as Levi,
be said to pay tithes in Abraham, as being in his loins? which,
would utterly frustrate the design of the apostle. The second is,
Tow or in what sense one may be said to do any thing in another,
which may be reckoned or imputed unto him?

For the first of these, Austin and others have well laboured in
the solution of it. The sum of what they say is, that the Lord
Christ was not in Abraham as Levi was, not in his nature as it was
corrupted ; nor did lie educe or derive lis nature from him by car-
nal generation, or the common way of the propagation of mankind,
And these things do constitute a suflicient differenee and distance
between them in this matler. But yet with these considerations,
and on the suppoesition of them, there is another which contains the
true awt proper reason of this difference. And that is, that the
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Lord Christ was never in Abraham as a federate, as one taken into
covenant with him, and so represented by him, as Levi was  Abra
ham was taken into covenant with Christ, as the head, sponsor,
surety, and mediator of the new covenant; with respect whereunto
he says of himself and the elcet, “ Behold I and the children which
the Lorp hath given me” Hereon he was the representative of
Abraham and all that believe, and what he did is imputed unto
them. But Le was never taken into coveuant with Abraham, nor
was capable of so heing, secing unto lLim it was a covenant of par-
don and justification by faith, which He was no way concerned in
hut as the procurer of them for others, Wherefore what Abraham
did cannot be imputed unto Lim, s0 as he should be estcemed to
have done them in Lim.

Aud this makes way for the solution of the general question,
How one may be said to do any thing in another which shall be
reckoned unto him as his own act? And this may be by virtue of
a covenant, and no otherwise. THence divines do usnally illustrate
the imputation of the sin of Adam unto his posterity by this
example of Levi; though T have not met with any wlo truly under-
stand the ground of the comparison, which is Abraham acting as a
covenanter in the name of s posterity. But whereas this is opposed
with some veliemency by Schlichtingius in his comment on this
place, I sball transcrilbe lis words, and consider Lis disconrse :
“Iwe sontentia non ad omnes actiones transferenda cst; sed ad eas
tantum, quiz proprit versantur vel in auctione vel in diminutione
rerem quée 4 parentibus in liberos devolvi et hareditario jure trans-
ferri solent, qualis actio est decimarum solutio. Persolvuntur enim
.de bonis et facultatibus, quae hactenus cinn sunt lberorum, quatcnus
Jus hereditatis ad eos spectat, prascriim si certum sit, fore liheros,
qui in hona succedant, quemadmodum Abrahamo contigit, cul eerta
fuit & Deo promissa posteritas. Quemadmodum enim Lrwredes per-
sonam patris post mortem ratione possessionis bonorum veluti re-
prsentant, ita antequam hzredes & patre separentur ¢t de bonis
patemus statuendi arbitrium habeant, pater omnium lberorum
suorum personam quadam ratione refert, ot quicquid de illis statu-
enit aut fecerit id hieredes quodanunodo fecisse censentur.  Dico,
quodammodo, quia proprit: id dici non potest ; nec auctor hie D, id
proprit factum essc asserit, sed improprietatem verbis suis subesse
tpsemet profitctur, ut antea vidimus, Ex dictis autem facil® intel-
ligitur, id quod nos und cum auctore D. statuimug, ad cos tantum
successores seu posteros csse extendendum ad quos vel certd, ut
Abrahami posteris contigit, vel saltem verisimiliter perventura sit
liwreditas parentis, et notabilis aliqua bonorum ab eo profectorum
portio.  Alioquin vis illa hareditatis de qua diximus, expirabit, nee
posteris tribui poterit id quod majorum aliquis circa bona sua
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fecerit. Quibus ita explicatis, facile jam apparet falli eos qui ex
hoc loco coligunt omnem Adami posteritatem in ipso Adamo pa-
rente suo peccasse, et mortis supplicium verd fuisse commeritum.
Nam vel de eo nunc quidquam dicam ipsum auctorem improprie-
tatem in hac loquendi forma agnoscere, nequaquam id extendendum
est ad parentum majorumve peccata ac merita Etenim peccata
ac merita qua talia mere sunt personalia, sen personam cjus qui
peccat non egredivutur, nec eatenus parentes posteritatem suam re-
prescntant ; licdt fierl queat ut ex eorum delicto damnum aliquod
nec cxiguum ad liberos redundet, quemadmodum quidern in Adami
delicto contigit ; ipsum tamen peccatum ac meritum Adami revera
non communicatur cum ejus posteritato, ac proinde posteri Adami
ob parentis sui noxamn revera non puniuntur, nisi et ipsi parentem
fuerint imitati.”

I have transcribed these words at large, because their design is to
defeat that article of our faith concerning the imputation of the sin
of Adam unto all his posterity; which there is no doubt hut they
will make usc of who are gone over among ourselves unto the
negative of it: and that it might appear whose heifer they plough
withal who deny the imputation of the righteousness of Christ unto
justification, because *those things that are personal and inherent
in one cannot be communicated unto another.” I say, therefore,—

1. That this assertion, “ Oue being accounted unto another in
what he doth, holds enly in those things which leloug unto the in-
crease or diminution of an inheritance which descends from parents
unto children, and not otherwise,” is “ gratis dictum,” without pre-
tence or confirmation. Even in things moral, God threatens to
“visit the iniquities of the fathers on the children” So the Is-
raelites wandered penally in the wilderness forty years, and bare the
miquity of their parents. The infants that perished in the flood,
and at the conflagration of Sodom, died penally under the judgment
that came for the sin of their parents. Wherefore the general foun-
dation of his whole discourse is unproved and false, and the appli-
cation of it unto the present case, as we shall see, weak and impcr-
tinent. For,—

2, This renders the argument of the apostle as weak and imper-
tinent as any thing can be imagined. For it allows Levi to be uo
otherwise tithed in Abrahamn, but as part of the goods which Ahra-
ham gave in tithe to Melchisedec would have descended unto him;
for he was hut one of the twelve sons of Jacob, the grandchild of
Abraham, whose share in those tithes cannot be computed to be
worth mentioning, much less to bear the weight of an argument in
50 great a cause. Besides, it is not the person of Levt, but bis pos-
terity in the family of Aaron, that is intended; and such movables
as were tithed by Abraham do seldom descend through so many
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generations. It is therefore ridiculous to impose such a kind of
argumentation on the holy apostle.

3. Yea, this interpretation is dircetly contrary unto what the
apostle designed to confirm by the instance he gives For that
which he aimed at, was to prove Levi inferior to Melchisedec, by his
paying of tithes in the loins of Abraham: but if he did this no other-
wise but that some goods that should have descended unto him
were given unto Melchisedec, it argues him rather superior unto

-lim; for ahsolutely he that gives is superior to him that receives,

as it is in general a more blessed thing to give than to receive.

4. That which he procecds upon is a general rule of his own
framing, which is no way applicable unto thig particular case, as it is
a particular case. It is this, ““That, as children succeed into the room
of their parents as to their goods, and after a sort represent them;
80 parents, before their children come to inherit, do represent their
children, so as that they may be said in some sense to do what is
done by their parents.” But this is a rule made without any colour
of reason. For, (1.) I would know when this representation and
concernment should expire, or whether it holds unto all generations,
If it hold for ever, then may we all be said in some sort to do what
Adam did with his goods and lands belore he died, and so of all
our iutervenient progenitors If it do expire, and (his relation
ahideth only for a season, I desirc to know the bounds of that season.
Aaron was the first of the house of Levi who is intended in these
words, and he was the scventh generation from Abraham ; in which
time it is prohable, if ever, this right of inheritance would expire.
(2) It is not true in any sense, in the very next parents in most
cases. For suppose a parent be wicked and flagitious, and shall
waste his substance and goods in riotous living, in what sense shall
his son, suppose him a person fearing God, e said so to have disposed
of his goods in lum? (3.} The truth is, unless it he by a subsequent
approhation of what our progenitors have done, or Dby virtue of a
covenant whereby they and their posterity were obliged (which is
the case in hand), children can in no sense be said to do what their
progenitors have done in the disposal of their goods and inheritances.
Neither, indecd, will a subsequent approbation give any tolerable
sense unto this assertion, nnless there be a power of an cffectual
dissent in the children also, If a man give a part of his estate to
found an hospital, and leave the care of it unto his posterity, with
this proviso, that if any of them saw just cause for it, they should
resume the estate into their own possession; in case they do not so,
they may in some sense be said to do what indeed their father did,
But if this be not in their power, though they approve of what he
did, they cannot be said to have done it. But in covenants the case
is plain. Men may enter into a mutual covenant for the erection
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of a government among them, which proving a foundation of all
their civil rights for the future, their posterity may be said to have
made that covenant, and to be obliged thereby, as it was in this
case.

5. Neither will it advantage his pretence, with a seeming acknow-
ledgment of some impropriety in the assertion, in these words, g
tzog eimeiy, “as I may so say.” TFor although it should be granted
that lie intends some impropriety in the expression, yet there must
be truth in his assertion, which this interpretation will not allow;
for if it Le true only in the sense he contends for, it is true in none
at all, for that is not any. But tlie meaning of these words is, *“ut
verbo dicam,”—* That I may give you a summary of the whole, that
which my argument riseth up unto.’

6. Having given us this crooked rule, he adds a limitation unto
it, whereby he hopes to reduce the whole to his purpose. For saith
he, “This rule is not to be extended unto the merits or sins of
parents and ancestors, though some loss may accrue unto the children
thereby;”—for thence he infers, that though we may suffer some
loss by the sin of Adam, yet his sin is not imputed unto ns. But,
(1.) How far the children of flagitious parents may not only snffer
loss, but undergo temporal punishment also, for the sins of their
parents, was showed before in the instances of those who perished in
their infancy, both by the flood and in the conflagration of Sodom,
(2.) The case between any other parent and his posterity is not the
same as it was between Adam and us all; so that these things are
sophistically jumbled togcther. There-is, indeed, an analogy le-
tween Adam and his posterity on the one hand, and Christ with
believers on the other; and never was there, nor shall there ever be, the
like relation between any else: for these two individual persons were
appointed of God to be the heads of the two covenants, and repre-
sentatives of the federates, as unto the ends of the covenants. Hence
the whole evil of the one and the good of the other, as they were,
and as far as they were, heads of the covenants, are imputed unto
them who derive from them in their respective covenants. But
after the first sin Adam ceased to be a head unto his posterity, as
to the good or evil of that covenant, which was now broken and
disannulled. Neither was he nor any of lis posterity cver after re-

stored or assumed into the same state and condition. - It is there- .

fore highly vain to confound the consideration of our concernment
in what Adam did as he was the head of the covenant, with what
he afterwards did, and other intervenient progenitors might do.
All this our apostle confirms at large, Rom. v.

7 Abraham was taken into a ncw administration of the covenant,
with new promises and seals; but he neither was nor could be made
the head and representative of that covenant whereinto he was
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taken, otherwise than typically. Hence his moral good or evil could
not be reckoned unto his posterity in covenant. But yet he was
made the head and spring of the administration of its cutward pri-
vileges; and this, so far as his trust extended, was imputed unto his
posterity, as in the case of circumecision. Whorefore, seeing what he
did unto Melchisedec belonged unto the administration of the co-
venant committed unto him, Levi is rightly said to have done it in
him also, And so these things do mutually illustrate one another.
But to deny that we were all in Adam, as the head of the first cove-
nant, that we sinned in him, that the sin which we in any scnse
have sinned in him is imputed unto us, is not to dispute with us,
but expressly to contradict the Holy Ghost

But we may take some obscrvations from these words; as,—

Obs. 1. They who receive tithes of others, for their work in
noly administrations, are thercby proved to be superior nnto them
of whom they do receive them.—They are given unto them, among
other ends, as an acknowledgment of their dignity. So it was when
they were paid of old by God’s institution ; and so it weuld be stil!,
if they might be paid or received in a due manner, with respect unto
the labour of any in gospel administrations. But whereas not one
among thousands doth give or pay them on any other ground but
because they must do so whether they will or no; nor would do
g0 any more, were it not for the coercive, enforcing power of human
laws ; if they on the other side that do receive them, do look on
them, not as a free pledge of the people’s respect and the honour
that they bear unto them, but as their own right and due by law,
they are a testimony neither of the people’s obedience mor of the
ministers” dignity, but only of the extreme disorder of all things in
religion

Obs. T1. Tt is of great concernment unto us what covenant we do
belong unto, as being esteemcd to do therein what is done by our
representative in our name—There were never absolutely any more
than two covenants; wherein all persons indefinitely are concerned.
The first was the covenant of works, made with Adam, and with all
in him. And what he did as the head of that covenant, as our
representative therein, is imputed unto us, as if we had done it,
Rom. v. 12. The other is that of grace, made originally with Christ,
and through him with all the elect. And here lie the life and
bope of our souls,—that what Christ did as the head of that covenant,
as our representative, is all imputed unto us for righteousness and
salvation. And certainly there is nothing of more importance unto
ug, than to know whether of these covenants we belong unto. We
are also some way concerned in them by whom the one or the
other of these covenant-states is conveyed unto us; for hefore wo
make our own personal, voluntary clioice, we arc by the law of our
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nature, and of the covenant itself, enclosed in the same condition
with our progenitors as to their covenant-state. And thence it is,
that in the severest temporal judgments, children not guilty of the
actual transgression of their parents, not having sinned after the
similitude of them, by imitation, do yet ofttimes partake of the
punishment they have deserved; being esteemed in some manner
to have done what they did, so far as they were included in the
same covenant with them. And many blessings, on the other hand,
are they partakers of who are included in the covenant of those
parents who are interested in the covenant of grace; for such pa-
rents succeed in the room of Abraham, every one of them. And
what Abraham did, as to the administration of the covenant in-
trusted with him, his posterity, whose representative he was therein,
are said to have done in him, as Levi is in this place ; and therefore
they had the seal of the covenant given unto them in their infancy.
And an alteration in this dispensation of grace hath not yet been
proved by any, or scarce attempted so to be.

VERse 11,

In this verse, after so long a preparation and introduction, whereby
he cleared his way from objections and secured his future building,
the apostle enters on his principal argument concerning the priest-
hood of Christ, and all the consequences of it, with respect unto
righteousness, salvation, and the worship of God, which depend
thereon. This being his main design, he would not engage into it
before he had in every respect declared and vindicated the dignity
and glory of the person of Christ as vested with his blessed offices.
.And from hence unto the didactical part of the epistle, he proceeds
in a retrograde order unto what he had before insisted on. For
w.hereas he had first declared the glory of the person of Christ in
his kingly office, chap. i.; then in his prophetical, chap. ii,, iiL.;
having now entered on his sacerdotal, he goes on to enlarge upon
this Jast function, then he returns unto his prophetical, and shuts up
the whole with a renewed mention of Lis kingly power, as we shall
see in their order and proper places,

Ver. 11.—E! ubv ofv redeiumg dig viic Asvirxds ispwabing fv (6 Aadg
yap 8 avrp viomodirave) vic fre ypsie, xard riv réfi Medydedix $ripoy
digraddo icpia, xal ob xard iy rdfo T Aaply Aéyiabar;

Tersiagig,  Syr., ¥R, « consummatio,” * perfectio;” a sacred “perfection,”
or completeness of state and condition.

Aid The Awirexdls fepoobong,  Syr., KUPT 8D T3] @by the hand of the
priesthood of Lievi himself;” because Lievi himself received not the priesthood in
his own person, but his posterity. Tremellius renders it “Levitarum,” the “priest-
hood of Levites.” The original leaves no scruple, by the Levitical priesthood,”—
;_‘he ‘prieslhood that was confined to the house, family, tribe, and posterity of

CYl,
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'O Awdg yap bm abr vwopodiTaro (M3, ErevouabiTare, corruptly).  “Nam sub
hee populo sancita est lex,” Beza; “for under it the law was estahlished to
the people.” *8ub ipso papulus legem accepit,” “acceperat.” Byr,, ¥g3 &% 527
wu5 &by whom” (or # whercby”)  the law was imposed upon the people,” If
137, “by whom,” relale unto Levi, the sense is mistaken ; and much more hy the
Arabic, which takes ©the law” only for the law of the sacerdotal office, from
which it is plainly distinguished. The Ethiopie reads the whole verse to this
purpose, ““ And the people did according to the law of the priesthood which was
appointed ; what need was there, therefore, that he should give another priest,
whose appointment one should say was according to Melchisedee 2" which argues
the great, unskillulness of that interpreter,

Tis Ert xpef, * quid adhue,” © quid amplius opus crat,” © esset 5 * necessarium
fuit ;” # what nced was there yet,” or “moreover.” Syr, N}?";‘, “ wherefore ;"
*ad quid,” “ to what purpose.”

' Avirracfas, “oriri;” Beza, ¥ exoriri;” Vulg. Lat., “surgere.” Syr., B9
“should arise.” ¥ Orirl,” properly. Karé mis tafw. Syr,, T07273, «in” or
“ after the likeness of Melchisedec;” ® secundum ordinem.”

Kal of xara 7iv 7oy 'Awpdy Aéyeedzs, “et non secundum ordinem Aaron
dici.”  Syr., 17 ™%; which is rendered in the transtation in the Polyglat, “.sed
dixit,” ® but he said, it shall be” (or * he shall be”) “in the likeness of Aaron:”
# Dixisset autem,” which, regulated by the precedent interrogation, gives us the
true sense of the place: “Suppose there must another priest arise, yet if perfection
had been by the Levitical priesthood, he would have said that he should be of the
order of Aarou.”!

Ver. 11.—If therefore perfection were by the Levitical
priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,)
what further need was there that another priest should
rise after the order of Melchisedee, and not be called
after the order of Aaron?

The first thing in the words is the introduction of the ensuing dis-
course and argument in these particles of inference, «i
atv ofs, “if therefore;” ‘if things be as we have de-
clared” He had a peculiar scope and design in all those things.
These he is now introducing. The improvement of his whole pre-
ceding discourse, and the whole mystery of the priesthood of Mel-

Varrous REapNGg, — Lachmann and Tischendorf adopt as the text, xivi
myopofitaras, on the authority of such manuseripts as A pon.

TuaNsLatioN. — B« atr.  “Under it;" the rendering of our version would
convey tho impression that the law was preseribed during the time of the priest-
hood, whereas part of the law was in existence antecedently to the institution
of the priesthood ; and if adryg be the preferable reading, such a translation would
be untenable for grammatical rcasons. It is accordingly differcntly rendered by
various crities ;—Dy Craik, ©“ In dependence upon it ;7 hy Fbrard, “ Upon the hasia
of it;” and by Turner, “ In connection with it.” The last remarks, “ Inasmueh
as the author proceeds to show that the predicted abrogation of the priesthood, in
the announeement of another like Melchisedee’s, implied also an intended abroga-
tien of the law, it waa directly to the purpose to intimate the close ennnection of
the two.”  Stuart gives the same view: “The meaning is, that the priesthond
and the law are inseparahl;{ linked together, so that if the one be changed, the
other must of neccssity be,”—Ep.
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